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Press Release 20 May 2014 — Blantyre

MESN Election Day Situational Statement

As of 9:30am it is clear from reports from MESN Observers that there the Malawi Electoral
Commission (MEC) is experiencing challenges across the country with the delivery of polling
station materials that is delaying the opening of a substantial number polling stations.

Chart 1: Polling Stations Reported Open by MESN PVT Observers as of 9:30am
- 755 of 800 (94%) reporting
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Nationally, MESN Parallel Vote Tabulation (PVT) Observers are reporting 61% of polling stations
open. However, in Eastern region 73% of polling stations are report as open compared to 43%
reported open in Southern region® (see Chart 1).

MESN calls upon the MEC to take urgent actions to address these challenges and ensure that all
of the polling stations open. The MEC should also guarantee that all registered voters have a
opportunity to vote regardless of the time their polling station opened.

MESN has received a total of 150 critical incident reports from the 1,500 MESN Short Term
Observers (STOs) and MESN 800 Parallel Vote Tabulation (PVT) Observers (see Table 1).

Nineteen (19) of these incidents related to accredited MESN Observers initially not being granted
access to polling stations by presiding officers because their names had not been transmitted by
MEC to the polling station. However, all of these incidents have, so far, been successfully resolved.
The vast majority (115) related to the late delivery of election materials.

! MESN'’s PVT Observers are deployed to a representative random sample of polling stations in all three regions, all

28 districts and all 193 constituencies of the country.



Table 1: Distribution of MESN STO and PVT Observer Critical Incident Reports as of 9:30am

REGON | pccess to polling Station | of Polling Stream | AllOther | Tota
Central 9 43 7 59
Eastern 5 18 1 24
Northern 2 8 4 14
Southern 3 46 4 53
Total 19 115 16 150

For more information contact Steve Duwa on 0888644813
Learn more about MESN at www.mesnmw.org or www.facebook/Malawi.Electoral. Support.Network

#H## END ###




