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g]zgn 8]df]qm]l6s O{lG:6Ro"6 -Pgl8cfO{_ Ps d'gfkmf /lxt u}/–;/sf/L ty:6 ;+:yf 
xf] h;n] ljZje/ /x]sf nf]stflGqs ;+:yf / cEof;x?nfO{ laut b'O{ bzseGbf 
nfdf] ;dob]lv ;xof]u ub}{ cfPsf] 5 . ;g\ !((# df Pg8LcfO{sf] :yfkgf ePb]lv g} 
Pgl8cfO{ / o;sf :yfgLo ;fem]bf/x?n] /fhgLlts / gful/s ;+:yfx?sf] :yfkgf 
/ ;anLs/0f ug]{, r'gfjL k|lqmofsf] ;+/If0f ug{] / ;/sf/df gful/s ;xeflutf, 
v'Nnfkg / hjfkmb]lxtf a9fpg] sfd ub}{ cfO/x]sf]] 5 . 

k|ltlnlk clwsf/– ;a} clwsf/x? g]zgn 8]df]qm]l6s O{lG:6Ro"6 km/ O{G6/g]zgn  
ckm]o;{ @)@@ df ;'/lIft /x]sf 5g\ . 

o; k|sfzgsf s]xL c+zx? k'gM pTkfbg ug{ jf u}/—gfkmfd'ns p2]Zosf nflu 
cg'jfb ug{ ;lsg]5 . t/ o;sf nflu Pgl8cfO{nfO{ o;sf] ;|f]tsf ?kdf pNn]v 
u/L cg'jfbsf] k|ltlnlk pknAw u/fpg' kg]{5 . 

cd]/LsL hgtfsf] pbf/ ;xfotfaf6 cGt/f{li6«o ljsf; lgof]u -o'P;PcfO8L_ dfkm{t 
cjf8{ gDa/ PcfO8L—#^&—LA—!&—))))!  cGtu{t o; k|sfzg ;Dej ePsf] xf] . 
oxfF JoQm ul/Psf ljrf/x? n]vssf lghL x'g\ / ltgn]] o'P;PcfO8L / cd]l/sL  
;/sf/sf] ljrf/ k|ltljlDat u5{g\ eGg] h?/L 5}g .
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Foreword k|:tfjgf

Namaste. 

Following the recent publication of the fourth edition, I am delighted  to 

share with you the fifth edition of the Policy Review – the latest publication 

from the National Democratic Institute (NDI) Nepal.  The Policy Review is 

an initiative of the five-year USAID funded Niti Sambad (‘Policy Dialogue’) 

project. Niti Sambad contributes to USAID/Nepal’s goal of helping to 

advance a more democratic and resilient Nepal by helping to support all 

democratic institutions and by further strengthening political, social and 

economic inclusion. 

Through the Policy Review, NDI Nepal aims to make policy analysis more 

publicly accessible, thereby cementing even further the democratic linkages 

between the citizen and elected political party representatives. The overall 

aim is to examine how policies relating to key issues affecting citizens 

are being and need to be addressed by policy makers at all levels of 

government. 

This latest edition covers the key topic of climate change. Let us be clear 

here that the issue of climate change is a threat that sees no borders 

and is something that affects us all.  Indeed, much of the world is already 

experiencing the negative impact of climate change. For those living in 

Nepal, the multi-faceted consequences of climate change are already well 

known. While there have been commendable efforts to combat climate 

change at all three levels of government and indeed commitments made by 

the GoN at the COP26 conference last year the five writers in this edition of 

the Policy Review all contend that more action is needed.

That is why in addressing the issue of climate change, many will contend 

that there needs to be a major collective and coordinated national effort 

at all three tiers of government, all the political parties, civil society as 

well as ordinary Nepalis - irrespective of caste, ethnicity or gender. In 

other words, the whole nation needs to come together under a common 

cause to not only see how it can effectively mitigate the consequences of 

gd:t] . 

g]zgn 8]df]qm]l6s OlG:6Ro'6 -Pgl8cfO{_n] k|sfzg ub}{ cfO/x]sf] gLlt–;dLIffsf] 
rf}yf] ;+:s/0fsf] k|sfzgkl5 oxfFx? ;dIf gofF k|sfzgsf] ?kdf gLlt–;dLIffsf] 
kfFrf}+ ;+:s/0f Nofpg kfpFbf dnfO{ cToGt} v'zL nfu]sf] 5 . of] k|sfzg 
o'P;PcfO{8Lsf] cfly{s ;xof]udf ;~rflnt kfFrjif]{ gLlt ;+jfb kl/ofhgfsf] Pp6f 
k|sfzg xf] . ;a} nf]stflGqs ;+:yfx?nfO{ ;xof]u pknAw u/fpFb} /fhgLlts, 
;fdflhs / cfly{s ;dfj]zLs/0fnfO{ yk ;'b[9 agfpFb} alnof] nf]stflGqs g]kfn 
lgdf{0fdf ;xof]u k'¥ofpg] o'P;PcfO{8L g]kfnsf] p2]Zo k|flKtsf nflu of] gLlt 
;+jfbn] of]ubfg k'¥ofpF5 . 

Pgl8cfO{ g]kfnn] gLlt–;dLIffdfkm{t gLlt;DaGwL ljZn]if0fnfO{ ;fj{hlgs?kdf 
;a}sf] kx'Frdf k'¥ofpg] / gful/s / lgjf{lrt /fhgLlts bnsf k|ltlglwaLrsf] 
nf]stflGqs ;DaGwnfO{ yk alnof] agfpg] nIo lnPsf] 5 . o; ;dLIffsf] ;du| 
p2]Zo gful/snfO{ k|efj kfg]{ d'ne"t ljifo;Fu ;DalGwt gLltx? s;/L agfOG5g\ 
/ tL ;jfnnfO{ ;/sf/sf ;a} txsf gLlt lgdf{tfn] s;/L ;Daf]wg ul//x]sf 5g\ 
eGg] s]nfpg' klg xf] . 

hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] ;jfn s'g} klg l;dfgfn] g5]Sg] Pp6f vt/f xf] . o;n] xfdL 
;a}nfO{ c;/ k'¥ofpF5 eGg] s'/fdf :ki6 x'g h?/L 5 . jf:tjdf ;+;f/sf w]/}n] 
hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] gsf/fTds k|efjsf] cg'ej ul//x]sf 5g\ . g]kfndf a;f]af; 
ul//x]sf dflg;n] klg hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] ax'cfolds kl/0ffdaf/] hfgsf/L 
kfO;s]sf 5g\ . utjif{ ;DkGg ePsf] sf]kf @^ ;Dd]ngdf g]kfn ;/sf/n] 
hnjfo' kl/jt{glj?4 n8\g] k|lta4tf hgfPsf] 5 eg] hnjfo' kl/jt{glj?4 
n8\g tLg} txsf ;/sf/n] ;x|fgLo k|of; ul//x]sf 5g\ . tyflk, o; gLlt kqdf 
;dfj]z ul/Psf kfFrhgfs} n]vdf jf:tjdf ;/sf/n] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf ;jfndf 
yk sfd ug'{kg]{ ts{ cufl8 ;f/]sf 5g\ . 

To;}n] hnjfo' kl/jt{g;Fu ;DalGwt ;jfnnfO{ ;Daf]wg ug{sf nflu w]/} n]vsn] 
d'Vo?kdf tLg} txsf ;/sf/, ;a} /fhgLlts bn, gful/s ;dfh, cfd 
gful/ssf ;fy;fy} lagf e]befj ;a} hfthflt tyf lnª\usf] ;d]t ;+nUgtfdf 
Pp6f ;fd"lxs / ;dGjofTds /fli6«o kxnsf] cfjZostf /x]sf] cf}+NofPsf 
5g\ . csf]{ zAbdf eGg] xf] eg] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf gsf/fTds kl/0ffdnfO{ 
Go"gLs/0f ug{sf nflu dfq} xf]Og, of] cj:yfaf6 cfufdL lbgdf jftfj/0fsf 
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climate change but also to see how it can sustainably benefit from this situation 

in the future interests of the environment as well as the future wealth and 

prosperity of its people.

I hope you will enjoy reading this publication. 

With kinds regards, 

Deborah Healy 
Senior Country Director 
NDI Nepal

;fy} ;Dkltsf] ;+/If0f / dfgj hLjgsf] ;d[l4 s;/L ug{ ;lsG5 eGg] ljifonfO{ 
;d]t Wofg lbP/ hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] of] ;femf ;jfndf ;du| /fi6« g} Ps} 7fpFdf 
cfpg cfjZos 5 . 

cGTodf, of] k|sfzg k9]/ tkfO{+ cfglGbt x'g'x'g]5 eGg] dnfO{ cfzf 5 . wGojfb . 

wGojfb 

8]a|fx xLln 
jl/i7 cfjfzLo lgb]{zs 
Pg8LcfO{ g]kfn
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s'Gb bLlIft
s'Gb bLlIft sf7df8f}+af6 k|sflzt x'g] c+u|]hL efiffsf] ;fKtflxs klqsf g]kfnL 
6fOD;sf] ;Dkfbs / k|sfzs x'g'x'G5 . pxfFn] hnjfo' kl/jt{g / ldl8ofsf] 
cGt/;DaGw, åGå ;dfwfg, ;dfhdf OG6/g]6sf] e"ldsfh:tf ljifodf n]Vb} cfpg' 
ePsf] 5 . pxfFn] …8]8nfOg cy{ M hg{lnHd Ph Okm b Knfg]6 Dof6;{Ú gfds k':ts 
n]Vg' ePsf] 5 eg] pxfF sf7df8f}+ ljZjljBfnodf ldl8of cWoog ljifosf] cWofkg 
klg ug'{x'G5 .  

zfGtf rf}w/L
;+3Lo ;+;bsf] ;b:o zfGtf rf}w/L g]kfn sDo'lgi6 kf6L{ -PsLs[t dfS;{jfbL 
n]lggjfbL_sf] ;+;bLo bnsf] ;r]tssf ;fy} kf6L{sf] kf]ln6Ao"/f] ;b:o klg x'g'x'G5 . 
pxfF clxn] ;+;bsf] s[lif, ;xsf/L / k|fs[lQs ;|f]t ;ldltsf] ;b:o x'g'x'G5 . klxnf] 
;+ljwfg;efsf] ;b:o pxfF tTsfngLg ;+;bsf] k|fs[lQs ;|f]t ;fwg ;ldltsf] ;efklt 
klg x'g'x'GYof] . 

lbks ljZjsdf{
lbks ljZjsdf{ ljleGg ljifosf cg';Gwgstf{sf ;fy} cGt/f{li6«o ljsf; cEof;stf{ 
x'g'x'G5 . pxfFn] cfkm\gf] Joj;flos hLjgdf hnjfo' kl/jt{g k|lt/f]w, ljkb\ hf]lvd 
Go"gLs/0f, hnjfo'sf sf/0f x'g] la:yfkg / cfk|jf;g, :yfgLo k|fs[lQs ;|f]t 
Joj:yfkg / ;fj{hlgs gLlth:tf ;jfndf a[xt?kdf sfd ug'{ ePsf] 5 . pxfF;Fu 
ljleGg /fli6«o / cGt/f{li6«o ;+3;+:yfdf cfa4 eP/ sfd u/]sf] cg'ej 5 .   

uLtf kf08] 
uLtf kf08]n] ljz]if u/L dfgjclwsf/, hnjfo' kl/jt{g / n}lª\us ;dfgtfh:tf 
ljsf;sf ;jfndf sfd ug'{ ePsf] 5 . pxfF ltg} ;jfndf s]lGb|t jsfnt / 
cleofgdf ;+nUg x'g'x'G5 . o;sf ;fy} pxfF lgoldt?kdf hnjfo' kl/jt{g / cGo 
jftfj/0f;Fu ;DalGwt ljifodf n]Vg'x'G5 . pxfF clxn] Pp6f ;fdflhs ;+:yfdf 
jftfj/0f, hnjfo' kl/jt{g / jsfnt;Fu ;DalGwt sfo{qmdsf] Joj:yfkssf] 
e"ldsfdf x'g'x'G5 .   

;'hftf tfdfª
;'hftf tfdfª ;f]n'v'Da' lhNnfaf6 aLaL;L g]kfnL ;]jfsf nflu sfo{/t cg'elj kqsf/ 
x'g'x'G5 . cfkm\gf] Joj;flos hLjgdf pxfFn] sfo{/t /]l8of]sf nflu ljleGg ;fdflhs, 
/fhgLlts, hnjfo' kl/jt{g cflb ljifodf l/kf]l6{ª ub}{ cfpg' ePsf] 5 . o;sf ;fy} 
pxfF /fli6«o:t/sf ljleGg k|sfzgdf lkmr/ / ljrf/ klg n]Vg'x'G5 . 

Kunda Dixit
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Nepal’s chronic problem has always been that we are aware of what the 

country’s problems are, we know that solutions exist, yet our system of 

government seem incapable of making the appropriate interventions necessary 

to fix them in a timely manner.  Indeed, if you care to name any problem, such 

as urban waste management, accessible healthcare, filthy rivers, or poor road 

design, while knowing how to solve the issues, as a country we just never seem 

to be able to get around to putting those plans into concrete action. 

It is the same with Nepal’s burgeoning petroleum imports, which has doubled in 

the past five years. Certainly, lessening Nepal’s dependence on diesel, petrol and 

gas from India offers a number of tangible benefits, namely: a reduction in our 

trade deficit leading to a greater political independence from India; switching to 

renewable energy would help boost the domestic hydropower sector and create 

further employment opportunities; a further reduction of indoor and outdoor 

pollution in regard to battery-operated vehicles and electric stoves; and a 

reduction in Nepal’s ‘carbon footprint’ as a way of helping to save the planet.

Of course, some of this is already happening. For example, Nepal is now 

exporting its monsoon surplus electricity to India and is also set to triple its 

hydropower generation capacity over the next five years. However, the contention is 

that it is not happening fast enough. Nepal’s diesel consumption alone has increased 

15 times since 1990 and the number of registered motorcycles has doubled in the 

past three years alone, with the Kathmandu Valley alone witnessing some 1.3 million 

two-wheelers on the road.1 Apart from being economically unsustainable, the impact 

from carbon monoxide on the nation’s health is incalculable. Indeed, one estimate 

says that the average lifespan of a typical resident in Kathmandu has been reduced 

by four years in average.2 And let us not forget the fact that this is not counting 

morbidity from chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, asthma, cancer and other 

cardiovascular linked diseases.  

