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NDI INTERN ATIONAL PRE-ELECTION ASSESSMENT DELEGATION
TO 2ENIN ISSLES FINDINGS

Cotonon, Februcry 2% 7% .- 2 four-member internatonal delepaton orgamized by the
Nanoaal Democranc lrstfute tor [ntematonal affairs (NDD has issued its pre-election statement
assessing the pre-electoral eavircnment and preparatons for Benn's March 3 presidenual ¢lection
Included in the delegaton ¢ repert are seven récommendatons covenng such topics as improving
public access to voter regiswaton and polling site lists, increasing domestic voter educauon activities
and taking steps to avod eiecuon-related violence.

The delegatcn = fincangs whuch are descnbed in a eight-page report, are based on meetngs
with Bemun's ~utonomous <3bonal Electoral Commussion (CENA), Consttutonal Court, High
Authonty for sudictizual :nd Commumcauon (HASC), representauves of the seven presidental
candidates. non-govermmertal orgamzanors. journalists and others. The delegaunon also traveled
throughout vanous regons cf the county to collect additional information on election preparatons
and the campaign envioamernt

The NDI dele2aucn :nciuced Edcith Coliver (United States), a former ieader of the League of
Tomen ‘oters and paruc:pan! i numerous election-related programs in AsI; Honoré Guie,
professor of consutunonal aw at the Unzversity of Abidjan (Cote d'lvoire) and president of the Cote
d'lvoire chapter of the Swug :nd Research Group en Democracy and Economic and Social
Development 1n <fnca (GERDDES-afnque); Yaovi Crespin Leguede (Togo), co-secretary general of
GERDDES-Afrique. znd Patnck )lerloe (United States), delegaton leader and NDI's semtor official
for electoral proerams

NDI based 1o “isineron DT has conducted election-related programmung in more than 40
countnes around the world The pre-elecuon deleganon 1s the latest in NDI's nonpartisan activities
to assist the democrans vrocess n Serua. which will also include mtematonal observer deleganons to
the Masch 3 slectiorn and to the March 17 run-off. of a secund round of voung is necessary. NDI
staff will remain 1n Berun unu! tie final results of the ¢lecuon are determined. Additional statements
wqll be released b e 207 ciiertor delzeatons. znd NDI will release a final report after the official
elecuon reswits are apnounces
_ The statement o7 he TI pre-elecuen cizessment delezatom 15 svaiable 1n Eaghsh and
Freach - COpuv €l Lid rnzlamant il antacked
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