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Slow Progress for Economic Reform Bills

Three bills on wihich the govermmenst of

Presidant Clusegun Ohasano intends to anchor
some of s economic relorm Program as %
approaches s termminal date of May 3%, 2007 are
making the slow route through the Migeran
Matienal Assembly

The bills Fiscal Respoosibilty Bill, the Puble
Procurerent Bl and the Migerian Estracthve
Industry Transparency [nitiative Bl are
unelergoing  soveral stages o the Natonal

Aszembly legishatve Process

The Fiscal Responsibilicy bill alms o clarify
thie role of the wxecutive and e legislature i
the badgerary proacess and sees out Transpare ey
ragquirements, ssnctions for noncempliance and
guidelines for budgotary practices
Dellbarationg are ongoing o this bill in the
Matesnal Assembly. A public hearmg was held

Seprember 27 28 to crivcally analyse tha bl

The Migeria Extractive Industry
Transparency Initiative bill (MEITT) = the
Migerman  subsel of e global Extraclive
Industries Transparency Initiative (E1T1} simed ar
following due process and achieving
transparency  in poayments by Frrractive
Industries  /compames to governments and
government linked entvies; and in the revenies
recelved and reported by those govermments
and entilies,

This bill which has already been passed in the
House of Representatives is still pending in the
Senate. The Senate Committes on
Establishment and Public Services is currently
considering tha MEITT Bl

Some of the recommendations of the draf
MEITT bill nelude 3 general provision reguinng
all Federal, itare or Lecal Governments and
extractive mdustry companies covered under
the MEIT! to proactively publish all information
pertaining to all payments made or recemed,
including  dutics, laxes. royalties. dividend.
bonuses, panalties, leviesete

The disclosire of such information is impormnt
because it allows ctizens oversight inte the
MEIT! prowess,

Cont'd on page 5

The Senate President
Senator Ken Nnamanl

The Speakar House of Representotives
Hon. Aminu Bello Masari

Official Launch of SNAP

On Thursday April 27th 2008, MDD [aunched s
lepsiative program - Strengthening the Matianal
Assamibly Programs (SNAP), at tha [oyer of the
Madonal Assembly

Particinants included mambers of the diglomatic
COMEMUnILY, GrEANEATIONS,
Dhstinguished Senators, Honomble meambars,
legislave staff, owl society ‘eaders, the Media
and the MDDl team

prarnational

Thi objective of the lunch was to inform the
public, membars of the Natienal Assemily, tha
diplomaie community and the media of the
existence of MDUs pro-paar legislativa
strengthening  program (SMNAF). As well as
hizhlighting international interast in and suppart
for the Migerian Maticnal Assembly in its sffort
o b more responsive on pro poor legiskative
reforms that would contribute to Systemic
sooal, sconomic and political develagment and
achievement of the MilRanium Devalopmant
Goals (MDGs) and the Matonzl E<onomicand
Empowerment DRevalopmant Strategy
(MHEEDE).

YWith support from the UK Depariment lor
Intarnatenal Development (DFID) and the US
Aganey for International Development (LSAIDY
the Mational Democratic [NsHtuee is inkiating a
pragram to help develap sustainable capacity in
the Migarian Mational Assembly so cthat the bady
15 betwer able w play a constructive role in
addressing poverty and Inequaliny. This Includes
the devalopment of relationships between the
Mational Assembly and stakehalders i civil
sociery and benween the Mational Assembly and
the executive biranch,

Cont'd on Page &

Hon Farouk Lawan speaking at the Lounch



The SNAP team held an MDG participatory
methodology workshop in Cwerrd, Imo Smte
from the 4tk - Gth September 2006, o mobilize
Civil Sociely Organizations for effectve and
EYELAMIE  pro-poor
Migena,

|'ﬂrl}rl'l" inkerynlion I

The workshop anahyzed thwe NEITI BT to ensuire
that this bill assist i poverly reduction eHors
through disaggrepated disclosure of
ipformation, transparency! good povermance,
capacity  bullding, chil  society  chgagemeil,
appropriate sanctions and annoal audies