Don’t keep crying 
wolf about climate 
change
n  Kunda Dixit

g]kfnsf] lb3{sfnLg ;d:of ltg} x'g] u/]sf 5g\ h'g b]zsf] d'Vo ;d:of xf] eGg] s'/fdf xfdL hfgsf/ 5f}+ . xfdLnfO{ yfx 5, tL ;d:ofsf ;dfwfg 5g\ oBlk, 
;dod} tL ;d:ofsf] ;dfwfgsf nflu cfjZos pko'Qm x:tIf]k ug{ xfd|f] zf;g 
k|0ffnL cIfd b]lvG5 . tkfO{+ To:tf s'g} klg ;d:ofnfO{ lng ;Sg'x'G5 . h:t} M 
zx/L kmf]xf]/ Joj:yfkg, kx'Frof]Uo :jf:Yo ;]jf, kmf]xf]/ gbL jf sdhf]/ l8hfOgsf 
;8s cflb ;d:of 5g\ . clg oL ;d:of s;/L ;dfwfg ug]{ eGg] klg  yfxf 
5 . t/, Pp6f b]zsf] ¿kdf xfdLn] tL ;d:of ;dfwfgsf nflu slxNo} klg 7f]; 
sfo{of]hgfdf ;dfj]z ug{ ;s]gf}F . 

g]kfnsf] a9\bf] k]6«f]lnod cfoftsf] >[ª\vnf p:t} 5 . laut kfFr jif{df k]6«f]lno 
kbfy{sf] cfoftsf] dfqf bf]Aa/ ePsf] 5 . kSs} klg g]kfndf ef/taf6 cfoft x'g] 
l8h]n, k]6«f]n / UofF;sf] dfqf sd x'g] jf klge{/tf sd x'g] xf] eg] o;af6 w]/} nfe 
k|fKt ug{ ;Dej x'G5 . h:t} M xfd|f] ef/t;Fusf] Jofkf/ 3f6fdf sdL cfpg] s'/fn] 
g]kfnsf] /fhgLlts :jtGqtf alnof] agfpg ;3fpF5 . o;}u/L gjLs/0fLo pmhf{tkm{ 
hfFbf cfGtl/s hnljB't If]qnfO{ dfly p7fpg / yk /f]huf/Lsf cj;/ l;h{gf 
ug{ d2t k'U5 . Aof6«Laf6 rNg] ;jf/L ;fwg / ljB'tLo r'nf]sf] k|of]un] 3/leq jf 
aflx/sf] jftf/0fLo k|b'if0fdf w]/} sdL NofpF5 . / g]kfnsf] æsfa{g km'6lk|G6Æ 36fP/ 
k[YjLnfO{ arfpg ;xof]u u5{ .

jf:tjdf oLdWo] sltko sfd klxn]af6 g} eO/x]sf] 5g\ . pbfx/0fsf nflu g]kfnn] 
dg;'gsf] ;dodf a9L ePsf] lah'nL ef/t lgof{t ul//x]sf] 5 / cfufdL kfFrjif{df 
g]kfnn] hnljB't\ pTkfbg Ifdtf tLg u'0ff a9fpg] lbzfdf cufl8 al9/x]sf] 5 . 
oBlk, of] sfd tLa| ultdf x'g ;ls/x]sf] 5}g . ;g\ !(() kl5 g]kfnsf] l8h]n 
vkt !% u'0ff a9]sf] 5 . o;}u/L g]kfndf btf{ ePsf df]6/;fOsnsf] ;ª\Vof laut 
tLgjif{df dfq} bf]Aa/ ePsf] 5 . sf7df8f}+ pkTosfsf] ;8sdf dfq} sl/a !# nfv 
b'O{kfª\u|]] ;jf/L;fwg u'8\5g\ .1 g]kfn lbuf] cfly{s ljsf; x'g g;Sg' afx]s sfa{g 
df]gf]cS;fO8n] /fi6«sf] :jf:Yodf lgs} w]/} k|efj kfl//x]sf] 5 . jf:tjdf, o;n] 
sf7df8f}+sf afl;Gbfsf] cf};t cfo' sl/a rf/jif{n] 36]sf] cg'dfg ul/Psf] 5 .2 / 
xfdLn] s] e'Ng' x'Fb}g eg] of] tYofª\sdf kmf]S;f];DaGwL bL3{ /f]u, bd, SofG;/ / d'6' 

n s'Gb bLlIft

hnjfo'  
kl/jt{gaf/] :ofn 
x'O{+of gu/f}+}
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While the issue of climate change has rightly grabbed all the media headlines, 

the underlying causes of poor air quality are still rarely addressed. The public 

(and let us add the media for that matter) have arguably become so apathetic 

and so fatalistic in their approach regarding issues relating to toxic air that we 

seem to take it now as a given. One could go further to say that the Nepal state 

has also detected this form of fatalism, and uses it as a convenient excuse to do 

nothing in terms of policy development. 

For as long as tax revenue from petroleum-based products and vehicle sales 

keeps shoveling cash into the federal exchequer, politicians and bureaucrats at 

all levels do not seem to be bothered - even though they have to breathe the 

exact same filthy air as we do day in day out. Successive federal governments 

have been diverting attention away from their self-evident lack of action on 

cleaning up the air quality by blaming the whole matter on climate change. In 

fact, the global crisis on climate change has become perhaps the perfect excuse 

to also pin the blame for Nepal’s food insecurity, floods and droughts and all 

other ‘natural’ calamities for that matter.

To be clear, climate breakdown is a planetary emergency. The carbon dioxide 

concentration, which had never risen above 300 parts per million in the earth’s 

recent history, is now reaching 417 parts. Hurricanes and cyclones are more 

intense and frequent than ever, monsoons have become more erratic than 

ever, with winter droughts now becoming the norm, leading to devastating 

wildfires across the region. In particular, Nepal’s Himalayan glaciers have 

receded dramatically over the past 60 years, and there are now lakes where 

previously there used to be ice. Many of these expanding lakes are also at risk 

of bursting, threatening downstream settlements and infrastructure. Furthermore, 

many of the glaciers are also shrinking. For example, the Base Camp at Mount 

Sagarmatha (Mount Everest) is now some 50 meters below what its elevation 

level was back in 1953, when Tenzing Norgay and Sir Edmund Hillary climbed 

the world’s highest mountain.

And while the recent COP26 meeting in Glasgow last autumn set a target of 

limiting annual global temperature to within 1.5 degrees above pre-industrial 

levels by 2030 to 2050, it appears as if nations will fail to meet this target. 

Specifically, even if the global average increase is limited to only 1.5 degrees, the 

Himalayas will be hotter by up to 0.7 degrees, according to the latest scientific 

data.3 At that rate, two-thirds of the ice in the Himalayas will have melted within 

this century. Such a situation would have catastrophic consequences not just for 

Nepal, but for the 1.4 billion persons who live downstream and depend on the 

rivers that originate in the Himalayas. While there will still be enough water in 

these rivers during the monsoon months, the same rivers will have reduced flow 

tyf /QmgnL;Fu ;DalGwt /f]usf sf/0f cfo' 36\g] tYofª\s o;df u0fgf  
ul/Psf] 5}g . 

hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] ;jfn ;a}h;f] ;~rf/dfWoddf d'Vo ;dfrf/sf] zLif{s aGg] 
u/]sf 5g\ . tyflk, tL ;~rf/dfWoddf v/fa u'0f:t/sf] xfjfsf cfwf/e"t sf/0faf/] 
eg] vf;} rrf{ ul/Psf] kfO{+b}g . k|b'lift xfjfsf ;jfndf hgtf -/ o; ljifodf 
;~rf/dfWodnfO{ klg ykf}F_ olt pbf;Lg / efUojfbL b[li6sf]0f /fV5g\ ls dfgf}+ 
xfdLnfO{ o:t} xfjf lbOPsf] xf] . cem eGg] xf] eg] /fHon] klg efUojfbsf] of] ¿k 
kQf nufPsf] 5 . To;}n] /fHo gLlt lgdf{0f ug]{ ;Gbe{df of] d'2fdf s]xL klg ug{ 
gk/f];\ eg]/ ;xh axfgfsf] ¿kdf o;nfO{ k|of]u u5{ .

ha;Dd k]6«f]lnod kbfy{ / ;jf/L ;fwg laqmLaf6 k|fKt x'g] /fh:j ha;Dd ;ª\3Lo 
sf]ifdf hDdf eO/xG5, ta;Dd xfdLn] lbgx'F h:tf];'s} kmf]xf]/ xfjfdf ;f; km]g{ afWo 
eP klg s'g} klg txsf /fhgLlts g]t[Tj / sd{rf/L of] ;jfndf lrlGtt x'g]jfnf 
5}gg\ . ;ª\3Lo ;/sf/n] o:tf] cj:yf cfpg'sf] ;Dk"0f{ bf]if hnjfo' kl/jt{gnfO{ 
nufO/x]sf] 5 . t/ xfjfsf] u'0f:t/ a[l4 ug{ s'g} lsl;dsf] kxnsbdL lng eg] Wofg 
lbO/x]sf 5}gg\ . jf:tjdf g]kfnsf] vfB c;'/Iff, af9L, v8]/L / cGo ;a} …k|fs[ltsÚ 
laklQsf nflu ljZjJofkL ;+s6sf] ¿kdf /x]sf] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] g} d'Vo sf/0f xf] 
eg]/ klG5g] pko'Qm axfgf ldn]sf] 5 . 

:ki6¿kdf eGg'kbf{, hnjfo' kl/jt{g;Fu ;DalGwt ;d:of u|x;Fu ;DalGwt Ps 
lsl;dsf] ;+s6 xf] . k[YjLsf] kl5Nnf] ;dofjlwdf 8fOcS;fO8sf] 3gTj #)) efu 
k|lt ldlnogeGbf dfly slxNo} k'u]sf] lyPg . clxn] of] 3gTj a9]/ $!& efu 
k'u]sf] 5 . cfFwL / rqmjft klxn]eGbf w]/} l56f] l56f] / tLa| ultdf cfO/x]sf 
5g\ . klxn]eGbf dg;'g klg w]/} clgoldt eO/x]sf] 5 . lxpFbdf x'g] v8]/L x'g' 
ca ;fdfGo h:t} eO;s]sf] 5 h;n] ubf{ o; ljgfzsf/L 89]nf] lgDTofO/x]sf] 5 . 
ljz]ifu/L g]kfnsf lxdgbL laut ^) jif{df gf6sLo¿kdf 36]sf 5g\ / klxn] lxpFsf 
r'r'/fx? clxn] tfndf kl/0ft ePsf 5g\ . oL la:tf/ x'g] qmd ;Fu;Fu} w]/} lxdtfn 
km'6\g] hf]lvddf k'u]sf 5g\ . o;n] tL tfneGbf tnlt/ /x]sf dfgja:tL Pj+ ef}lts 
k"jf{wf/sf hf]lvddf 5g\ . o;sf ;fy} w]/} lxdgbL ;ª\s'lrt x'Fb} uO/x]sf 5g\ . 
pbfx/0fsf nflu, ljZjsf] ;jf]{Rr lzv/ ;u/dfyfsf] cfwf/ lzlj/ ;g\ !(%# df 
t]lGhª gf]u]{ / ;/ P8dG8 lxnf/Ln] cf/f]x0f ubf{sf] prfOeGbf clxn] em08} %) ld6/ 
tn k'lu;s]sf] 5 .

oxL jif{ :s6Nof08sf] Unf:uf]df ePsf] ;+o'Qm /fi6«;ª\3Lo hnjfo' dxf;GwLsf 
kIf /fi6«x?sf] lzv/ ;Dd]ng sf]k @^ n] ;g\ @)#) b]lv ;g\ @)%) ;Dddf 
ljZjJofkL¿kdf jflif{s tfkqmdnfO{ 36fP/ cf}Bf]lus qmflGt eGbf klxn]sf] cj:yfdf 
k'¥ofpg] cyf{t !=% l8u|L ;]lN;oN;df ;Lldt ug]{ nIo /fv]sf] 5 . t/, tL kIf 
/fi6«x?n] of] nIo k"/f ug{ ;Sg] b]lvFb}g . ljz]ifu/L, ljZjJofkL cf};t tfkqmd 
a[l4 !=% l8u|Ldf ;Lldt ul/P klg lxdfno If]q )=& l8u|L;Dd tftf] x'g] cWoogx?n] 
b]vfPsf 5g\ .3 oxL ultdf tfkqmd a9]sf] v08df of] ztfAbLleq} lxdfnsf] b'O{ ltxfO 
lxpF jf a/km klUng]5 . o:tf] cj:yf l;h{gf x'Fbf g]kfnsf] dfq geO{ cGo If]q hxfF 
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during the spring. With the ice gone, these rivers will be drier in the dry season, 

when the water for irrigation and household use is needed the most.

Of course, the important issues of ‘ice and snow’ tend to receive all the 

public attention. After all, the impact of global warming on Arctic Sea ice, the 

Greenland Ice Sheet and mountain glaciers are much more visible and can be 

captured well in dramatic ‘before-after’ photography.  This means the importance 

of water is overshadowed by ice. Precipitation in the Himalayan region 

comes from ‘sky rivers’, bands of moisture that bring rain and snow that then 

accumulate in the mountains. After the polar region, the Himalaya-Hindu  

Kush-Tibetan Plateau is the largest repository of ice on the planet. These 

mountains store water as ice and also act as a gigantic ‘sponge’ to hold water 

before slowly letting the water out into the streams, rivers and lakes.

It also needs to be noted that Nepal’s per capita footprint is so small, and its 

historical emissions so negligible that we, as a country, have had virtually no 

role in creating this climate change mess in the first place. At COP26, those 

richer nations altogether pledged trillions of US dollars to help those developing 

countries with their energy transition processes. Of course, this would be a 

welcome development if it actually happened, remembering that funds sincerely 

promised in previous COPs have never materialized. 

Therefore, with this pretext, Nepal will have to prepare for being let down 

yet again with rich nations not putting their cash where their mouths are. 

In Glasgow, Nepal committed itself to attaining net-zero by 2045 through a 

transition to clean energy, and to increase forest cover to 45 percent by 2030. 

Switching to electricity for industrial, household and transportation is needed 

even quicker than 2045, not just to meet our environmental commitments but 

also to save our national economy. 

It is worth noting that Nepal’s forests cover is already at about 42 percent due 

to the federal community forestry program. The federal target of 45 percent of 

forest cover would essentially means that Nepal will not be able to cut down any 

more trees ever again. But again, action speaks louder than words remembering 

that the Nijgad airport project alone would end up decimating more than 8,000 

hectares of the last remaining tract of native tree sal forests in the eastern  

Terai region. 

Let us also remember that Nepal is sitting on a ‘pyramid’ of often 

interconnecting crises, namely poverty, inequality and discrimination, food 

insecurity and malnutrition, rampant urbanization, and external migration. These 

and many other problems pre-date the climate change crisis. Each were caused 

lxdfnaf6 aUg]] gbLdf cfl>t / tNnf] t6df a;f]af; ug]{ ljleGg b]zsf sl/a ! ca{ 
$) s/f]8 dflg; k|efljt x'g]5g\ jf o;n] uDeL/ kl/0ffd Nofpg]5 . dg;'g dlxgfdf 
oL gbLx?df kof{Kt kfgL eP klg j;Gt Ct'df tL gbLx?sf] axfa sd x'g] u/]sf 
5g\ . lxdfnsf] lxpF klUnP/ uPsf] v08df ;'Vvf df};ddf tL gbLx? ;'Sg]5g\ / 
l;+rfO / 3/fo;L pkof]usf nflu kfgLsf] cefj x'g]5 . 

jf:tjdf …a/km / lxpFÚ h:tf dxTjk"0f{ ;jfnn] ;a} dflg;sf] Wofg lvRg] ub{5 . 
cGtt M cfs{l6s ;fu/sf] a/km, u|LgNof08sf] a/km / lxdfno kj{tsf lxdtfndf 
ljZj jfikLs/0fsf] k|efj w]/} k/]sf] b]lvG5 / h;nfO{ …klxn] / kl5Úsf] kmf]6f]u|fkmLdf 
k|efjsf/L ¿kdf s}b ug{ ;lsG5 . o;sf] cy{ kfgLsf] dxTjnfO{ a/kmn] cf]em]ndf 
kf/]sf] 5 . lxdfno If]qdf …cfsfz] gbLÚaf6 jiff{ x'G5, o;sf] cy{ cfb{|tfsf] dfqf xf] 
h;n] jiff{ / lxpF NofpF5 . To;kl5 tL lxpF lxdfnL If]qdf If]qdf hDdf x'G5 . s'jLo 
If]qkl5 k[YjLdf lxdfno–lxGb" s'z–ltAatLog Kn]6f] lxpF jf a/kmsf] ;a}eGbf 7"nf] e08f/ 
xf] . oL kxf8n] kfgLnfO{ a/kmsf] ¿kdf e08f/0f u5{g\ / la:tf/} vf]nf, gbL / tfnsf 
¿kdf 5f]8\g' cl3 kfgLnfO{ c8\ofP/ /fVg] ljzfn …:kGhÚ sf] ¿kdf sfd u5{g\ .

xfdLn] s] klg Wofg lbg' cfjZos 5 eg] g]kfnsf] k|ltJolQm sfa{g km'6lk|G6 lgs} 
;fgf] 5 / o;sf] P]ltxfl;s pT;h{g klg olt gu0o dfqfdf 5 ls xfdLn] Ps 
b]zsf] ¿kdf x]bf{ hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] c;Gt'ng l;h{gf ug{df xfdLn] oxfF s'g} e"ldsf 
lgjf{x u/]sf 5}gf}+ . sf]k @^ df wgL /fi6«x?n] pTkfbg u/]sf] phf{ ;+qmd0f k|lqmofdf 
;xof]u k'¥ofpgsf nflu ljsf;zLn b]zx?nfO{ l6«lnog cd]l/sL 8n/sf] afrf u/]sf 
5g\ . kSs} klg tL afrf jf:tljstfdf kl/0ft eof] eg] of] :jfutof]Uo sfd x'g]5 . 
:d/0f /xf];\, lautsf sf]k a}7sx?df ul/Psf k|lt1fcg';f/sf] /sd Odfgbf/Lk"j{s 
slxNo} k|bfg ul/Psf] 5}g . 

