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NDI/COUNCIL INTERNATIONAL ELECTION OBSERVATION DELEGATION
ARRIVES IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

An intsrnational elescticn observer delegation organized by the
Council of Frzely Elsctad Heads of Ccve--nent: based azt The Caxter
Center, and the Natiomal Democraztic Institute for Incernmational
Affairs (NDI) will arxrive in Santo Dom .*.ngo on Sunday, May 12, to
begin preparations for cbserving the May 1§ presidential slection.
The delegation will include elecclon experts, political and civic
leaders, and democratic develcrment e:cpe_ts frem 11 ccocuntriss
throughout Asiz, Eurcpe, and tne Americas Former Cclompian

Pragidsnt Belisario Betancur and former Guatemalan Dresident Ramir
de Lecn Carpio will lead the delegation.
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The delegaticn's orincipal purpose 1s to demonstrat

nternational  community's  intsrest and  support  for
rengthening of the del‘f'OCI‘atiC processas in the Dominican Republ

in
st
and to provide the intermational cowmunity with an objecti
‘assessment of the Dominican slectoral process. In witnessing th
elections, NDI/Council recognizes that Deminican citizens wi
ultimately determine the legitimacy of the 1996 presidenti
~election as well as whether the results express the will of
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While in the Dcmu.n:. in Republic, the delsgation will meet with
electoral officials, political party candidates, leaders of civic
organizations, journalists and ocheérs involved with the election
process at the national and local level. The delegation will
raceive detailed briefings in Santo Domingo before deploying
throughout the country to observe voting, ballot counting, and
tabulation of results. The observer delegation will conduct its
activities in accordance with the laws of the Dominican Republic
and international standards and practices concerning elactoral
processes and electoral rights. After the election, the delegation
will resssemble in Santo Domingo for a comprehensive debriefin ng and
plans to issue a preliminary post-slection statement at a press
confersnce on May 18 at 11 a.m. at the Sheraton Hocel.
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During the past decade, NDI and the Council have menicorad
mors than 50 elections arocund cthe world. In the Dominican
"-publvc, NDI and The Carter Csntar co-sponsoraed an intsrnational

lection observation delsgation for the 1990 election. NDI also
organized an election observation delegation for ;Le 1594
elections. An April pre-elaction assessment mission to the 1396

election, headed by former U.S. Prasident Jimmy Carter and ;orme
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Colombian President Belisario Betancur, found a promising
atmosphere for the MaV 16 elaction but was presentsd with sevsral
concerns, includin the impleamentation o: the new "colec
cerrade” wvoting procedura;,lack of direct access uO the Elect
Commission's computer c¢enter; a limitzation o‘accd the tumoe* o:
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naticnal observers; and questions rzised about the =ii ibilicy of
some individuals on the voter list. '

DELEGATION CO-LEADERS

Belisario Betancur, former Dresident of Colombiz

H.E.

H.Z. Ramiro de Lecon Carpic, Zcrmer Fresident of Guatemala

DELEGATES

Dr. Zmilio Alvarsz Montalban, Profsssor, The Cathclic Universicy
{Nicaragua)

Dr. Fidel Chavez Mena, Former President of the Chriscian Democratic
Party (E1 Salvador)

Carics Bascunan, Executive Dirsctor, Corporation of Justice and
Democracg (Chils)

Bruce Clark, Xankakee Countv Clerk, State of Iilinois (Unicad
States) N

Santiage Canton, Dirsctor for Lactin America and Caribbean, NDI
(United States)

David Carroll, Assoc. Directer of Latin American Program, The
Carter Centsr (United st ) '

Andrew Crawley, Deputy Dirs
American Relations (Spain)

Pamela Carter, Attorney Generzl, State of Indiana (Ur'

Curtis Cutter, Prasident, Iqtarwor14 Consultants (Uni

Rodolio de 11a Garza, Professor, Department of
University of Texas at Austin (United Statas)

Juan del Agulla Professor, Department of Political Science, Emory
unlver31ty, Georgla (United States)

ita Di Martino, Vice Chairperson of che New York Republican Stats
Committae (Unitad States)

Julic Faesler, President, Council for Democracy (Mex*co)

Jonathan Hartlym, Professor, Department of Political Science,
bnlver51;y of North Carolira at Chapel Eill (United States)

Guillermo Linares, Councilman, City of New York (United States)

Ana Guadalupe Martinez, Vice President, Legislative Assemblv (El
Salvador) : )

Patrick- Merlce, -Senior Asscciata
(United States)
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for Blectoral Preccesses, NDI,

L)

“




Christopher Mit . D
University (U;iCEd Statas)

Yon. Azia Taylecr Morton, former Treasursr of the United States and
NDI Board of Dirsctcrs (Unitcad States)

Docdnaught Singh, Chairman, Guyana Elscticn Committes,

vasuc Yoshicka, Executive Advisor, Iteche Inc. (Japan)
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NDI/COUNCIL STAFF
Becky Cascle, Latin American Program Coordinator, The Carter Canter
(Unicad Stacss)
Rata Kelsch, Program OQfficer for Latin America, NDI, (United

States) : :
Darren Nance, Field‘Rep ssentative for the Dominican Republic, NDI,

(United Statss)
Kathis O'Neill, Logistics Coordinator, NDI, (United States)
Nata Tibbits, Fisld Coordinator, NDI, (United States)

PN



