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NDI/IRI Announce Redeployment of International Delegation to Observe Nigeria’s
2019 General Elections

Abuja, Nigeria--- The International Republican Institute (IRI) and the National
Democratic Institute (NDI) announce the redeployment of its joint international election
observation delegation to Nigeria. The redeployment comes as a result of the
postponement of Nigeria’s elections from February 16 to February 23.

Former Vice President of The Gambia, Fatoumata Tambajang; President of NDI,
Ambassador Derek Mitchell, and President of IRI, Dr. Dan Twining will lead the diverse
delegation of observers from Africa, Europe and North America.

The 40 short-term observers will join a core team of thematic experts who arrived in
Abuja early February. Since July 2018, NDI and IRI have been on-the-ground observing
the Nigerian pre-election environment and has issued three pre-election assessment
reports with recommendations —July, September, December. The delegation also
issued a statement after the postponement of the elections on February 16, 2019.

“The IRI/NDI joint delegation strongly encourages the Nigerian people to not lose faith
in their democracy and to participate fully in the elections,” stated Her Excellency
Fatoumata Jallow Tambajang, former Vice President and Minister of Women’s Affairs
of The Gambia.

“The NDI/IRI joint delegation is committed to supporting the people of Nigeria through
completion of these elections, despite the delay. We have seen first hand the resilience
of the Nigerian people, and consider the success of credible, transparent and peaceful
elections this Saturday to be essential to Nigeria’s continued democratic development,”
said Ambassador Derek Mitchell, President of NDI.

NDI and IRI have organized more than 200 international election observation missions
around the globe, earning a reputation for impartiality and professionalism. The NDI/IRI
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mission to Nigeria will conduct its activities in accordance with the Declaration of
Principles for International Election Observation and Code of Conduct adopted by the
United Nations in 2005 and will base its findings and recommendations on Nigerian
laws and international standards for elections. All activities will be conducted on a
strictly nonpartisan basis and without interfering in the election process and in
conformity with the laws of Nigeria.

The NDI and IRI joint election mission is a demonstration of the international
community’s continuing support for democratic processes in Nigeria and is intended to
help promote public confidence in the electoral process.

HiHt
About NDI
The National Democratic Institute is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization working to
support and strengthen democratic institutions worldwide through citizen participation,
openness and accountability in government. Visit ndi.org to learn more.

About IRI

The International Republican Institute is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization dedicated
to advancing freedom and democracy worldwide. IRl enables political parties to become
more issue-based and responsive, helps citizens to participate in government planning,
and works to increase the role of marginalized groups in the political process. Visit
iri.org to learn more.
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