To;sf/0f g]kfnn] of] ;jfndf km]l/ klg lg/fz x'g] tof/ x'g'k5{ lsgeg] wgL 
/fi6«x?n] cfgf] cfgf] jfrfcg';f/ /sd pknAw u/fpg] u/]sf 5}gg\ . Unf:uf]df 
g]kfnn] ;g\ @)$% ;Dddf :jR5 pmhf{sf] ¿kfGt/0faf6 z"Go v'b pT;h{gdf k'Ug] / 
;g\ @)#) ;Dddf jg If]qnfO{ $% k|ltztdf k'¥ofpg] k|lta4tf hgfPsf] 5 . xfd|f] 
jftfj/0fLo k|lta4tf k"/f ug{ dfq geP/ xfd|f] /fli6«o cy{tGqnfO{ arfpg klg 
cf}Bf]lus, 3/ / oftfoftsf nflu cfjZos ljB'tdf cfTdlge{/ x'gsf nflu klg ;g\ 
@)$% eGbf l56\6} Tof] cj:yfdf k'Ug' cfjZos 5 .

;ª\3Lo ;fd'bflos jg sfo{qmdsf sf/0f g]kfnsf] jg If]q clxn] g} sl/a $@ k|ltzt 
k'Ug' ;x|fgLo s'/f xf] . ;+3Lo ;/sf/n] jg If]qnfO{ $% k|ltzt k'¥ofpg] nIo /fVg'sf] 
cy{ jgdf ePsf ¿v slxNo} sf6\g gkfpg' xf] . t/, lghu9 ljdfg:yn cfof]hgfn] 
dfq} k"jL{ t/fO{ If]qsf] jgdf afFsL /x]sf] /}yfg] k|hfltsf ;fnsf ¿v sf6\g] of]hgf 
agfPsf] 5 . cfof]hgfn] sl/a * xhf/ x]S6/eGbf a9L jgIf]q gi6 ug]{ s'/f ;DemFbf 
km]l/ klg zAbeGbf sfd a9L k|efjsf/L x'G5 eGg] b]vfpF5 .

g]kfn ul/aL, c;dfgtf / e]befj, vfBfGg c;'/Iff tyf s'kf]if0f, a9\bf] ;x/Ls/0f / 
cfk|jf;gh:tf k|foM cGt/;DalGwt ;+s6sf] …lk/fld8Údfly plePsf] 5 eGg] klg :d/0f 
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by the neglect of the Nepal state, poor levels of governance, and the lack of 

accountability by respective political leaders from across all political persuasions. 

For example, there is surely no adequate reason why citizens living in western 

Nepal should continue to suffer from chronic food shortages. The reason for 

this perpetual food crisis is the fact that so much profit from food transport 

contracts have never been properly ploughed back to help local farmers. Indeed, 

the Nepal state has never done enough to lift farmers from bare subsistence by 

investing adequately in the provision of better irrigation systems, better quality 

seeds and better land distribution methods. Two-thirds of citizens derive their 

livelihoods from agriculture and 67 percent4 of farmers still depend on rain-fed 

agriculture. As climate change directly impacts agriculture and their livelihood, it 

is, therefore, a vexed issue for the huge numbers of households in Nepal. 

Yet, just about everything in Nepal today is blamed on the issue of climate 

change. At COP26, Nepal stated that the country’s main problem was the 

impact of climate change, which is self-evidently not true. In fact, it would have 

been more accurate to have highlighted the fact that the climate crisis has only 

made pre-existing structural problems even worse. In other words, the climate 

crisis is just the ‘tip of the ice-berg’ as it were in regard to Nepal’s current 

predicament.

Of course, Nepal has always been prone to natural disasters ravaged, as it 

has been, by floods and landslides during the monsoon, and by droughts and 

wildfires during the dry season. While these disasters have each become more 

frequent, the main trigger for the landslides has not been climate change. 

Instead, poorly engineered and haphazardly roads have been built all over the 

mountains. The impediments to the natural flow of the rivers caused by highway 

embankments, flood plain encroachments, and poor drainage floods have been 

worsened and served to negatively impact the livelihoods of local inhabitants. 

Water springs are also going dry across Nepal’s mountain tops, and farmers 

have to drill even deeper for water in the Terai region. Therefore, while erratic 

rainfall may be one of the causes, the real reason is the over-extraction of 

ground water that has lowered the water table everywhere. That is why Nepal’s 

politicians need to more effectively address a lot of structural problems in Nepal 

to help make the country become more climate resilient. For example, the 

introduction of low cost solar-powered pumps to lift water from rivers to irrigate 

elevated tar farms along the Karnali River and its tributaries could yield three 

crops per year. 

The neglect of the agriculture sector is also to blame for the masses of young 

people migrating from the land to urban conurbations as well as abroad.  

Falling agricultural productivity has causal explanations such as the failure 

u/f}+ . oL / cGo w]/} ;d:ofn]] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] ;+s6 ;doeGbf cufl8 g} cfpg] 
5 . o;sf] d'Vo sf/0f /fHosf] a]jf:tf, sdhf]/ zf;g Joj:yf / ;a} /fhgLlts 
g]t[Tjsf] hjfkmb]xLtflaxLtf xf] . pbfx/0fsf nflu klZrd g]kfndf a;f]af; ug]{ 
dflg;n] vfBfGgsf] bL3{sfnLg cefjsf] ;fdgf ul//xg' kg]{ s'g} lglZrt sf/0f kSs} 
klg 5}g . ;Fw} o:tf] vfBGg ;+s6sf] sf/0f eg]sf] vfBfGg 9'jfgL 7]Ssfaf6 x'g] 
7"nf] gfkmf :yfgLo ls;fgnfO{ ;xof]u ug{] u/L pgLx?sf] xftdf slxNn} gk'Ug' xf] .  
jf:tjdf /fd|f] l;+rfO k|0ffnL, u'0f:t/Lo aLp / hUufsf] plrt afF8kmfF8sf] Joj:yf 
ug]{ / kof{Kt dfqfdf nufgL ug]{ xf] eg] lgjf{xd'vL cj:yfaf6 ls;fgnfO{ dfly 
p7fpg ;lsG5 t/ /fHon] o; lbzfdf kof{Kt sfd u/]sf] 5}g . b'O{–ltxfO dflg;sf] 
hLljsf]kfh{g s[lif pTkfbgaf6 rnfpF5g\ / ^& k|ltzt4 ls;fg cem} klg jiff{df 
cfwfl/t s[lifdf cfl>t 5g\ . hnjfo' kl/jt{gn] s[lif / pgLx?sf] hLljsf]kfh{gdf 
k|ToIf k|efj kfg]{ x'gfn] of] g]kfnsf w]/} 3/kl/jf/sf nflu lrGtfsf] ljifo ag]sf] 5 .

lxhf]cfh g]kfnsf k|foh;f] ;a} ;d:ofsf] bf]if hnjfo' kl/jt{gnfO{ nufpg] ul/G5 . 
sf]k @^ df g]kfnn] b]zsf] d'Vo ;d:of hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] k|efj /x]sf] atfPsf] 
lyof], h'g cfkm}+df ;To eg] xf]Og . jf:tjdf hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] hf]lvd klxn]b]lv 
/x]sf] ;+/rgfTds ;d:ofsf sf/0f emg–emg v/fa x'Fb} uPsf] tYonfO{ klg k|sfz 
kfl/Psf] eP Tof] s'/f ;xL x'GYof] . csf]{ zAbdf eGg] xf] eg] g]kfnsf] jt{dfg lgolt 
jf cj:yf hnjfo' kl/jt{gn] lgDTofPsf] ;+s6sf] …Pp6f ;fgf] c+zÚ dfq xf] .

g]kfn kSs} klg dg;'gdf af9L / klx/f]sf ;fy} ;'Vvf df};ddf v8]/L / jg 89]nf] 
cflbn] ubf{ hlxn] klg k|fs[lts ljkb\sf] rk]6fdf kb}{ cfPsf] 5 . o:tf ljkb\ 
k6s–k6s a9\b} uPsf 5g\ . t/, klx/f]sf] d'Vo sf/0f hnjfo' kl/jt{g xf]Og . a¿ 
klx/f]sf] sf/0f t kxf8}el/ sdhf]/ OlGhlgol/ª u/]/ hyfefjL agfOPsf ;8s x'g\ . 
/fhdfu{df agfOPsf t6aGwn] gbLsf] k|fs[lts axfjdf cj/f]w NofPsf] 5, af9Lsf] 
;dodf To;n] d}bfgsf] cltqmd0f u/]sf] 5 / sdhf]/ 9n lgsf;sf sf/0f af9Ln] 
las/fn ¿k lnFb} uPsf] 5 . o;n] d"ntM :yfgLo afl;Gbfsf] hLljsf]kfh{gdf cToGt} w]/} 
gsf/fTds c;/ kf/]sf] 5 . g]kfnsf] kxf8L r'r'/fx?df kfgLsf d'xfg ;'Sg yfn]sf 5g\ 
eg] t/fO{df s[ifsn] kfgL lgsfNgsf nflu lgs} ulx/fO;Dd kfOk k'¥ofpg' kg]{ cj:yf 5 . 
kfgLsf] d"n ;'Sb} hfg'sf] Pp6f sf/0f clgoldt jiff{ x'g;S5, t/ jf:tljs sf/0f 
rflxF kfLsf] ;txt n k'¥ofpg] u/L e"ldut kfgLsf] hyfefjL cTolws bf]xg x'g' xf] . 
To;}n] olb b]znfO{ cem a9L hnjfo'sf ljifodf k|lt/f]wL agfpg] xf] eg] g]kfnsf 
/fhgLlt1n] ;+/rgfTds ;d:ofnfO{ cem k|efjsf/L ¿kdf ;Daf]wg ug{'kg]{ cfjZostf 
b]lvG5 . pbfx/0fsf nflu s0ff{nL / o;sf ;xfos gbLaf6 dflyNnf kmfF6df 
l;+rfOsf nflu kfgL n}hfg sd nfutdf ;f}o{ phf{af6 rNg] kDk Nofpg ;lsG5 / 
o;/L l;+rfO{sf] ;'ljwf k'¥ofpg] xf] eg] jif{df tLg afnL cGg pTkfbg ug{ ;lsG5 .

b]zsf] 7"nf] lx:;f u|fdL0f If]qaf6 ;x/Llt/ a;fO{+;/fO ug'{ / o'jf ljb]zLdf knfog 
ePsf sf/0f s[lif If]q pk]lIft x'g k'u]sf] xf] eGg] cf/f]k klg nufOg] ul/G5 . s[lif 
pTkfbsTj 36\g'sf cGo w]/} sf/0f klg 5g\, h:t} M ls;fg] ;dod} dn / cGo 
;fdu|L gkfpg', hldgsf] v08Ls/0f x'g', e"ldxLgtf / jiff{sf] cfwfl/t s[lif pTkfbg 
36fpg g;Sg' cflb klg s[lif If]q pk]lIf x'g'sf sf/0f x'g\, hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] 
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to get fertilizer and other inputs to farmers in time, fragmentation of holdings, 

landlessness, and inability to reduce the dependence of rain. It is not due to climate 

change.  However, ensuring that farmers receive support in addressing these 

structural issues would put them in a better position at least to cope practically 

with the impact of extreme weather brought about by climate change.

In this respect, it is important to remember that the hydrology of Nepal’s rivers 

will undergo major changes over the next fifty years as glaciers melt and there 

is less water in the dry season. While we must prepare for such a situation, 

Nepal is already wreaking havoc on our rivers with mindless sand and boulder 

mining. Furthermore, the fragile Chure ecosystem will also be exposed to more 

and more extreme weather conditions in the forthcoming decades with more 

frequent cloudbursts, extended droughts and raging wildfires. Yet, despite this, 

Nepal is already mining the hills and the seasonal streams that flow down from it. 

Of course, local corruption is also feeding the ‘plunder of the Chure Range’, which 

continues to have a major impact on the densely populated plains downstream 

in Nepal and India - with or without the issue of the climate change crisis.

In particular, the Melamchi debris flow in July 2021 was surely a vivid warning 

of things to come. High up in the mountains, above the Langtang National Park, 

slopes are already being destabilized by permafrost melting. Furthermore, the 

2015 earthquake also got hit by 200mm of rain in just a 24-hour period. As 

a result, the slopes dissolved and rushed downstream, killing 25 persons and 

damaging Nepal’s most expensive infrastructure project: the Melamchi Water 

Supply Scheme.5 This disaster provided two major lessons for us; first, that even 

a region without damaging human intervention, can be affected by climate-

related extreme weather, and second that we have to learn to live alongside 

disasters like these and try not to make natural phenomena even worse by 

building poorly constructed mountain roads. Instead, we need to be designing 

new infrastructure to withstand more frequent future weather calamities.

As a closing comment, and with Nepal’s carbon footprint of less than 0.02 tons 

per capita per year, we need to be clear that whatever we do as a nation is 

not going to save or destroy the planet. However, what we can effectively do 

is to reduce our use of fossil fuels, not just to help in a small way to prevent 

planetary ecosystem collapse but, more importantly, to protect our health, and 

save the country from immediate economic collapse and ruin. Nepal’s economic 

emergency is more urgent than its ecological crisis and, by saving the economy, 

we will also help save the ecology.

sf/0fn] dfq} ePsf xf]Ogg\ . oBlk, oL ;+/rgfTds ;d:ofnfO{ ;Daf]wg ug]{ / 
ls;fgn] ;xof]u kfpg] s'/f ;'lglZrt ePsf] v08df o;n] pgLx?nfO{ hnjfo' 
kl/jt{gn] lgDTofPsf] r/d df};dL k|efj;Fu Jofjxfl/s¿kdf ;fdgf alnof] agfpF5 .

o;sf ;fy} lxdgbL kUng] / ;'Vvf df};ddf kfgL sd x'g] ePsfn] cfufdL %) jif{df 
g]kfnsf] gbLsf] hnlj1fgdf 7"nf] kl/jt{g cfpg]5 eGg] s'/f :d/0f ug{ h¿/L 5 . 
xfdLn] Psflt/ o:tf] cj:yfsf] ;fdgf ug{ tof/L ug'{ 5 eg] csf]{lt/ g]kfnn] gbLdf 
hyfefjL¿kdf eO/x]sf] afn'jf / 9'ª\uf pTvggsf sf/0f ljgfz lgDTofO/x]sf] 5 . 
o;afx]s r'/]sf] sdhf]/ jftfj/0fLo k|0ffnLdf x'g] kl/jt{g sf/0f cfufdL bzsdf 
x'g;Sg] eLif0f jiff{, nfdf] ;do;Ddsf] v8]/L / ljgfzsf/L jg 89]nf] cflbaf6 r/d 
df};dL ;+s6tkm{ ws]lng] 5 . t/, o;af6 pTkGg x'g ;Sg] uDeL/ tLtf] ;TonfO{ 
a]jf:tf ub}{ g]kfnn] kxf8 / ToxfFaf6 aUg] df};dL vf]nfdf eO/x]sf] pTvgg\ /f]Sg] 
k|of; klg ul//x]sf] 5}g . kSs} klg :yfgLo e|i6frf/sf sf/0f klg …r'/] kj{tdfly 
bf]xgÚnfO{ dnhn ul//x]sf] 5, o;n] g]kfn / ef/tsf] ;3g hg3gTj ePsf tNnf] 
If]qdf lgs} 7"nf] k|efj kfl//xg]5 . of] hnjfo' kl/jt{g ;ª\6af6 pTkGg x'g ;Sg] 
o:tf ;d:of hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] c;/lagf g} eO/x]sf] 5 . 