This workshop bad in attendance over teenty
tivm actlve civil sockery gronps, representative of
thiz MEITE Secretanat, the sponsers af the Bill
{thee Executhe), Members and stafl of the
Mational Assembly

Stan Rerrl of the MEITI Secrerariar in by papae)
“Crvirview of the MEIT] BillY set out to review
thee Migerinn Extractive Sector, Advocacy, Koy
issues 0 the bl and mare Impareantly s

releviince to poverty reduction Auwalu lerahim

ol CASLADT etared thar "Powverty s on
Inatitutonal  condition caused by unegua
distribvecion ol cominog weealth™ an s pag:

Litheel “BEIT] Bill & its Implication on Povery
Fecuicricn |ine Al BILIE ol thie Cisfitval Bak wf
Migeria took the discussion to a more taploa
aimension whicn e spoke on "HEIT & Secloral
BN e

spder on TR ey
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Chairrman, Sepate Comymittee on Upsmreans
Pestr eein Resouriis, analyied Lhe lapses n the
seape ab the Bl which may iead

nelfectvenesy i i WM TR RCETHR, ToEn

effective advacacy, cre will recd o look g
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Igbueer emphasized the rele of L
FEITI Bill in ersuring effective imple nermEton
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threugh due process,  sccountability ang
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Thie group session produced 2 iy =4 el
which will be passad oo ite [
consideration andior aooprtion, Some o the
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issyes igentified in the bill ncheds;
oversight of the MNational Assermbly oo
Exerutiei; iy That biennual audits be
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for more C5i in the
Implermentation of the Bl ate
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Ncl’rlnnr.'.ll ASSEH‘!bW Cupucm/ Bmldmg on Pro-Poor Overmghf

MDIs SMAPR started mmplementation of i
activitles by embarking on a series of orentalicn
worlshops to buld the capacity of select
membears and Committee stall of the National
Assembly to Garry out overslght responsitdlitles
o pro - pool issues. SMNAP has also trmned Civil
Sociaty Organizations an bullding their capacity
o interface and cooperate with the MNational
Assambly process as monitoring of pro- poor
offors n the legislature.

From the dth to 7th of May 2006, MDI held 3
policy Diabogue on the use of legistatve tools o
Achiove pro-poor reforms in Migena, The event
wis held al Adnel Hotel, Kaduna It broghe
rogether select committee Members of the
Matioral fssembly, Committes Secretaries and
Stall, sihect Cil Society groups wnd the media 1o
devalap” straregine thar will swengthen  the
capacily of the Matonal Assembly o fulllll
Inglstarives and  representative rosponsibilies
voilh emphasis to the Milleonium Development
Ganls (MDGs) and the Matonal Economic
Empowermant Development Strategy
(NEEDS),

Tl Dhalogue Chjpectives were o develop the
expartiss on iwsges affecting pro-poor pobcy,
develop stratepes that will strangrhen their
capacity to fulfill their legslatve and
representative responsibiliies with parnicuby
reference to MG and NEEDS, This was
followed by another policy dislogue held from
May 29 to Juine |, 2006 at the Ciy Lodpe Hotal,
oz for selact

Forticipamis at the TS50 workehop in Lagos

Stafl of committoss of the Mataomal Assembly
whose work warn identfied within the contesxt
of developan thar capaaties and expertisa on
izsuen. affecting pro-poor  Policies, Budget
tracking and identifying tha synargy af tha pro
proar documignts were discussed, The Dafosye
had in attandance, Secremries and Legisdathge
stafl of key Communtess of the Matisnal
Agsarbly, Chvil Seciery Organizanons and the
Meda, Effectve Stratepies for Effectiva Pro-
poor Reforma for Ceal Sodety Creamzanon
held from 5th |una - Beh Jure 30046 in Lagaos,
identified Cral Socwety Drgananons who ware
involved In capacity bullding of the Natonal
Assembly 1o develop effecove sorategins lor
pro-poot redorms,

The purpose of the workshop was to eraats an
urderstanding of the rwo documents mterms of
Development and Landmarks in the
Implemrenmion of MEEDS & MOGs.  The