ljz]ifu/L ;g\ @)@! sf] h'nfOdf d]nDrLdf ePsf] n]bf] axfjn] cfOkg{ ;Sg] To:tf 
36gfsf] ;jfndf :ki6 r]tfjgL lbPsf] lyof] . nfª\6fª /fli6«o lgs'~heGbf dflyNnf] 
kxf8df /x]sf] kdf{k|mf]:6 klUnP/ ToxfFsf 9nfg cl:y/ eO/x]sf lyP . o;sf ;fy} 
;g\ @)!% sf] e"sDksf] ;dodf klg ToxfF @$ 306fsf] cjlwdf @)) ldlnld6/ kfgL 
k/]sf] lyof] . o;}sf] kl/0ffd:j¿k ToxfFsf 9nfg klUnPsf lyP / To;kl5 tNnf] 
k|jfx If]qdf au]/ uPsf] lyof] . pQm 36gfdf @% hgfsf] d[To' ePsf] lyof] . o;n] 
g]kfnsf] ;a}eGbf dxFuf] k"jf{wf/ d]nDrL vfg]kfgL kl/of]hgfnfO{ klg Iflt k'¥ofPsf] 
lyof] .5 pQm ljkb\n] xfdLnfO{ b'O{cf]6f dxTjk"0f{ kf7 l;sfPsf] 5 M Ps, dfgjLo 
x:tIf]k gePsf If]qdf klg hnjfo'hGo df};dL k|efjsf sf/0f uDeL/ c;/ kg{ 
;S5 . b'O{, xfdLn] o:tf ljkb\ ;Fu;Fu} afFRg l;Sg'k5{ / kxf8L If]qdf sdhf]/ 
;8ssf] lgdf{0f u/]/ k|fs[lQs kof{j/0fnfO{ yk v/fa agfpg] k|of; ug{' x'Fb}g . 
o;sf] ;6\6f a¿ xfdLn] eljiodf cfpg] w]/} df};dL ljkb\sf] ;fdgf ug{ gofF k"jf{wf/sf] 
ljsf; ug{ cfjZos x'G5 .

lgisif{:j¿k pNn]v ubf{ g]kfnsf] sfa{g km'6lk|G6 k|ltJolQm k|ltjif{ )=)@ 6geGbf 
sd /x]sf] 5 . o:tf] cj:yfdf xfdL s] s'/fdf :ki6 x'g cfjZos 5 eg] g]kfn 
Pp6f /fi6«sf] ¿kdf xfdLn] h] u/] klg of] k[YjLnfO{ arfpg] jf gi6 ug]{ ljifodf xfd|f] 
e"ldsf x'g] 5}g . oBlk, xfdLn] k|efjsf/L¿kdf ug{ ;Sg] eg]sf] OGwgsf] k|of]udf sdL 
Nofpg ;S5f}+ . o;n] k[YjLsf] kof{j/0fLo rqmnfO{ Ifo x'gaf6 /f]Sgsf nflu ;fgf] 
d2t ug{ dfq xf]Og, a¿ ljz]ifu/L xfd|f] :jf:Yosf] /Iff ug{ / b]znfO{ tTsfn cfly{s 
ktg / ljgfzaf6 arfpgsf nflu dxTjk"0f{ e"ldsf v]Ng ;S5 . g]kfnsf nflu 
kof{j/0fLo ;+s6eGbf cfly{s ;+s6 a9L dxTjk"0f{ 5 To;}n] cy{tGqnfO{ arfP/ xfdLn] 
kof{j/0fnfO{ klg arfpg d2t ug{ ;S5f}+ .
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Nepal is at huge risk from climate change. Climate change is increasing 

natural disaster related risks while largely affecting all those areas essential 

for human existence such as water resources, environment, and production. 

Due to climate change alone, the earth’s temperature is slowly increasing. 

Snow in Nepal’s Himalayan region has been decreasing and the risk of glacial 

lake outbursts are also increasing. While tourism is an important source of 

the economy, less snow in the Himalayas may affect future levels of tourism. 

Similarly, the continuation of glacial lake outbursts or their destruction may 

serve to further affect tourism. At the same time, cases of glacial lake outbursts 

place human settlements along the same river banks at risk.  

Climate change has caused famine and sudden heavy rainfall for a long time 

now. Due to this, landslides and flooding have increased putting lives at risk. Last 

year’s sudden rainfall damaged paddy crops and resulted in a huge loss for local 

farmers. Additionally, climate change has had a major impact on the agriculture 

produce cycle. As we know, agriculture is reliant on having a rainy season. 

Yet, farmers have been unable to work on the fields since it has not rained 

sufficiently at the appropriate time while infectants and insects are increasingly 

affecting crops. In fact, the situation is such that farmers are compelled to 

use pesticides to protect their crops from such infectants. As a result, farmers 

are unable to yield the produce relative to the efforts spent. Climate change 

has also caused a decrease in agricultural production while food imports have 

greatly increased. 

Another major problem faced is environmental pollution as human health is 

adversely affected by environmental pollution. Carbon production is increasing 

air pollution and this risk is ever increasing. Water resources in rural areas 

are also drying up. This lack of water, key for drinking purposes and irrigation, 

is also increasing. In this way, climate change is causing natural losses while 

g]kfn hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf b[li6sf]0fn] lgs} hf]lvddf 5 . hnjfo' kl/jt{gn] 
Psflt/ k|fs[lQs hf]lvdnfO{ a9fO/x]sf] 5 eg] csf]{lt/ dfgjLo hLjgsf nflu 

cfjZos hn;|f]t, jftfj/0f, pTkfbgh:tf If]qdf klg lgs} 7"nf] k|efj kfl//x]sf] 5 . 
hnjfo' kl/jt{gs} sf/0f k[YjLsf] tfkqmd la:tf/} al9/x]sf] 5 . g]kfnsf] lxdfnL 
If]qdf lxpFsf] dfqf 36\b} uO/x]sf] 5 eg] lxdtfn km'6\g] hf]lvd klg a9\b} uO/x]sf] 
5 . g]kfnsf] cy{tGqsf] Pp6f dxTjk"0f{ ;|f]t ko{6g xf] . t/, lxdfnL If]qdf lxpFsf] 
dfqf sd x'Fb} uPsf sf/0f cfufdL lbgdf lxdfnL If]qsf] ko{6gnfO{ ;d]t k|efj kfg{ 
;Sg] b]lvG5 . o;}u/L, lxdfnL If]qdf /x]sf lxdtfn km'6\g jf gi6 x'Fb} hfg yfn]sf] 
v08df lxdfnL If]qsf] hghLjgsf ;fy} lxdtfn kfgL au]/ hfg] gbL lsgf/df /x]sf 
dfgjLo a:tL ;d]t hf]lvddf kg{ ;S5 .  

hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] k|efjsf sf/0f nfdf] ;do;Dd v8]/L kg{ yfn]sf] 5 eg] vfBfGg 
pTkfbg klg 3l6/x]sf] 5 . o;}u/L crfgs af9L klx/f] hfg] / hghLjg g} hf]lvddf 
kg]{ vt/f klg a9]sf] 5 . g]kfnsf utjif{ crfgs k/]sf] jiff{sf sf/0f w]/} ls;fgsf] 
wfgafnLdf lgs} 7"nf] Iflt k'Uof] . o;sf ;fy} hnjfo'df kl/jt{gn] s[lif pTkfbgsf] 
rqmnfO{ klg lgs} k|efj kfl//x]sf] 5 . xfdLnfO{ yfx 5, g]kfnsf] s[lif pTkfbg 
df};dL jiff{df cfwfl/t 5 . t/, ;dodf kof{Kt dfqfdf jiff{ gePsf sf/0f s[ifsn] 
;dod} v]tL ug{ kfO/x]sf 5}gg\ . o;}u/L hnjfo' kl/jt{gs} sf/0f afnLgfnLdf 
/f]u / ls/f nfUg] qmd klg a9]sf] 5 . jf:tjdf ls;fgx? v]tLnfO{ To:tf /f]uaf6 
arfpg ljleGg lsl;dsf] ljifbLsf] k|of]u ug{ afWo 5g\ . o:tf ;d:ofsf sf/0f 
s[ifsn] ldlxg]t / nufgLcg';f/sf] pTkfbg ug{ ;ls/x]sf 5}gg\ . o;/L hnjfo' 
kl/jt{gsf sf/0f s[lif pTkfbg 36\b} uP\O/sf] 5 eg] vfBfGgsf] cfoftsf] dfqf lgs} 
a9]sf] 5 .  

hnjfo' kl/jt{g;Fu} g]kfnn] ef]u]sf] csf]{ 7"nf] ;d:of eg]sf] jftfj/0f k|b'if0f xf] . 
k|b'lift jftfj/0fsf sf/0f dfgj :jf:Yodf k|lts"n c;/ kl//x]sf] 5 . sfa{g pT;h{g 
a9\b} uPsfn] jfo'd08n g} k|b'lift x'g] hf]lvddf 5 . olt dfq} xf]Og, hnjfo' 
kl/jt{gs} sf/0f g]kfnsf u|fdL0f e]udf kfgLsf] d'xfg ;'ls/x]sf 5g\ . o;}sf] kl/0ffd 
Psflt/ dflg;sf] b}lgs hLjgdf cfjZos kg]{ vfg]kfgLsf] cefj a9]sf] 5 eg] 

Climate change  
and politics
n  Shanta Chaudhary n zfGtf rf}w/L

hnjfo' kl/jt{g 
/ /fhgLlt
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also affecting the lives of citizens. This is how climate change is affecting the 

marginalized and economically weak citizens the most. That is why  

political parties should place the issue of climate change higher up on the 

political agenda.

If political parties are able to come up with clear policy positions then they will 

be in a better position to develop policies and programs when in government. 

Yet, almost all of the major political parties have not accepted the fact that 

climate change is as important as other economic-political issues.  Therefore, 

climate change issues are neither included in party policy documents or raised 

in party conferences and general conventions. That is why senior political party 

leaders now have to seriously discuss climate change and its impact, and 

provide a clearer perspective in addressing consequences faced by citizens.   

Governments have been formed at the federal, provincial and local level 

following Nepal’s transformation into a federal structure. The 2015 constitution 

has given rights to all three tiers of government to formulate the necessary 

laws, policies, regulations, and programs, including on climate change. At the 

federal level, a parliamentary committee on agriculture, cooperative and natural 

resources have been established to formulate policy and laws on natural 

resources, the environment and climate change. Although the Parliament has 

taken the initiative to set some policies, analyzing the impact of climate change, 

not enough has been done to develop the necessary policies and to direct 

government. Likewise, provincial assemblies and municipalities have also been 

unable to devote enough attention to developing policies and programs in this 

area. The main reason for all of this is that political parties and government do 

not regard climate change as a serious political issue.

Similarly, the Government of Nepal has often conducted workshops and 

conferences on climate change.  A meeting of the Council of Ministers was held 

at Kaalaapathhar, at the Sagamatha Base Camp on 4 December 2009 with the 

aim of drawing public attention to the impact of climate change. Similarly, Nepal 

has participated in international conferences on climate change. Last November, 

the Prime Minister participated in 26th UN Framework Convention on Climate 

Change held in Glasgow, Scotland.  Yet, despite this, both the government 

and political parties are unable to develop a long-term action plan. Therefore, 

political parties and the government must now develop a plan to continuously 

discuss climate change with a view to doing something about it.

Of course, as we know well, Nepal society has to deal with a diverse range 

of issues and problems. Political parties have developed different strategic 

documents, policies and programs to address these matters. Similarly, factions 

csf]{lt/ s[lif pTkfbgsf nflu l;+rfO ug]{ kfgLsf] cefj eO/x]sf] 5 . o;/L hnjfo' 
kl/jt{gn] Psflt/ k|fs[lQs hf]lvd a9fPsf] 5 eg] csf]{lt/ cfd dflg;sf] b}lgs 
hLjgdf k|lts"n k|efj kfl//x]sf] 5 . o;df klg hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] c;/ ;a}eGbf 
w]/} l;dfGtLs[t ;d'bfo / sdhf]/ cfly{s cj:yf ePsf JolQm tyf ;d"xdfly k/]sf] 
5 . To;}n] o:tf] kl/l:yltnfO{ ljrf/ u/]/ /fhgLlts bnx?n] hnjfo' kl/jt{gnfO{ 
uDeL/ /fhgLlts ;/sf]sf/sf] d'2f agfpg cfjZos 5 . 

olb /fhgLlts bn;Fu hnjfo' kl/jt{gaf/] :ki6 wf/0ff, b[li6sf]0f / gLlt 5 eg] 
tL bnn] u7g u/]sf] ;/sf/n] klg ;f]xLadf]lhdsf] gLlt tyf sfo{qmd lgdf{0f ug{ 
/ sfo{Gjog ug{] kxn ug{ ;S5g\ . t/, g]kfnsf ;a}h;f] /fhgLlts bnn] hnjfo' 
kl/jt{gnfO{ cGo cfly{s–/fhgLlts d'2f hlts} dxTjk"0f{ ;jfn xf] eg]/ :jLsf/ 
ul/;s]sf 5}gg\ . To;sf/0f hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] ;jfnnfO{ g t /fhgLlts kf6L{n] 
/fhgLlts b:tfj]hdf ;dfj]z u/]sf 5g\ g t kf6L{sf ;Dd]ng / clwj]zgdf g} oL 
;jfndf uDeL/tfk"j{s 5nkmn x'g] u/]sf 5g\ . To;sf/0f /fhgLlts kf6L{sf zLif{:y 
g]t[Tjn] g} hnjfo' kl/jt{g / o;sf c;/nfO{ uDeL/tfk"j{s lng / 5nkmn ug{ 
cfjZos 5 . o;}u/L hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf sf/0f gful/sn] ef]lu/x]sf gsf/fTds 
k|efjnfO{ ;Daf]wg ug{ :ki6 b[li6sf]0f lgdf{0f ug{ h¿/L 5 . 

g]kfndf ;+3Lofsf] dd{cg'¿k ;+3, k|b]z / :yfgLo ;/sf/sf] u7g ePsf 5g\ . 
g]kfnsf] ;+ljwfg @)&@ n] tLg} txsf ;/sf/nfO{ hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf ;fy} cGo 
;jfndf cfjZos sfg'g, gLlt, lgb]{lzsf / sfo{qmd lgdf{0f ug]{ clwsf/ k|bfg u/]s]f 5 . 
;+3Lo ;+;bdf s[lif, ;xsf/L tyf k|fs[lQs ;|f]t ;ldltsf] u7g ePsf] 5 . of] ;ldltn] 
k|fs[lQs ;|f]t, jftfj/0f / hnjfo' kl/jg{t;Fu ;DalGwt sfg'g / gLlt lgdf{0fdf dxTjk"0f{ 
e"ldsf v]N5 . ;+3Lo ;+;bsf] pQm ;ldltn] hnjfo' kl/jt{gaf/] s]xL dfqfdf gLlt lgdf{0f 
ub}{ cfO/x]sf] 5 eg] hnjfo' kl/jt{gaf/] ljZn]if0f ug]{ sfdsf] cu|;/tf klg lnPsf] 5 . 
oBlk, hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf ;jfndf cfjZos dfqfdf gLlt lgdf{0f ug]{ / ;/sf/nfO{ lgb]{zg 
lbg] sfd eg] kof{Kt dfqfdf ug{ ;ls/x]sf] 5}g . o;}u/L k|b]z;ef / :yfgLo ;/sf/n] 
klg hnjfo' kl/jt{g / o;sf] hf]lvd sd ug]{ gLlt / of]hgf agfpg] sfddf vf;} 
Wofg lbg ;s]sf 5}gg\ . o;f] x'g'sf] d'Vo sf/0f /fhgLlts bn / ;/sf/n] hnjfo' 
kl/jt{gnfO{ dxTjk"0f{ /fhgLlts ;jfnsf ¿kdf glng' g} xf] .  

g]kfn ;/sf/n] klg hnjfo' kl/jt{sf ;jfnnfO{ lnP/ a]nfavt uf]i7L / ;Dd]ng 
klg cfof]hgf ub}{ cfO/x]sf] 5 . hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] c;/af/] ljZjsf] Wofgfsif{0f 
u/fpg] p2]Zon] lj=;+= @)^^ d+l;/ !( ut] ;u/dfyfsf] cfwf/ lzlj/ sfnfkTy/df 
dGqLkl/ifb\sf] a}7ssf] cfof]hgf ul/Psf] lyof] . To;}u/L g]kfnn] hnjfo' kl/jt{gaf/] 
cfof]hgf x'g] cGt/f{li6«o ;Dd]ngdf klg efu lng] u/]sf] 5 . ut sflt{sdf 
:s6Nof08sf] Unf:uf]df cfof]hgf ePsf] ;+o'Qm /fi6«;+3Lo hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL 
;+/rgf dxf;GwL @^ cf}+ ;Dd]ngdf g]kfnsf k|wfgdGqLn] efu lnPsf lyP . tyflk, 
g]kfn ;/sf/ / /fhgLlts bnn] hnjfo' kl/jt{n] lgDTofPsf] ;d:of ;Daf]wg ug{sf 
nflu lb3{sfnLg sfo{of]hgf g} agfP/ cufl8 a9\g ;s]sf 5}gg\ . To;}n] hnjfo' 
kl/jt{sf ;jfndf 7f];¿kdf sfd ug{ /fhgLlts bn / ;/sf/n] lg/Gt/ 5nkmn / 
ax; ug'{k5{ / :ki6 b[li6sf]0f lgdf{0f ug'{k5{ . 
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are often formed to focus on these issues.  For example, political parties have a 

separate women’s wings to address gender-based discrimination and violence. 

In the same way, there are different factions of the party focus on land, water 

resources, and environment. Yet, these fractions do not focus on climate change.   

Although all the main political parties have recently organized their general 

conventions, which discussed, to some degree or another, party ideology and 

policy. However, none of these parties managed to develop a serious policy on 

climate change. Therefore, there is an urgent need for political parties to form 

a separate faction specifically focused on climate change to formulate the 

necessary policies and programs to combat the impacts of climate change. 

In addition, it is important for political parties to better orient their party 

members on mitigation of the impact of climate change as well as mobilize 

the wider public.

As climate change impact and risks are increasing, a well-coordinated effort 

of all three tiers of government, political parties and all other interested 

stakeholders are urgently required to mitigate these risks.  Additionally, policies 

on climate change, which are being implemented at present, may not adequately 

address the impact of climate change on nature and the lives of citizens. 

Therefore, it is important for Nepal’s system of governance to seriously review 

the impact of climate change and develop a comprehensive policy and program 

on climate change adaptation. 

In this respect, it is necessary to better understand the multi-dimensional 

impact of climate change and formulate the necessary policies and programs 

accordingly. As municipalities can observe the impact of climate change on the 

lives of ordinary citizens, they must develop policies and programs to address 

these concerns. Given the fact that the impact of climate change on different 

geographical and social groups will vary, the relevant policy measures and 

programs need to be designed accordingly. Furthermore, the issue must be 

taken seriously as an unavoidable agenda item by political parties, which needs 

to be reflected in each party's policies and programs. Municipalities can also 

establish an inclusive mechanism along with the representatives from different 

marginalized communities to minimize the local impact of climate change.   

To conclude, Nepal is at huge risk from climate change. Snowfall is decreasing in 

the Himalayan region resulting in a series of glacial lake outbursts. Changes in 

the climate have also brought heavy rainfall, and rainfall in the non-rainy season 

causes floods and damage and/or loss of property. Similarly, the agricultural 

production cycle is evolving, agricultural produce is decreasing due to infectants 

and insects infesting crops while water sources are drying up resulting in 

lgZro g} xfdLnfO{ yfx 5 ls g]kfnL ;dfh ljljw ;jfn / ;d:ofsf] ;fdgf 
ul//x]sf] 5 . To:tf ljlzi7 lsl;dsf ;jfnnfO{ ;Daf]wg ug{ kf6L{x?n] /fhgLlts 
b:tfj]h, gLlt / sfo{qmd agfPsf x'G5g\ . o;}u/L To:tf d'2fdf s]lGb|t eP/ sfd 
ug{sf nflu /fhgLlts kf6L{leq ljleGg ljefusf] u7g ul/Psf 5g\ . pbfx/0fsf 
nflu dlxnfdfly eO/x]sf] n}lª\us lje]b tyf lx+;fsf ;jfnnfO{ ;Daf]wg ug{ 
bnx?n] dlxnf ljefu jf 5'6\6} ;+u7g agfPsf 5g\ . o;}u/L kf6L{df e"ld, hn;|f]t, 
jftfj/0fh:tf ljefu klg u7g ePsf 5g\ . t/, /fhgLlts kf6L{x?n] hnjfo' 
kl/jt{g h:tf] uDeL/ d'2fdf sfd ug{sf nflu oxL ljifodf s]lGb|t ljefu eg] u7g 
u/]sf 5}gg\ . 

oxL jif{ b]zsf 7"nf /fhgLlts bnx?sf] s]lGb|o dxflwj]zg ;DkGg ePsf 5g\ . tL 
kf6L{sf] clwj]zgdf s]xL dfqfdf kf6L{sf] l;4fGt / gLltut ;jfnaf/] 5nkmn ePsf 
lyP . t/, s'g} klg kf6L{sf] clwj]zgdf hnjfo' kl/jt{g h:tf] uDeL/ ;jfndf kf6L{n] 
lng'kg]{ gLltaf/] 5nkmn ePgg\ . o;n] klg s] b]vfpF5 eg] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] 
c;/sf] ;fdgf ug{ kf6L{n] cfjZos gLlt / sfo{qmd lgdf{0f ug{'{k5{ / o;sf nflu 
/fhgLlts kf6L{n] hnjfo' kl/jt{gd} s]lGb|t Pp6f 5'6\6} ljefus} u7g ug'{kg]{ 
cfjZostf b]vfpF5 . o;sf ;fy} kf6L{x?n] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] gsf/fTds k|efj 
Go"gLs/0fsf nflu cfgf ;b:onfO{ k|lzlIft ug]{ / hgkl/rfngdfkm{t cfdgful/snfO{ 
hnjfo' kl/jt{g / o;sf ;Defljt c;/af/] hu¿s u/fpg cfjZos 5 .

hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] ;a}lt/ k|efjsf sf/0f hf]lvd a9\b} uO/x]sf] 5 . o;n] k|fs[lQs 
ljkb\sf ;fy} dfgj hLjgnfO{ g} vt/ftkm{ ws]ln/x]sf] 5 . o:tf] hf]lvd Go"gLs/0fsf 
nflu /fHo, /fhgLlts bn / ;/f]sf/jfnfn] ;+o'Qm / ;dGjofTds ¿kdf kxn lng 
h¿/L 5 . o;sf ;fy} g]kfndf xfn sfof{Gjogdf /x]sf hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL 
gLltx?n] klg k|fs[lQs / dfgj hLjgdf k/]sf c;/nfO{ kof{Kt dfqfdf ;Daf]wg ug{ 
;s]sf 5}gg\ . To;sf/0f g]kfn ;/sf/n] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] c;/sf ;jfndf uDeL/ 
;dLIff ug{ / hnjfo' kl/jt{g cg's"ngsf nflu a[xQ/ gLlt / sfo{qmd lgdf{0f ug{ 
cfjZos 5 . 

o;}u/L /fHo / /fhgLlts bnn] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf ax'cfolds c;/nfO{ 
uDeL/tfk"j{s a'‰\g cfjZos 5 eg] ;f]xL cg'¿ksf gLlt agfpg / sfo{qmd to ug{ 
h¿/L 5 . :yfgLo ;/sf/n] hnjfo' kl/jt{gn] ;fdfGo gful/snfO{ kfl//x]sf] k|efj 
cjnf]sg ug{ ;S5g\, To;}n] :yfgLo kflnsfn] g} To:tf ;jfnnfO{ ;Daf]wg ug]{ 
u/L gLlt / sfo{qmd agfpg' k5{ . tYout¿kdf eGg] xf] eg] ljleGg ef}uf]lns If]q / 
;fdflhs ;d"xdf hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] c;/ klg km/s–km/s kg{ ;S5 . To;}n] of] 
;jfndf gLlt / sfo{qmd pgLx?dfly k/]sf] k|efjs} cfwf/df lgdf{0f ul/g'k5{ eg] 
cg's"ngsf] tof/ klg To;/L g} ug'{k5{ . o;sf ;fy} /fhgLlts bnx?n] klg of] 
;jfn /fhgLlts¿kdf ;Daf]wg gu/L gx'g] d'2fsf] ¿kdf lng'k5{ . kf6L{x?n] kf6L{sf] 
b:tfj]h / sfo{qmdd} of] d'2fnfO{ ;d]6]/ cufl8 a9\g'k5{ . o;}u/L :yfgLo ;/sf/n] 
klg :yfgLo txdf hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] hf]lvd Go"gLs/0f ug{ l;dfGtLs[t ;d'bfosf] 
klg k|ltlglwTj clgjfo{ x'g] u/L ;dfj]zL ;+oGq lgdf{0f ug{ h¿/L 5 . 
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lgisif{ :j¿k eGg'kbf{ g]kfn hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] b[li6sf]0fn] lgs} hf]lvddf 5 . 
lxdfnL If]qdf lxpFsf] dfqf sd x'Fb} hfg]b]lv lxdtfn ljikmf]6 qmd a9]sf] 5 . 
jftfj/0fdf cfPsf] kl/jt{g;Fu} cltj[li6 x'g], adf};dL jiff{sf sf/0f af9L klxnf] cfpg] 
/ wghgsf] Iflt eO/x]sf] 5 . o;}u/L s[lif pTkfbg rqmdf lgs} km]/abn cfO/x]sf] 
5 eg] v]tLafnLdf ljleGg lsl;dsf /f]u ;+qmd0f a9]sf sf/0f s[ifssf] pTkfbg 
3l6/x]sf] 5 . o;}u/L hn;|f]tsf] d'xfg ;Sb} uPsf sf/0f vfg]kfgL / l;+rfOdf 
;d:of ylkFb} uO/x]sf 5g\ . o;/L hnjfo' kl/jt{gn] g]kfnL gful/ssf] hLjgdf 
yk ;+s6tkm{ ws]ln/x]sf] 5 . To;}n] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf c;/nfO{ Go"gLs/0f ug]{ / 
hghLjgnfO{ ;xh agfpg d"ntM /fhgLlts bnx?n] g} of] d'2fnfO{ uDeL/ /fhgLlts 
d'2fsf] ¿kdf lng'k5{ . To;}n] hnjfo' kl/jt{gaf6 x'g;Sg] vt/f Go"gLs/0fsf nflu 
tLg} txsf] ;/sf/, /fhgLlts bn / ;/f]sf/jfnf lgsfoaLrsf] 7f]; / ;+o'Qm kxnsf] 
cfjZostf 5 . oBlk, o:tf] k|oTg l56} x'g] ;Defjgf eg] sd} b]lvPsf] 5 . 

drinking water and causing irrigation problems. Therefore, climate change is 

becoming an additional crisis faced by Nepali citizens. It is for this reason that 

the issue of climate change should be pushed up the national political agenda 

to mitigate the multifaceted impacts and to create a better life for citizens. To 

achieve this, it will require a concrete, collective and sustained effort from all 

three tiers of government, political parties and other relevant key stakeholders. 

And such a collective effort cannot come a moment too soon.
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Background

Nepal is considered as one of the most vulnerable nations in the world to 

the impacts of climate change. Broadly, changes in temperature and weather 

patterns have triggered the intensity and frequency of extreme climate events 

such as heavy rainfall, drought and floods. Such changes have significantly 

impacted some of Nepal’s major economic sectors, including agriculture. The 

effect of climate change has also a direct link to the livelihoods of vulnerable 

populations. However, multiple factors, including socio-economic status and 

access to resources, determine the degree of exposure to the impact of climate 

change, vulnerability, and adaptative capacity of an individual and household. 

Climate change is also not only an issue based on natural science, but has a 

stronger social dimension, indicating that vulnerability to climate change is 

heterogenous and does not just affect vulnerable groups, such as women and 

the Dalit community. Therefore, this article will aim to ‘unpack’ how impacts 

of climate change have reinforced social marginalization and social injustice 

focusing specifically on Dalit communities.

Climate change impacts and Dalit marginalization

Harlan et al. (2015)1 have emphasized that climate change brings about 

inequalities, broadly due to three reasons: First, its impact is significant to natural 

resources that triggers inequalities on both availability of and access to resource 

consumption. Second, its impact is “unequally felt” by citizens specifically based on 

their socio-economic status. Third, climate change policies developed to manage 

climate change have “starkly unequal consequences”, and the climate change 

policy process “tend to exclude the poor and the powerless”. In this context, the 

Dalit community in Nepal, who have been historically excluded and marginalized, 

have been further marginalized due to the impact of the climate change. 

Impact of climate change: 
The Dalit community is at 
serious risk
n  Dipak Bishwokarma

k[i7e"ld

hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] c;/sf b[li6n] g]kfn ljZjs} ;a}eGbf hf]lvdo'Qm /fi6«df kb{5 . 
g]kfndf hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf sf/0f tfkqmddf a[l4 x'g] / df};dsf cfPsf] kl/jt{gn] 
cToflws jiff{ x'g], v8]/L / af9L cfpg]h:tf ;d:of tLa|¿kdf a9]sf] 5 . osf ;fy} 
hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] c;/:j¿k g]kfndf s[lifnufot cGo d'Vo cfly{s pTkfbgsf 
If]q klg lgs} k|efljt ePsf] 5 . l;dfGtLs[t / hf]lvddf /x]sf] hg;ª\Vofsf] 
hLljsf]kfh{gdf hnjfo' kl/jt{gn] k|ToIf¿kdf c;/ kfl//x]sf] 5 . ;fdflhs–cfly{s 
cj:yf / ;|f]tdflysf] kx'Frh:tf ax'cfolds ;jfnn] JolQm / kl/jf/df hnjfo' 
kl/jt{gsf] k|efj km/s–km/s x'g;S5 eg] ;f]xL cj:yfsf sf/0f pgLx?df hf]lvdsf] 
;fdgf ug]{ cg's"ng Ifdtfsf] klg lgwf{/0f x'g] ub{5 . hnjfo' kl/jt{g k|fs[lQs 
lj1fgdf cfwfl/t ;d:of dfq xf]Og, o;sf] alnof] ;fdflhs cfofd klg 5 . o;n] 
dlxnf / blnt ;d'bfoh:tf l;dfGtLs[t ;d'bfonfO{ dfq} geO ;du|df ;a}nfO{ c;/ 
kfl//x]sf] 5 . tyflk, of] n]vdf ljz]ifu/L hnjfo' kl/jt{gn] blnt ;d'bfodf kf/]sf] 
k|efj / o;n] s;/L pgLx?nfO{ ;fdflhs¿kdf yk l;dfGtLs/0f ul//x]sf] 5 / ;fdflhs 
cGofonfO{ alnof] agfpFb} nlu/x]sf] 5 eGg] ljifo vf]tNg] k|of; ul/Psf] 5 . 

hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] k|efj / blnt ;LdfGtLs/0f

xfnf{gnufotsf ljåfgx?n] -;g\ @)!%_1 hnjfo' kl/jt{gn] c;dfgtf NofpF5 eGg] 
JofVof u/]sf 5g\ . pgLx?sf] JofVofcg';f/ hnjfo' kl/jt{gn] c;dfgtf a9pg] 
tLg d'Vo sf/0fx? 5g\ M Ps, hnjfo' kl/jt{gn] k|fs[lQs ;|f]tdfly lgs} 7"nf] 
k|efj k5{ . o;n] ;|f]tsf] pknAwtf / pkef]usf] b[li6sf]0faf6 kx'Frdf c;dfgtf 
a9fpF5 . b'O{, ljz]ifu/L ;fdflhs–cfly{s cj:yfsf cfwf/df hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] c;/ 
æc;dfg¿kdf eO/x]sf] dx;';Æ dflg;x?n] dx;'; u/]sf 5g\ . tLg, hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] 
k|efj Joj:yfkgsf nflu lgdf{0f ul/Psf] gLltx?n] klg æcToGt} c;dfg kl/0ffdÆ lbnfPsf 
5g\ lsgeg] hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL gLlt–lgdf{0f ug]{ k|lqmofdf æul/a / zlQmxLg ;d"xnfO{ pk]Iff 
ul/Fb} cfPsf]Æ 5 . o;/L x]bf{ g]kfndf P]ltxfl;s¿kdf alx:s/0fdf kfl/Psf / ;LdfGts[t 
blnt ;d'bfo hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] k|efjsf sf/0f yk ;LdfGts[t ePsf 5g\ . 

n lbks ljZjsdf{

hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] 
c;/ M hf]lvdk"0f{ 
cj:yfdf blnt ;d'bfo
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First, natural resources (including forests, water, and land) have been and 

continue to be an integral part of the livelihood for a majority of rural Nepalese. 

However, Dalits have been deprived from holding natural resources (especially 

land) due to state imposed discriminatory provisions. In fact, one study has 

revealed that some 23 percent of Hill Dalit and 44 percent Dalit remain totally 

landless.2 Consequently, vulnerable Dalit households continue to struggle for 

access to the natural resources and food self-sufficiency. They remain engaged 

in producing and maintaining agricultural tools as the source of their livelihood. 