Importance of Committers 50 Relationship
ith thi: Budget Process

Dr Ishiaky Mohammed of MDG office making
a pragantation in jo

Buildirg Capacity ra Manitor NEEDS & MDGs
Expenditure i the Budget Maximizing €50
Input Inea rhe Budget Process in the Contest of
MEEDS & MOGs  Tha goal of 50 and
Cormimitles relabionshp building s to achieve
the promation af achievable Pro-Poor policies
threwugh implermentation and manitoring as wel
At effective parmership with legiskators in terms
of achieving tha Pro-Poar rafarms,

Thesa polley dislogues have enriched not just
the Members of the Manonal Aszamibily, staff of
the Matianal Assambly and the Exccutive but
created preater ties berween the MNational
Assambly and Civil Society Oreanizations
irvalved in bullding the capacity of the National
Assembly i promoting effective  pro-poar
relorms,

Three of the recently held SMAP Pro-poor
workshaps almed 1o bulld on twe cipagty of
Mational legislators, legislative seaff, Gvil Society
Organizations and activists 1o mpact on pro-
poor reform delivery, in lighe of the MDGe/
MNEEDS documents. The recommendations ara
contained in the SMNAP autcome documents..

Fur mare information and analysis,
the fill docorient i available at the
NI Migeria office,



IRG STUDY MISSION Cont'd

The délegarion alse made visits o the
Congressional Budget Office in Washingror 0O
and the Conter for Budger Policy in Texas. in her
letrer 1o MM atter the study Lour, Senate
Committee Chair on Educarion and leader of
the: Migerian Mational Assembly Teamn, Senator
Joy Emedi smted that "the Study Mission
provided participants an opporunity 1o evaluate
mechanisms {or engaging 0 eflfective oversigh
of the Budget, with particlar fecus on
Transparency of extractive industoes rovenue
wias-of Lremendous benefit to thern, She further
stateel that she s absolutely  postwe  that
participants were groatly envched by
prosentations and lneeractlans and  the

objnctives of the program veere truly achwverd ™

Migaria Farticipontsat IRG Study Mission

NABRO UPDATE

The M MNABRT (Natonal Adsembly Budgeo &
Research Office) Program has in che past few
months cancentrated  =fforts. towards the
aevalzauon of @ budger office in the National
Aszeminly  Howewver within the yearn mors
progress towards the estaclshment of NABRG
F@s bieen mads than in all che preceding years,

Av the beginning of the yazr, and with MOl
engagernent with the MNasional Assembly, the
legisiature made a historfc sllocation of N265m
towvards the ssesblishmentof NABRD:

MD consulmnts, Hon: Bob Halmes, & legiglatar
from Geargia, 2nd Han, Chris Asgluka, a fermer
member of the Migerian National Assembly to
assist N following 11p on achieving the MABRD
creaton effort

Afrer several meatings with key committes
Chairs of both houses, a bill to escablish the
MABRCH is going: through final process in both
hausas MND| was able to make key
recommendations an strengthening the kil

The MWABRC Bill salled chrough |® and 2%
readingin record Lirmg,

In the nesx few months, MDD plans to assist the
Matiosial  Assembly In the Jctualization  of
MABRD chrough meaetings with relevant
stakeholders to ensure passage of the NABRO
Blll, assisrance with tha alfective set up of the
MNABRD Office, recruitment process, Study
Taurs for MNABRD plloe seaff, MABRO Website,
promoting affective collaboration with C50s,
rredia and the Natonal Assembly.



Joint Public Hearing of National Assembly
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on Fiscal Responsibility Bill (FRB)

On September 27 and 218, 2008, the |oint
Mational Assembly Commltee on the Fscel
Responsbilicy Bill, chaired by Senatar Udama
Udao Udarra, keld 3 public hearing on the Fiscal
Responsibility Bl in the MNatlemal Assembly
Coamplbex

This Bill purports to set up a framework an the
basis of which the fiscal policies of the Federal,
State and Locul Government can be coordinaned
to enhance batter managenient of the economy,
The bill & an impor@nt part of the MEEDS
document LUpon recopl of the Bill, some
members of the Matonal Aseembly undertook
sruely wisits to counteies such us Brazil & South
Alrica to understand how the Bill operates i
thicsta conimnitr ies

In hes opening remacks, the Seate President,
Ken Moarmam stated thar, “The Mationgl
Assambly & determined 1o enact the best Fiscal
Responsibilivy Law for Migaria and this ls derivesd
frarm Fher cominltineist Lo provide credible and
effuctive legislatve mechanism o enable e
ERECUTBe P lormy i1s statulory respongibley

Senagtor Udena Udo Udeimna
Chairman, Jaint Comimittes
Fisrol Respanzibilizy Eill

= - " =, = =,

Slow Progre
hewe Wieir resources are being usilired and the

manner 7 which payments are made, investad
and spent.