Therefore, on the one hand, the Dalit community is displaced from their 

traditional jobs because of a lack of resource materials to modernize their work, 

and on the other hand, they lack access to land and other key resources. 

The increasing frequency and intensity of climate induced disasters have 

served to destroy and diminish forest resources in terms of quantity and quality. 

Communities have experienced water sources drying-up due to increasing 

surface temperatures and climate-induced disasters. Such a shrinkage of natural 

resources has increased competition within the community. As local elites 

influence the decision-making process to access natural resources,  

socio-economically marginalized communities suffer even more.3 Nepali society 

still has the practice of ‘untouchability’, which has effectively meant that those 

who are considered as ‘untouchables’ have had no direct access to clean water. 

The non-Dalit households strictly control the use and distribution of water 

because of untouchability practices. So, Dalit communities suffer enormously 

even to access drinking water in the area where water sources are drying up. 

This indicates that the impact of climate change on natural resources has only 

increased social inequality.

Second, the degree of exposure, vulnerability, and adaptive capacity to the 

impact of climate change differs primarily based on socio-economic factors. 

Households suffering from socio-economic hardships would simply not be 

able to invest enough – both financially and otherwise, to avoid or minimize 

the impact of climate change. So, it is considered as one of the determining 

indicators3 in identifying climate impact on vulnerable populations. Certainly, 

significant groups of the Dalit community fall under the poverty line, limiting their 

ability to invest on reducing the impact of climate change. Moreover, existing 

caste-based discrimination serves to hinder access to the means and services 

to enhance adaptive capacity and resilience, which has pushed them to an even 

worse condition compared to other vulnerable communities. 

Third, Dalit communities remain structurally excluded4 from the climate change 

policy processes and actions designed to reduce vulnerability. This is mainly 

because of their relative weaker power networks to influence policy decision 

Ps, u|fdL0f If]qsf clwsf+z g]kfnLsf] hLjgofkgsf] dxTjk"0f{ cª\u hn, hldg / 
hª\unnufotsf k|fs[lQs ;|f]t g} x'g\ . t/, /fHosf] lje]bsf/L Joj:yfsf sf/0f 
blnt ;d'bfo e"ldnufot k|fs[lQs ;|f]t–;fwgsf] pkef]uaf6 al~rtLs/0fdf kfl/Fb} 
cfPsf 5g\ . tYofª\ss} cfwf/df x]g]{ xf] eg] klg Ps cWoogcg';f/ @# k|ltzt 
kxf8L blnt / $$ k|ltzt dw];L blnt k"0f{¿kdf e"ldxLg 5g\ .2 e"ldnufot k|fs[lQs 
;|f]tdfly kx'Fr gePs} sf/0f blnt ;d'bfo vfB ;+s6 ef]lu/x]sf 5g\ eg] vfBfGgdf 
cfTdlge{/tfsf nflu ;ª\3if{ ul//x]sf 5g\ . hLljsf]kfh{gs} nflu blnt ;d'bfo s[lif 
cf}hf/sf] lgdf{0f / dd{t;Def/ ug]{ k]zfdf g} clNem/x]sf 5g\ . o;/L x]bf{, blnt 
;d'bfo Psflt/ ;|f]t–;fwgsf] cefjdf k/Dk/fut k]zf–Joj;fosf] cfw'lgsLs/0f 
ug{ g;s]sf sf/0f k]zfaf6} lj:yflkt eO/x]sf 5g\ eg] csf]{tkm{ e"ldnufot cGo 
pTkfbgsf ;fwgdflysf] kx'Fraf6 lav'd 5g\ .

hnjfo';Fu ;DalGwt ljkb\sf] a9\bf] dfqf / tLa|tfsf sf/0f jghª\unsf ;|f]tsf] 
dfqf / u'0f:t/ b'j} 36\b} jf gi6 x'Fb} uPsf 5g\ . k[YjLsf] ;txsf] a9\bf] tfkqmd 
/ hnjfo'hGo ljkb\sf sf/0f kfgLsf ;|f]t ;'Sg yfn]sf 5g\ h;sf/0f ;d'bfon] 
v8]/Lsf] ;fdgf ul//x]sf 5g\ . k|fs[lQs ;|f]tsf] o:tf] ;ª\s'rgsf sf/0f tL ;|f]t 
k|flKtsf nflu ;d'bfodf k|lt:kwf{ a9fPsf] 5 . :yfgLo x'g]vfg] jf s'nLg ju{n] 
k|fs[lQs ;|f]tdfdfly cfgf] ks8 sfod /fVg lg0f{o k|lqmofnfO{ k|efljt kfb}{ cfPsf 
5g\ h;sf/0f ;fdflhs–cfly{s¿kdf ;LdfGtLs/0fdf kfl/Psf ;d'bfo cem a9L 
kLl8t ePsf 5g\ .3 g]kfnL ;dfhdf cem} klg 5'jf5"t–e]befjsf] cEof; sfod} 5 . 
o:tf] lje]b cEof; x'g'sf] cy{ c5"t agfOPsf ;d'bfosf] clxn] klg :jR5 kfgLdf 
;xh kx'Fr 5}g . 5'jf5"t–e]befjsf sf/0f u}/blnt ;d'bfon] kfgLsf] ;|f]t, k|of]u / 
ljt/0fdf s8f lgoGq0f ul//x]sf 5g\ . To;}n] vfg]kfgLsf] d'xfg ;'Sb} uPsf If]qdf 
blnt ;d'bfon] vfg]kfgL kfpgs} nflu klg lgs} si6 ef]Ug' k/]sf] 5 . o;n] hnjfo' 
kl/jt{n] k|fs[lQs ;|f]t–;fwgdfly kf/]sf] k|efjsf sf/0f ;fdflhs c;dfgtfsf] dfqf 
a9fPsf] b]vfpF5 .

b'O{, hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] k|efj cg'ej, hf]lvd / cg's"ng Ifdtfsf cfwf/df 
km/s–km/s lsl;dn] kg]{ ub{5 . d"ntM sdhf]/ ;fdflhs–cfly{s x}l;ot ePsf JolQm 
jf ;d'bfodf o;sf] c;/ km/s–km/s kb{5 . cfly{s–;fdflhs sl7gfO;Fu h'lw/x]sf] 
kl/jf/n] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] c;/af6 aRg jf To;sf] k|efj Go"gL/0f ug{ cfly{s / 
cGo lsl;dsf] nufgL ug{ ;Sb}gg\ . To;}n] ;fdflhs–cfly{s cj:yfnfO{ ;LdfGtLs[t 
;d'bfo jf hg;+Vofdf hnjfo' k|efj dfkg ug]{ Pp6f dxTjk"0f{ ;"rs dflgG5 . 
lglZrt¿kdf blnt ;d'bfosf 7"nf] lx:;f ul/aLsf] /]vfd'gL 5 . o;n] pgLx?sf] 
hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] k|efj Go"gLs/0f ug{ cfjZos IfdtfnfO{ ;Lldt agfOlbPsf] 5 . 
cem yk, hftLo e]befjsf sf/0f hnjfo' cg's"ngtfsf nflu cfjZos Ifdtf / 
zlQm lgdf{0f ug{ cfjZos ;]jf / ;wfgdfly pgLx?sf] kx'Fr k'¥ofpg yk sl7g 
agfOlbPsf] 5 . o;n] blntnfO{ cGo hf]lvdk"0f{ cj:yfdf /x]sf] ;d'bfosf] t'ngfdf 
;a}eGbf uDeL/ cj:yfdf ws]n]sf] 5 .

tLg, blnt ;d'bfo ;+/rgfut¿kd} hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL gLlt–lgdf{0f ug]{ k|lqmofsf 
;fy} hnjfo' kl/jt{gaf6 x'g ;Sg] hf]lvd Go"gLs/0f;DaGwL of]hgf lgdf{0f k|lqmofaf6 
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making. Elements such as access to financial services, access to government 

and non-government services relevant to reducing climate change vulnerability, 

access to local decision makers, and political networks is crucial to invest in, 

and influence to prioritize activities towards minimizing climate change impacts. 

Furthermore, Dalit communities do not have meaningful representation in 

climate change issues related policy formulation and program design. As a 

result, climate change policy and programs have undermined the needs of the 

Dalit community to enhance their adaptive capacities that has sustained their 

marginalization.

Climate change policies and Dalit inclusion

Nepal has developed multiple climate change policy instruments in line with 

different international climate policies and agreements; and national needs 

aiming to reduce vulnerability and enhance resilience through mitigation and 

adaptation. For example, Nepal has developed the 2010 National Adaptation 

Action Program (NAAP),5 which identified and prioritized projects to respond 

to immediate needs and adapt to climate change. Similarly, the Government 

of Nepal developed the 2011 Climate Change Policy6 as an instrument to 

mitigate and adapt to the adverse impacts of climate change. It was seen as 

the milestone policy by climate change stakeholders in terms of enhancing 

the adaptive capacities of vulnerable communities in the spirit of Nepal’s 

commitments to national and international agreements. Both NAAP and Climate 

Change Policy have mandatory provisions to disburse at least 80 percent 

of the available climate change budget to the local level. The 2011 National 

Framework on Local Adaptation Plans for Action (LAPA framework)7 was also 

developed as a guiding document to integrate climate change actions during 

the local planning process. Different climate change initiatives were started as 

part of NAAP implementation. The 2019 National Climate Change Policy8 and 

Local Adaptation Plan of Action Framework9 are aligned with the federal system 

and international climate change policy instruments, including the 2015 Paris 

Agreement.  The ultimate aim of these instruments is to reduce economic and 

social costs of climate change, reduce vulnerability and enhance the adaptive 

capacities of vulnerable communities.

All the climate change policy instruments have identified the Dalit community as 

one of the vulnerable populations to the impact of climate change. Each policy has 

explicitly mentioned using ‘bottom-up’ and more inclusive approaches to plan and 

implement climate change actions and consider addressing their issues in matters 

related to climate change. However, such policy aims have generally not been seen 

in practice.10 Moreover, these instruments are not explicit in regard to reducing the 

marginalization of Dalit communities from the impact of climate change.

alx:s/0fdf kfl/Psf 5g\ .4 o;f] x'g'sf] sf/0f blnt ;d'bfo gLlt–lgdf{0f k|lqmofnfO{ 
k|efljt kfg{ ;Sg] zlQmdf 5}gg\ . hnjfo' kl/j{tgaf6 l;lh{t hf]lvd jf k|efj 
Go"gLs/0fsf nflu cfjZos x'g] ljQLo ;]jf;Ddsf] kx'Fr, ;/sf/L tyf u}/;/sf/L 
;]jf;Ddsf] kx'Frsf ;fy} :yfgLo gLlt lgdf{tf / /fhgLlts ;~hfndf kx'Fr x'g' 
cToGt} cfjZos x'G5 . To:tf lgsfodf kx'Fr ePsf] v08df hnjfo' kl/jt{gaf6 
x'g ;Sg] hf]lvd Go"gLs/0fsf nflu cfjZos ultljlwnfO{ k|fyldstfsf ;fy p7fpg 
;xof]u k'U5 . t/, hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL gLlt–lgdf{0f ug]{ / sfo{qmd tof/ kfg]{ 
lgsfodf blnt ;d'bfosf] cy{k"0f{ k|ltlglwTj x'g ;s]sf] 5}g . o;}sf] kl/0ffd:j¿k 
hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL ag]sf gLlt / sfo{qmdn] blnt ;d'bfosf] cfjZostf / 
pgLx?sf] hnjfo' cg's"ng Ifdtf clej[l4 ug]{ ;jfn ;Daf]wg ug{ ;s]sf] 5}g . 
o;n] pgLx?dfly eO/x]sf] l;dfGtLs/0fnfO{ yk dha't agfpg an k'¥ofO/x]sf] 5 .  

hnjfo' kl/jt{g gLlt / blntsf] ;dfj]lztf

g]kfnn] hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL ljleGg cGt/f{li6«o ;GwL / ;Demf}tfdf cfwfl/t /x]/ 
/fli6«o cfjZostfsf cfwf/df hnjfo" kl/jt{gsf sf/0f x'g;Sg] hf]lvd Go"gLs/0f / 
k|lt/f]wL Ifdtf a9fpg] p2]Zo;lxt ljleGg lsl;dsf gLlt lgdf{0f u/]sf] 5 . g]kfnn] 
lgdf{0f u/]sf] /fli6«o cg's"ng sfo{qmd -gfkf_, @)^^5 o;sf] Pp6f pbfx/0f xf] . 
of] sfo{qmdn] tTsfnLg cfjZostfnfO{ ;Daf]wg ug{ / hnjfo' kl/jt{g cg's"ng 
ug]{ of]hgf klxrfg u/L k|fyldstf;fy cl3 a9fPsf] 5 . To;}u/L, g]kfn ;/sf/n] 
hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf k|lts"n k|efj Go"gLs/0f ug]{ / cg's"ng ug{ ;xof]u k'¥ofpg] 
p2]Zon] hnjfo' kl/jt{g gLlt, @)^&6 lgdf{0f u/]sf] 5 . of] gLlt lgdf{0f u/]/ 
g]kfnn] hnjfo' /fli6«o / cGt/f{li6«o ;GwL / ;Demf}tfk|lt k|lta4tf b]vfPsf] 5 eg] 
hf]lvddf /x]sf ;d'bfosf] cg's"ng Ifdtf clej[l4 ug]{ ;jfndf of] gLlt sf]z]9'ª\uf 
;flat ePsf] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf If]qdf lqmofzLn ;/sf]sf/jfnfn] atfpFb} cfPsf 
5g\ . ;/sf/n] lgdf{0f u/]sf] /fli6«o cg's"ng sfo{qmd / hnjfo' kl/jt{g gLlt b'j}df 
hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL sfo{qmdsf] s'n ah]6sf] sDtLdf *) k|ltzt /sd clgjfo{ 
¿kdf :yfgLo txdf k|jfx ug{' kg]{ Joj:yf ul/Psf] 5 . ;f]xL Joj:yf adf]lhd 
;/sf/n] :yfgLo cg's"ng sfo{of]hgf;DaGwL /fli6«o vfsf -nfkf_, @)^* lgdf{0f 
u/]sf] 5 .7 o;nfO{ :yfgLo of]hgf lgdf{0f k|lqmofdf hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf ;jfnnfO{ 
PsLs[t ug{ dfu{bz{s b:tfj]hsf] ¿kdf lng] ul/Psf] 5 . of] /fli6«o cg's"ng 
sfo{qmd sfof{Gjog ug{sf nflu hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL ljleGg sfo{qmd ;'¿ ePsf 
5g\ . /fli6«o hnjfo' kl/jt{g gLlt, @)&^8 / :yfgLo cg's"ng vfsfnfO{9 ;ª\3Lo 
k|0ffnL / k]l/; ;Demf}tf -;g\ @)!%_ h:tf hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL cGt/f{li6«o gLlt 
/ b:tfj]hcg'¿k x'g] u/L kl/dfh{g ul/Psf] 5 . oL b:tfj]hsf] clGtd nIo hnjfo' 
kl/jt{gsf cfly{s / ;fdflhs nfut 36fpg', hf]lvd Go"gLs/0f ug'{ / l;dfGtLs[t 
;d'bfosf] cg's"ng Ifdtf a9fpg' xf] .

g]kfndf lgdf{0f ePsf hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL gLlt tyf b:tfj]hn] blnt ;d'bfonfO{ 
hf]lvdk"0f{ hg;ª\Vofsf] ¿kdf klxrfg u/]sf 5g\ . tL ;a} gLltdf hnjfo' 
kl/jt{g;DaGwL sfo{qmdsf] of]hgf lgdf{0f / sfof{Gjog :yfgLo txaf6} ;'¿ ug]{ / 
;a}nfO{ ;d6\g] jf ;dfj]zL k4ltnfO{ cjnDag ug]{ s'/f :ki6¿kdf ;dfj]z ul/Psf 
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First, climate change policy instruments have predominantly used the ‘top-

down’ approach with limited consultation at the national level, despite rolling 

out federalism with one of the aims being to encourage a ‘bottom-up’ process. 

Those stakeholders who oversee policy making rarely visit these communities 

to consult in regard to the policy of climate change. In particular, they never 

reach vulnerable populations, especially Dalit communities, even if there are 

some sporadic cases of public consultation at the local level. Therefore, the 

reality is that Dalit communities have struggled for their daily livelihoods. They 

certainly do not have the ability to influence policies made at the national level, 

while policy makers do not reach out to them during the policy development 

process anyway. Climate change policy instruments have neither acknowledged 

their reality nor provided services to offer compensation or empower the Dalit 

community to engage on local climate change policy processes. Rather, policy 

instruments have employed a blanket approach mentioning provisions to reduce 

vulnerability, bracketing all vulnerable communities in the same basket. This 

fact raises the question as how genuine the response of the state has been in 

regard to addressing the concerns of the Dalit community in response the issue 

of climate change. Second, a number of different studies10 have highlighted 

that local elites continue to dominate the process in regard to the preparation 

of local adaptation plans and in selecting adaptation activities. It is further 

claimed10 that adaptation activities are prioritized and funded based on political 

negotiations at the local level. It indicates that vulnerable Dalit household’s voice 

is rarely heard and addressed. 

Conclusion

This article has aimed to demonstrate that there is a direct link between the 

impact of climate change and Dalit marginalization. Climate change policies 

and climate actions have employed a ‘blanket approach’ to identify and 

prioritize action to reduce vulnerability without acknowledging the different 

kinds of vulnerability amongst the population further serving to marginalize the 

marginalized and deliver injustice to Dalit communities. Therefore, two key policy 

actions are required urgently to address the issue. 

First, Dalit communities have faced multidimensional challenges. As they are 

severely affected by climate change, the policies relating to this subject should 

include focused policy measures to reduce vulnerabilities. Dalit communities 

should also have meaningful representation in the climate change planning 

and implementation processes in order to better access resources and services 

required to reduce their vulnerability. All of this clearly demands radical changes 

in respect to the existing understanding of climate change vulnerability and 

practices of climate change planning and implementation processes.  

5g\ . tL gLltdf hnjfo' kl/jt{g;Fu ;DalGwt ;jndf blntnufot ;a} l;dfGts[t 
;d'bfosf] rf;f]nfO{ ;Daf]wg ul/g] s'/f pNn]v 5 . t/, tL gLltdf n]lvPsf s'/f 
;fdfGotof Jojxf/df ¿kfGtl/t ePsf 5}gg\ . o; afx]s hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] k|efjaf6 
blnt ;d'bfosf] l;dfGtLs/0fnfO{ sd ug]{ ;Gbe{df tL Joj:yfdf k|i6tf 5}g .

Ps, hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL gLltx? d"ntM /fli6«o:t/df ;Lldt dfqfdf k/fdz{ 
u/]/ …dflyaf6 tn hfg]Ú b[li6sf]0faf6 nfu" ul/Psf 5g\ . ha ls …tnaf6 dfly 
hfg]Ú k|lqmofnfO{ k|f]T;flxt ug]{ p2]Zon] g]kfndf ;ª\3Lotfsf] cEof; ;'¿ ePsf] 5 . 
o;}u/L hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL gLlt–lgdf{0f ug]{ JolQmx? klg gLltsf ;jndf k/fdz{ 
ug{ ;d'bfo:t/df la/n} hfg] u5{g\ . :yfgLo:t/df slxn]sfxLF hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf 
;jfndf ;fj{hlgs k/fdz{ x'g] u/]sf 5g\ . t/, tL 5nkmndf klg hf]lvdk"0f{ 
cj:yfdf /x]sf] hb;+Vof jf ljz]ifu/L blnt ;d'bfo;Dd slxNo} k'Ub}gg\ . blnt 
;d'bfosf] oyfy{ u'hf/fsf nflu b}lgs ;+3if{ ug'{ kg]{ cj:yfdf 5 . blnt ;d'bfo;Fu 
/fli6«o:t/df lgdf{0f x'g] gLltnfO{ k|efj kfg]{ ;Sg] cj:yf ag]sf] 5}g eg] csf]{lt/ 
gLlt lgdf{0f ug]{ :yndf pgLx?sf] cy{k"0f{ k|ltlglwTj x'g ;s]sf] 5}g . hnjfo' 
kl/jt{g;DaGwL gLltn] g blnt ;d'bfosf] jf:tljstfnfO{ ;Daf]wg ug{ ;s]sf] 5, g 
t hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf sf/0f pgLx?dfly k/]sf] gsf/fTds k|efjafkt Ifltk"lt{ k|bfg 
ug{ / :yfgLo txdf cg's"ng Ifdtf clej[l4 ug{] Joj:yf u/]sf] 5 . :yfgLo hnjfo' 
kl/jt{g gLlt k|lqmofdf x'g'kg]{ ;xeflutfsf] nflu ;zQm agfpg ;]jfx? k|bfg 
u/]sf] 5 . a¿, tL gLltn] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] hf]lvd Go"gLs/0f ug]{ ;jfndf ;a} 
;a} hf]lvdk"0f{ cj:yfdf /x]sf ;d'bfonfO{ Pp6} 8fnf]df /fv]/ x]g]{ Pp6} b[li6sf]0f 
-Anfª\s]6 ck|f]r_ k|of]u u/]sf 5g\ . o; tYon] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf ;jfndf blnt 
;d'bfosf] ;/f]sf/nfO{ ;Daf]wg ug{ /fHo sltsf] uDeL/tfk"j{s nfu]sf] 5 eGg] k|Zg 
p7fPsf] 5 . b'O{, ljleGg cWoogcg';f/ hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL :yfgLo cg's"ng 
of]hgfsf] tof/L / cg's"ng ultljlw 5gf}6 k|lqmofdf :yfgLo x'g]vfg] jf s'nLg ju{n] 
k|e'Tj hdfO/x]sf 5g\ . o;}u/L :yfgLo txdf /fhgLlts 5nkmn / :jfy{sf cfwf/df 
hnjfo' kl/jt{g cg's"ng sfo{qmd k|fyldstfdf kg]{ / 5gf}6 x'g] / ;f]xLcg'¿k ah]6 
lalgof]hg x'g] u/]sf 5g\ .10 o;n] l;dfGtLs/0fdf kfl/Psf blnt ;d'bfosf] cfjfh 
;fob} ;'lgG5 jf ;Daf]wg ul/G5 eGg] tLtf] oyfy{sf] ;ª\s]t ub{5 . 

lgisif{

o; n]vsf] p2]Zo hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] k|efj / blnt l;dfGtLs/0faLr k|ToIf ;DaGw 
/x]sf] s'/f k|i6\ofpg' xf] . hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL gLlt / sfo{qmdsf] klxrfg / 
k|fyldsLs/0f ubf{ hf]lvdk"0f{ cj:yfdf /x]sf ljleGg ;d"xdWo] klg ;a}eGbf w]/} 
blnt ;d'bfo hf]lvdk"0f{ cj:yfdf 5g\ / l;dfGtLs/0fsf sf/0f pgLx?dfly yk 
cGofo eO/x]sf] 5 eGg] oyfy{nfO{ Wofg lbOPsf] 5}g . ;du|tfdf Pp6} b[li6sf]0faf6 
x]l/Psf] 5, h'g ;xL xf]Og . To;sf/0f oL ;d:ofnfO{ ;Daf]wg ug{ d"ntM b'O{cf]6f 
gLlt cjnDag ug{ cTofjZos /x]sf] 5 . 

Ps, blnt ;d'bfon] ax'cfoflds r'gf}tLsf] ;fdgf u/]sf 5g\ . blnt ;d'bfo hnjfo' 
kl/jt{gaf6 uDeL/¿kdf k|efljt ePsf] x'gfn] o:tf gLltx? agfpFbf blnt ;d'bfodfly 
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Second, as a most vulnerable country, Nepal has advocated for climate 

justice in international climate change negotiations and agreements, aligning 

itself with other developing countries. However, its climate change policy 

instruments do not reflect and acknowledge the different kinds of vulnerability 

and marginalization that exist, especially among different vulnerable 

populations. Placing all vulnerable groups into the same basket has further 

created inequalities and levels of marginalization, especially among the Dalit 

communities. Finally, the Government of Nepal and stakeholders should place 

greater efforts in developing and implementing climate change policy processes 

that are more inclusive, acknowledging that climate change is also an issue 

of social justice. Such efforts not only contribute to minimizing the impact of 

climate change to the Dalit community, but also to strengthening the adaptative 

capacities of all marginalized communities across Nepal. 
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k/]sf] hf]lvd Go"gLs/0f ug]{ u/L ljz]if Joj:yf ul/g'k5{ . hnjfo' kl/jt{gaf6 
k/]sf] c;/ Go"gLs/0f ug{ cfjZos ;|f]t / ;]jfdfly blnt ;d'bfosf] kx'Fr a[l4 ug{ 
hnjfo' kl/jt{g;Fu ;DalGwt of]hgf lgdf{0f / sfof{Gjog k|lqmofdf blntsf] cy{k"0f{ 
k|ltlglwTj ;'lglZrt ul/g'k5{ . oL ;a}n] s'/fn] s] b]vfpF5 eg] hnjfo' kl/jt{g / 
hf]lvnfO{ a'‰g] ;jfn / hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL of]hgf / sfof{Gjog k|lqmofsf cfd"n 
kl/jt{gsf] cfjZostf 5 .

b'O{, g]kfn ;a}eGbf hnjfo' kl/jt{Gsf b[li6sf]0fn] lgs} hf]lvddf /x]sf] b]z xf] . 
hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL cGt/f{li6«o:t/df x'g] 5nkmn / ;Demf}tfsf qmddf hnjfo' 
g]kfnn] ljsf;zLn b]zx?;Fusf] ;xsfo{df Gofosf nflu jsfnt ub}{ cfO/x]sf] 5 . 
oBlk, hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL gLlt lgdf{0f ubf{ b]zleqsf ljleGg k|sf/sf hf]lvdk"0f{ 
cj:yfdf /x]sf / ;LdfGtLs[t ;d'bfosf] ;jfnnfO{ eg] :jLsf/ u/]sf] 5}g jf tL 
gLltdf l;dfGtLs[t ;d'bfosf] ;jfn k|ltlalDat x'g] u/]sf 5}gg\ . hf]lvdk"0f{ cj:yfdf 
/x]sf ;a} ;d"xnfO{ Pp6} 8fnf]df /fVbf ljz]ifu/L blnt ;d'bfodflysf] c;dfgtf / 
l;dfGtLs/0f cem a9\g k'u]sf] 5 . cGTodf, g]kfn ;/sf/ / ;/f]sf/jfnfn] hnjfo' 
kl/jt{g ;fdflhs Gofosf] klg d'2f xf] eg]/ :jLsf/ ug'{k5{ . o;}u/L hnjfo' 
kl/jt{g;DaGwL gLlt lgdf{0f / sfof{Gjog k|lqmofnfO{ ;dfj]zL agfpg' k5{ . To:tf 
k|of;n] blnt ;d'bfodf hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] k|efjnfO{ Go"gLs/0f ug{ dfq xf]Og, 
g]kfne/sf ;a} ;LdfGts[t ;d'bfosf] cg's"ng IfdtfnfO{ alnof] agfpg klg  
of]ubfg lbG5 .
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cf]e/ cyf]l/6L P08 l/slSgzg Og b sG6]S; ckm kf]lnl6sn OG6laln6L . lhcf]km]/d *$M!!–@) .
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cf]e/ cyf]l/6L P08 l/slSgzg Og b sG6]S; ckm kf]lnl6sn OG6laln6L . lhcf]km]/d *$M!!–@) .
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-sfo{kq_ . k|s[lt l/;f];{ ;]G6/ . sf7df8f}+, g]kfn . 
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Introduction 

Climate change has become a global political issue. Having affected heavily the 

livelihoods of all people, the issue of climate change has to be resolved politically 

through adopting the necessary policies and programs at all levels to combat 

a global crisis that has affected both developed and developing countries alike. 

Most importantly, physical development, excessive growth of certain industries 

and use of greenhouse gases have all contributed to increased emissions into 

the atmosphere and a rise in the earth's surface temperature that have all 

served to amplify the risks to the climate.

 

In recent years, Nepal has seen as an increase in flash floods, glacier outbursts, 

droughts, landslides, hot and cold waves, and erratic rainfall, making it one of 

the most vulnerable countries on the globe in terms of climate change. Such 

a situation will put at risk the lives and livelihoods of poor, vulnerable and 

marginalized persons but also affect Nepal’s ongoing development efforts. In 

particular, climate change in Nepal is also having a direct impact on sectors 

such as agriculture, hydropower and tourism - all major contributors to Nepal's 

economic growth. Current climate variability and extreme events has already 

accounted for an estimated economic loss equivalent to an annual cost of 1.5 to 

2 percent of GDP/year and is much higher in extreme years, rising to 5 percent 

or more. Consideration of the additional indirect and macro-economic costs 

of these impacts could also increase these estimates by anything as much as 

25–100 percent.1

Policies on climate change  

So far, Nepal has developed different policies, including its 2019 policy ‘National 

Climate Change’ to minimize the impact of climate change, and enhance 

Putting climate 
change on the political 
agenda
n  Geeta Pandey

kl/ro 

hnjfo' kl/jt{gn] ;a} dflg;sf] hLljsf]kfh{gdf 7"nf] c;/ kfl//x]sf sf/0f of] 
ljZjJofkL /fhgLlts d'2f ag]sf] 5 . ljsl;t / ljsf;f]Gd'v ;a} /fi6«nfO{ ;dfg¿kdf 
k|efljt kfg]{ hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] ljZjJofkL ;ª\s6;Fu h'Wgsf nflu ;a} txdf cfjZos 
gLlt tyf sfo{qmd cjnDag ug{'k5{ . o;sf nflu tL ;d:ofsf] ;dfwfg /fhgLlts¿kdf 
g} vf]lhg'k5{ . ;a}eGbf dxTjk"0f{ s'/f ef}lts ljsf;, ljleGg lsl;dsf pBf]ux?sf] 
cTolws j[l4 / xl/tu[x Uof;sf] k|of]un] jfo'd08ndf pT;h{g a9]sf] 5 / k[YjLsf] 
;txsf] tfkqmddf j[l4 u/fPsf] 5 . o;n] hnjfo'df x'g] hf]lvd a9fO/x]sf] 5 . 

xfn}sf jif{x?df g]kfndf crfgs cfpg] vx/] af9L, lxdtfn ljikmf]6g, v8]/L, klx/f], 
n" -tftf] xfjf rNg] df};dL k|lqmof_, zLtnx/ / clgoldt jiff{df j[l4 cflbsf] cg'ej 
ul/Psf] 5 . o;n] g]kfnnfO{ hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] b[li6n] ljZjsf] ;a}eGbf hf]lvdk"0f{ 
b]zx?dWo] Pp6f b]zsf] ;"rLdf ;dfj]z u/fPsf] 5 . o:tf] cj:yfn] ul/a, hf]lvdk"0f{ 
cj:yfdf /x]sf / l;dfGtLs[t ;d'bfosf] hLjg / hLljsf]kfh{gnfO{ hf]lvddf kfg'{sf 
;fy} g]kfndf ;~rfngdf /x]sf ljsf; k|of;nfO{ klg c;/ u/]sf] 5 . ljz]ifu/L 
g]kfnsf] cfly{s j[l4df k|d'v of]ubfg lbg] s[lif, hnljB't\ / ko{6g h:tf If]qdf 
hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] k|ToIf c;/ kl//x]sf] 5 . o;/L hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf sf/0f cfPsf 
ljleGg kl/jt{g / 36gfqmdn] g]kfnsf] k|ltjif{ s"n ufx{:y pTkfbg !=% b]lv @ 
k|ltzt d"No a/fa/sf] cg'dflgt cfly{s Iflt k'¥ofPsf] 5 . hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] pRr 
k|efj k/]sf jif{df t of] Iflt j[l4 eP/ ^ k|ltzt jf Tof]eGbf a9L;Dd k'Ug] u/]sf] 
b]lvG5 . oL k|efjaf6 cfly{s If]qdf kg]{ cltl/Qm ck|ToIf / ;'Id–cfly{s nfutnfO{ 
;d]t ljrf/ ug]{ xf] eg] Ifltsf] cg'kft a9]/ @% b]lv !)) k|ltzt;Dd k'Ug ;Sg] 
cg'dfg ug{ ;lsG5 .1

hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL gLlt

g]kfnn] clxn];Dd hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] k|efj Go"gLs/0f ug{ / ;d'bfosf] k|lt/f]wL 
Ifdtf a9fpgsf nflu ljleGg gLltsf] lgdf{0f u/]sf] 5 . …/fli6«o hnjfo' kl/jt{g 

n uLtf kf08]

hnjfo' kl/jt{g  
/fhgLlts 
Ph]08fdf  
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community resilience. Although Nepal has made an insignificant contribution to 

global Green House Gas (GHG) emissions,2 it has at least shown a commitment 

to acting on climate change as a member of the Paris Agreement. The fact 

remains though that efforts to limit global temperature rising to 1.5 degree 

Celsius would help towards lowering the impacts of climate change. Henceforth, 

Nepal chose to develop the 2020 Nationally Determined Contribution, which 

was aimed at meeting the targets set by the Paris Agreement. Nepal has 

adopted their 2021 to 2050 National Adaptation Plan, and submitted, in 

2021, a long-term strategy for net-zero emissions, and the Third National 

Communication Report to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC).