The Public Procurement bill seels to provide
Tor the establishment of the Mational Counell an
Fublie Praciurement: the Bureaw of Fublc
Procurement as the regulatory authority
respansible for the menitoning of public
procurement, harmanlzing existing

s for Econo

The Netisnal Assembly Complex Foyer

Tne publie hearing was also sttended by the
Honorable
Representativis as woll as otner mambars of cha
Matioral Assemitily. The Executive sponsors of
the bill wazre i attengance so slia apancies, Civil
Sociaty Revenue
Mobilzaton, Allocaren & Flseal Cammyssion, all
6 ‘Stares of the federation and all srate
Accountan:  Genarale represented,
Migerian Bar Assocauen, Insticute ol
Chartered Accauntants of Migene |(CAN),
Migeriz Ecoromic Sociaty (MNES), Private
organirations and individoals,

Migera Labor Corgrase (NLT), and MNaticnal
Associzronof Nigeran Students

Speaker of rhe House of

Organizaticns, the
£

Wara
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Gevernment pelicles and practices by
reglilating, setting standards and developing tha
legal framewors and prefessianal capacity for
public procurement in Nigeria, The blll will alsa
regulate the precuredient of goods and sarvices
in the public sector to enhance economy and
efficiency in the utiization of public funds

=_ = s LIRS

mic Reform Bills Cont'd

While applauding the Fiscal Responsibility bill,
the groups noted that chough the Bill is needied in
Migeria, it lacks yet sorme credibiliey which could
maost likely Impeade its possaige

Ine Mational Assembly Joiot Commites and
ather Members present thanked all participaris
lar their recommendations and inputs into the
Fiscal Responsibliiey Bl The Mational Assembly
welcomed the bill and desires to pass tt swilty,
but tha bill neads 1o be repackaged as the draft
Fiscal Responsibilicy Bill is technically
inadequate. The Chairman of the Ad- hoe
Commictee promiced ta take the
recommendations into account.

Currendy the public procurcment: bill s
undergeing consideration in the House having
passed the Commitres stage; while in  the
Senqte, the bill has gone past secend reading and
has bean raferred to the Semate Committee on
Establishrment and Public Servicas for further
action



Official Launch of SNAP Cont'd

SHAP will increase the cpacity of select
lepislabvre committess to foster, implement and
oversee pro-poor  reform within their
respechive ISS0S Areas

The Senata Presidenc, Ken Mpamani n his
speech said, | cbrace the dea of SMAP
becausa it is in accord with the vision of the
lepizlature | arbculted when | became Scnate
President in April 2005, It s a vision of 2
resparch-oriented and development focused
by oy and a vision of legishture recedving
rechinical support from civil sodety groups and
other stakeholders L alse accords with the
paradigm <hift in global underseanding of public
administration.”

Hoir, Farouk Lawan (Chalr Committes on
Appropriation) thanked MDD for s immense
conlributions Lo Migera  particufarly the
Mationial Assembly He applauded NDI for it
leptsfative strenpthening program (SMAF) of
whicl s waes delighted that his Committas was
amaong those SNAF would be werking with

Commants ware made by other members of
the Matenal Assembly whe were enthutiastic
ahout the SMAP program and looked forward 1o
partichpate in its various activities. Aley Stevens
ol DFID commanted on the official ke off of
SHAP and looked forward to the upcoming
actlvitiaz of the lemsiative i:l.r&nglhenlng
programs w Uwe Matonal Assembly on pro poor
iBsEs

NDI Country Director in o discussion with
Graham Goss and Alex Stovens (DFID)

*The MDGs wre ibvdeed relevant Lo N YU afiel
o marmer oot ondy 10 ue ot o Africa This (s
beciuse every {ourth African isa Migeran and
the poor Human Devalopmaent Index (HO) of
Mipera mekes the achievernent of the MDGs a
cormpelling and

|beahim, Senior
President on

irgent reality, said Amina |

Specal Assistanl to the
e MDGs rapresented by Or
Ibrahlm Dauda, “Migermans response o thesa
poor ndices has been anuncated in che MEEDS,
which i& our hame grown Poverty Reducton
Strategy Papar (PRSP)L” The SMAP launch was
organized by WO with grane suppart fram DFID
in asseeation with USAID congantrated on the
need toosomergthen the Matioral Assernbly
programs on pro-poor lssues with amphasis on
the NEEDS and MDG: documents

A ernss section of guests at the
Launch

Cross Section of Guest at the
Launch

Thix Setate Prosident was reprosencod by the
Chigl of Staff to the Senate Pregident: D Salihu
Bello. Tha Spealeer was represented by Hon
Lawan (Chalr Committae on
Approprition) whilis e Cherle ol the National
amsembly was raprasentad by cha Clark af tha
Sanata: Alhap Lmaru Sani, Also represented was
the Presidency Special Adviser, Dr |brahlm
Cauda. Alex Stevens was the representative of
[3FI ac the launch, Camments weara also made
by Hon. Lad Ohomo & Hon, Abdul Oroh.

Farouk

SNAP Targeted
Commillees

«  Education

= Health

= Aﬁm!t'ure .

= Women & Youth Devt.
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Role of Purhumenfunn

May 2006, the House of Representatives
Committes on Wornen and Youth Development
organized an Adrican Regonal Conference in
Kaduma on the role of parlamentarians in the
Fll"i'l‘l!Pl-‘l‘l'ﬂI'l el HIWF"E”I"H“_'I![ r_1r Lhr_' Afrni,"r.
child. Almajiris are young child beggars pur Into
the atreets by their teachers or cyen parenis (o
beg for thelr own fiving, They are mostly found
inthe Morthom region of Migera,

Theaim of the conference was to bring tageth
Farlsunentanans, experts in lslarmic and Wesram
r.l-‘iluilril.'.!ll m Huegm R.Ighu. qu ij,l'l[l practice,
health and developmant aralysts and otber key
En\"f'r“n“?l“ ﬂHl‘IH.IL'&. pursunnur ang
developmeant partners Ieam varlows Alrican
countres, The conlerence discussed the

The wider milgratory Implications related o
chiled erafficking, child health chyld abose, sbeur

andeconomic exploitation of the Alrmajici ¢ lild

According o the Contererce argamzers. the

abms fnclude making pzliey erepted
recommeandarions rhat will guide
parbamentarians, pelicy makere ann

Imiplemanrees in cisn g efloctve pronsts
afd protéecucn of the rghee of this suinermbh
_ﬂl':lll|'lil1lZ||I|l|I (L}

To devise stratedle propram ol actions o b
nnclertaleen by duty-bearers 00 parcipEng
countries i order to tackie the human rghts
il g
dizerminative environment inwhich the &b ikl

pows by the  marmpuaiative and

Chiled survives

ns in fhe Proiechon und Development

of the Almajiri Child

Ter, el W an '.':r-gl--'. Tor anpiermnialion in

addresying the Tradit:onal

taral

Clurame

.;‘l'-vr-l-'-__.| serrnd il tho clyld

yehienol Edissanor systarm for the

Saudaru Sayl, Chale Halits
d Yiodtl
fi addrass stated

I her speech Mo
Cormrmittas on Wamen Afldrs o
Dhevioprrnent 1n ner wecor
that, "lp = FACCERrADE Ta0 in Adrsgd, wlbzn 1h
worlt s focusng or the MDGs and NEPAD thar
the Blrean ohild sgec 4 1o 18 yers can be so

b=
[l% =4

W vt find et whiare wie RaVe gone wirony s
a sociery, The first yoal of the MDOGs alme a
reducing povarty by M5 Flow can wae then
realize tis goal f our children are still bagping™
Alrican countnes will not
silvve the MDGs poals unil strategle actlan It

Migers and arher
imteistee roharcls ransforing and developinge
into responsible mambers of the
shiz rélareed o A% leF: pru-ptpu['
[RIg=TLE T'l_ conferences wat daclired open |:'}

* ETALE FOVERTION, Adinsd Maloarh ane Mimiscer
of -"'.l'c_l |=.|'.Ft.:|i.. Mrz_ Inna Clrama

the Alimajiri
whclany, this

NDI New Country Director

The SNAP Team

Clement Mwinkwo;
Senlor Program Manager
Amina Ozonevo
Mikang Longian
Chizobam:lwucha

In fanuary 2006, Dr- Kelth Jennings assamed
dluties as the Country Director {or the MNationa!
Demacratic Institute in-Migera. Dr Keith
Jerinings has over 20 years ‘sxperiance
promating democracy and human rights in
pelitically complex environmant, He overseas
the implementation of NDI's _programs: in

Migeria in oliborzdon with senltr frogram

maragers-and other stall in the Abujs office Hs
buifds “and “malntains relaticnships with ke
paringrs from poltical parties; the Jeci
ane oher branches of ovemment, & soasty,
conors, andd the fnternational community Dr
Keith jeanisgs worked = the Presjdent ; African

American Hurban Rights Foundation, Adfinea
Geargia, Chlef of party, _ND! The Fhilippines,
Southermn Regional Coordinata, The Centar of
Community Thange. Washington DC, director
of Asman Erelf Soclety and Chisf of Parte NDI
jakarta; Indonesia, director of Citizen
parzicipation Program, ND| Washington DC He
wad the Chief of Parsy for NDI 0 Fozamblque,
Libers, Zambia and Sn. Advisor for Africa, Latin
America - and Laribbesn F_‘mgu.ams, =]
Washingron DC -and Chigf of party. He holds 3
PHE -zd M.A,, Political Selencs, from Clarlk
Athanza University, Georgr. and 8 B.A In publie
administration frotn Frisi Uintversin
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Workshop for targeted pro-poor

committee socretaries of the
National Asscmbly on the
MEEDS/MGDS budget review;
Dierober 29 31 (Kaduna)

I“ PAC Inaugiaral Meating: Formation
B Development of the Program
Achvisory Commirtes (PAC) (Abuja)
Establishmaent of C50 hason office in
thee Mational Assembly,

IT Technical Assistance to improve
targeted  Committees’ & senios
logislarive stall use of IT o promota
[rer- poin rsfor e,

MDGs/NEEDS Youth ‘Campaign
(Lagos) Octobior 19-21

DFIE: Qutput to Purpose Review.
(A Movember b- 7

NE & Education Senate Commimes
Mavonal Assembly  Stakeholders
forum o amproved cducation
delivery towards achieving the
MGs NEEDS poals (2015): (Abujy)
Mewernber 7 -

Hurman

Matioral  Conference an
Rights {Abum) Decomber B -9

18 Buchanan Crescent
Off Aminu Kano Crescent
Wuse | |, Abuja.

Tel: 234(9)4132761-2,/66

www.ndi.org

L]

Town Hall Meetings: Building

Confidence in Election Process
(Varnous: geo  pohltical zones)
Crerober

Vorer Registration Monitoring:
Cictober 25 Movernber 30
Memtorng of Step Down Tramings:
Tietober 30 Movember 4

Civll Seciery Organizazion Pre-
Elaction Conferance MNovamber [5-
)

e

"

Cistribution of House Commictes
Codeof Conducr Ocraber

e

Consuicarive f“'laatil'rg.s, Publicarian
and Dissemination of NABRC Repart
Wark with Mational Assembly to
determine NARRD hausing,
equipmonl needs, preplaing
workshops, recruitment of staff and
rraining and an intarlm budgar,

Wiarke with Matiosnal  Assembily Lo
fimalize NABRCH egpistation

Arsisr Matlonal Assambly in
conducting effective public hearings
Training  at Congressional Budpet
CHficn

Finalen job descriptions fior MNABRRD
stalband assistin recruitment process
Sign MO wich Mardonal Assarmbly an
MABRO

Canduct oriantatien and scart
clesboping stafl handhciol