However, a very simple solution to all of these problems is to have ‘clean 

politics’, including having a real commitment from politicians towards national 

development, a greater political will and more effective policy implementation 

as climate change gets more space in the global political sphere. Indeed, certain 

countries, such as the UK, have already declared a ‘climate emergency’ in order 

to gain political support to tackle these issues. In response, during UNFCCC 

2021 COP 26, Nepal publicly unveiled three key policy pledges, namely, to start 

reducing carbon emissions from 2022 and be carbon negative by 2045; halt 

deforestation and increase forest cover to 45 percent by 2030; and ensure 

all vulnerable persons are protected from climate change by 2030. Certainly, 

while all of these public pledges are most welcome, for their successful 

implementation to be guaranteed, all key stakeholders now have a key role to 

play in seeing each of them implemented in full. 

Poor implementation of the policies

Although the Government of Nepal has adopted certain policies to reduce 

the negative impact of climate change, at present, these policies appear to 

be contradictory. On one hand, the Government has adopted a policy of zero 

carbon emissions while, on the other, it plans to increase the storage capacity 

and construction of a pipeline for petroleum products, and open industries, 

factors, which all serve to increase carbon emissions. The project for just the 

pipeline alone, which includes building associated infrastructure, is estimated to 

be worth Rs 14 billion. Therefore, such policies have only added challenges to the 

implementation of Nepal’s climate change commitments. 

Likewise, forestry preservation is key to reducing vulnerability to climate change. 

Yet, regarding the pledge of ending deforestation by 2030 (with the increase 

of the total forest area of   Nepal by 45 percent) the Government has initiated a 

deforestation plan in the name of the infrastructure development. And here, the 

gLlt, @)&^Ú ltg} gLltdWo] Ps xf] . g]kfnn] ljZj xl/tu[x Uof; pT;h{g 
-hLPrhL_df2 7"nf] of]ubfg k'¥ofpg g;s]sf] eP klg k]l/; ;Demf}tfsf] ;b:osf] 
¿kdf hnjfo' kl/jt{gk|lt sfd ug]{ k|lta4tf hgfPsf] 5 . xfdL ;fd' s] tYo 5 eg] 
ljZjsf] tfkqmd j[l4nfO{ !=% l8u|L ;]lN;o;df ;Lldt ug]{ k|of;sf sf/0f hnjfo' 
kl/jt{gsf] c;/nfO{ sd ug{ ;3fp k'¥ofpF5 . To;}nfO{ cfwf/ dfg]/ k]l/; ;Demf}tfn] 
tf]s]sf nIo k"/f ug]{ p2]Zo:j¿k ;g\ @)@) df g]kfnn] /fli6«o of]ubfgsf] nIo 
lgwf{/0f u/]sf] 5 . o;}u/L g]kfnn] ;Demf}tfdf pNn]v ePcg';f/ ;g\ @)@! b]lv ;g\ 
@)%) ;Ddsf] /fli6«o cg's"ng of]hgf lgdf{0f u/]sf] / z"Go sfa{g pT;h{g;DaGwL 
nflu bL3{sfnLg /0fgLlt ;g\ @)@! klg k]z u/]sf] 5 . o;sf ;fy} g]kfnn] hnjfo' 
kl/jt{g;DaGwL ;+o'Qm /fi6«;ª\3Lo dxf;GwL vfsf -o'PgPkm;L;L;L_nfO{ t];|f] /fli6«o 
;~rf/ k|ltj]bg klg k]z ul/;s]sf] 5 .

oBlk, oL ;a} ;d:of ;dfwfgsf nflu ;dfGotof …:jR5 /fhgLltÚ cfjZos x'G5 . 
o;cGtu{t /fli6«o ljsf;k|lt /fhgLlt1x?sf] jf:tljs k|lta4tf, a[xQ /fhgLlts 
OR5f zlQm / hnjfo' kl/jt{gn] ljZjJofkL /fhgLlts If]qdf :yfg kfpFb} hfFbf 
of] ljifo;Fu ;DalGwt gLltsf] k|efjsf/L sfof{Gjogh:tf ljifo kb{5g\ . jf:tjdf, 
a]nfotnufot sltko b]zx?n] hnjfo' kl/jt{gaf6 l;h{gf ePsf ;d:ofsf] 
;fdfwfgsf nflu /fhgLlts ;dy{g h'6fpgsf …hnjfo' ;+s6sfnÚ 3f]if0ff g} 
ul/;s]sf 5g\ . o; ;Gbe{df g]kfnn] hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL ;+o'Qm /fi6«;ª\3Lo 
dxf;GwL cGtu{t ;g\ @)@! sf] cfof]hgf ul/Psf] sf]kf @^ ;Dd]ngdf tLgcf]6f k|d'v 
gLltut k|lta4tf k|:t't u/]sf] lyof] . tL o;k|sf/ lyP M Ps, ;g\ @)@@ b]lv 
sfa{g pT;h{g 36fpFb} hfg] / ;g\ @)$% ;Dddf sfa{glaxLg cj:yfdf k'Ug] . b'O{, 
hª\un kmF8fgL /f]Sg] / ;g\ @)#) ;Dddf hª\unsf] If]qkmn $% k|ltzt k'¥ofpg] . / 
tLg, hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf sf/0f hf]lvdk"0f{ cj:yfdf /x]sf ;a} JolQmnfO{ ;'/lIft /fVg] 
s'/f ;'lglZrt ug]{ . lgZro g} ;fj{hlgs ul/Psf oL ;a} k|lta4tf :jfutof]Uo 5g\ . 
pNn]lvt k|To]s k|lta4tfsf] k"0f{ / ;kmn sfof{Gjogsf] ;'lglZrttfsf nflu ;a} d'Vo 
;/f]sf/jfnfn] k|efjsf/L e"ldsf v]Ng'k5{ . 

gLltsf] sdhf]/ sfof{Gjog

g]kfn ;/sf/n] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] gsf/fTds k|efjnfO{ Go"gLs/0f ug{ s]xL 
gLltut Joj:yf u/]sf] 5 . tyflk, tL gLltx? cfkm}Fdf lj/f]wfef;k"0f{ 5g\ . Psflt/ 
;/sf/n] z"Go sfa{g pT;h{g ug]{ gLlt ckgfPsf] 5 eg] csf]{tkm{ k]6«f]lnod kbfy{sf] 
e08f/0f Ifdtf a9fpg] / k]6«f]lnod pTkfbgsf nflu kfOknfOg lgdf{0f ug]{ / pBf]u 
snsf/vfgf vf]Ng] of]hgf agfPsf] 5 . o:tf] k"jf{wf/;Fu ;DalGwt kfOknfO{g 
kl/of]hgfsf] nufgL dfq} !$ ca{ ¿k}ofF x'g] cg'dfg ul/Psf] 5 . To;sf/0f, To:tf 
gLltn] g]kfnsf] hnjfo' kl/jt{g k|lta4tfsf] sfof{Gjogdf r'gf}tL yk]sf 5g\ .

To;}u/L hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] hf]lvdnfO{ sd ug{ jg ;+/If0f lgs} dxTjk"0f{ x'G5 . 
;/sf/n] eg] Psflt/ ;g\ @)#) ;Dddf jg kmF8fgL cGTo ug]{ -g]kfnsf] s"n jg 
If]q a[l4 u/]/ $% k|ltztn] k'¥ofpg]_ k|lta4tf u/]sf] 5 csf]{lt/ k"jf{wf/ ljsf;sf] 
gfddf jg kmF8fgLsf] of]hgf cl3 ;f/]sf] 5 . o; ;jfndf gLltut cGt/lj/f]wsf] 
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Nijgad international airport construction can be taken as a good example of this 

apparent contradiction in policy. For this project, more than 2.4 million small and 

large trees will need to be felled to build the airport as per the environmental 

and social impact assessment conducted by the Tourism and Civil Aviation 

Ministry back in early 2017. Therefore, the Government’s actions to date 

appear to demonstrate a series of contradictions in regard to their declared 

commitments on climate change and what has actually happened in practice. 

That is why the Government needs to review and amend such policies to 

realistically achieve its overall climate change goals. For example, while petrol 

and diesel-fueled vehicles are major source of harmful air pollution, at the 

moment, the Government has been importing both diesel and petroleum 

products. On the one hand, this action has brought about a huge trade deficit, 

and, on the other hand, it has become a source of air pollution. Therefore, the 

commitment and often grandiose language displayed by Nepali politicians 

on the global political stage and the existing policies do not suggest that the 

current political leadership is particularly dedicated to reducing the effects of 

climate change. 

Role of the political parties  

More broadly, let us be clear also that climate resilient development, centering 

on national priorities, benefits Nepal environmentally and economically more 

at the local and national level than at the broader international arena. The 

Government has envisioned the mantra ‘Prosperous Nepal, Happy Nepali’ for 

the socio-economic well-being of the people. However, while the Government is 

going about achieving this overall goal through the adoption of a  

multi-dimensional approach (for example, a roadmap for long-term vision,  

long-term national goals, long-term national strategies, drivers of transformation 

and factors of enablers), these strategies need to include climate change 

related goals and strategies. The long-term vision of 'Prosperous Nepal, Happy 

Nepali', envisioned by the 15th Five-Year National Periodic Plan, is also linked to 

this. The Plan’s goals and targets contribute significantly to changing the face 

of Nepal through the use of resources as well as efficient implementation of 

national policies and plans. However, the Government needs to place a greater 

political priority on climate resilient development by focusing on environmental 

protection. Now, as the Plan is now approaching its mid-term review, this is a 

really timely opportunity to reintroduce these issues back on the agenda and to 

make the appropriate plans and programs.

Again, let us return to the fact that political parties are key actors in this whole 

process. Thus, political parties must be able to better demonstrate a clearer 

pbfx/0fsf ¿kdf lghu9 cGt/f{li6«o ljdfg:yn lgdf{0fnfO{ lng ;lsG5 . ko{6g tyf 
gful/s p8\8og dGqfnon] ;g\ @)!& df u/]sf] jftfj/0fLo tyf ;fdflhs k|efj 
d"Nofª\sgcg';f/ of] ljdfg:yn lgdf{0fsf nflu @$ nfveGbf a9L ;fgf / 7"nf 
¿v sf6\g' kg]{ x'G5 . hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL ;/sf/n] u/]sf] k|lta4tf tyf 
3f]if0ff / Jojxf/df eO/x]sf] sfdsf/afxL x]bf{ gLlt / Jojxf/aLrsf] cGt/lj/f]wsf] 
>[ª\vnf g} b]lvG5 .

To;sf/0f ;/sf/n] ;du| hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] jf:tljs nIo k|flKtsf nflu ;/sf/n] 
lgdf{0f u/]sf gLltsf] ;dLIff / kl/dfh{g ug{ cfjZos 5 . pbfx/0fsf nflu k]6«f]n 
/ l8h]naf6 rNg] ;jf/L ;fwg xflgsf/s jfo' k|b"if0fsf] k|d'v ;|f]t x'g\ t/ 
;/sf/n] clxn] l8h]n / k]6«f]lnod kbfy{ cfoft ul//x]sf] 5 . o;n] Psflt/ 
7"nf] Jofkf/ 3f6f a9fPsf] 5 eg] csf]{lt/ k]6«f]lnod kbfy{ jfo' k|b"if0fsf] d'Vo 
sf/0f alg/x]sf] 5 . To;sf/0f g]kfnsf /fhgLlt1n] ljZjJofkL /fhgLlts d~rdf 
u/]sf k|lta4tf / efif0f eJo b]lvP klg g]kfnsf gLlt / /fhgLlts g]t[Tj hnjfo' 
kl/jt{gsf k|efj Go"gLs/0f ug{ k"0f{¿kdf ;+j]bgzLn / k|lta4 5g\ eGg ;Sg] cj:yf 
eg] 5}g .  

/fhgLlts bnx¿sf] e"ldsf

a[xt¿kdf eGg] xf] eg] xfdLnfO{ s] :ki6 x'g'k5{ eg] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] ;fdgf 
ug] {{ Ifdtf ljsf;, of] ;jfnnfO{ /fi6«sf] s]lGb|o k|fyldstf ;dfj]z ubf{ g]kfnnfO{ 
jftfj/0fLo / cfly{s¿kdf cGt/f{li6«o If]qdf eGbf a9L kmfObf k'Ug]5 . ;/sf/n] 
hgtfsf] ;fdflhs–cfly{s lxtsf nflu …;d[4 g]kfn, ;'vL g]kfnLÚsf] kl/sNkgf 
u/]sf] 5 . ;/sf/n] pQm /fli6«o nIo xfl;n ug{sf nflu hnjfo' kl/jt{g;Fu 
;DalGwt ax'cfoflds b[li6sf]0f -pbfx/0fsf nflu bL3{sfnLg ;f]r, bL3{sfnLg /fli6«o 
nIo, bL3{sfnLg /fli6«o /0fgLlt, ¿kfGt/0fsf ult zlQm / ;xof]uL tTjsf nflu 
dfu{lrq_ cjnDag ug'{kg]{ lyof] . !% cf}+ /fli6«o k~rjifL{o of]hgfn] kl/sNkgf u/]sf] 
…;d[4 g]kfn, ;'vL g]kfnLÚsf] bL3{sfnLg ;f]r klg o;};Fu hf]l8Psf] lyof] . pQm 
of]hgf / ;"rsn] ;|f]t ;fwgsf] k|of]usf ;fy} /fli6«o gLlt tyf of]hgfsf] k|efjsf/L 
sfof{Gjogdfkm{t g]kfnsf] d'xf/ kl/jt{g ug{ dxTjk"0f{ of]ubfg k'¥ofpg] nIo /fv]sf] 
lyof] . t/, ;/sf/n] jftfj/0f ;+/If0fdf s]lGb|t eP/ hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] k|lt/f]w 
ug]{ zlQm ljsf; ug]{ sfdnfO{ /fhgLlts¿kdf k|fyldstf lbg'kYof]{ . !% cf}+ kfFrf}+ 
k~rjlif{o of]hgf dWofjlw ;dLIffsf] r/0fdf cfOk'u]sf] of] cj:yfdf tL ;jfnnfO{ 
sfo{;"rLdf k'gM k|:t't ug{ / pko'Qm of]hgf tyf sfo{qmd agfpg of] jf:tjd} cg's"n 
cj;/ xf] .

o;sf ;fy} of] k|lqmofdf d'Vo e"ldsf lgjf{x ug]{ /fhgLlts bnx? x'g\ . /fhgLlts 
bnx?n] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] k|efj Go"gLs/0fsf] alnof] cfwf/df lgdf{0f ug{ cfjZos 
gLlt / sfo{qmd agfpg' k5{ . o;sf nflu tL bnx?d} of] ;jfndf :ki6 a'emfO x'g 
h¿/L 5 / tL s'/f kf6L{sf ultljlwdf k|ltlalDat x'g'k5{ . t/, clxn];Dd /fhgLlts 
bnx?n] of] ;jfndf s'g} uDeL/ gLlt agfPsf 5}gg\ . ;+If]kdf eGbf hnjfo'  
kl/jt{gsf] ;jfn ul/a, hf]lvdk"0f{ cj:yfdf /x]sf / l;dfGtLs[t ;d'bfosf] hLjg;Fu 
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understanding of the policies and programs required to put climate change 

on a firmer footing. However, as already eluded to, political parties have not 

developed any serious policies on this issue to date. In short, climate change is 

not seen as a priority amongst political parties, despite the fact that this issue 

is closely linked with lives of the poor, vulnerable and different marginalized 

groups, and has further complicated existing problems such as floods, landslides, 

droughts, fires, famines, and migration. Although this is an element that can 

strongly shape the attention and relevance that political parties place on issues 

of climate change, for the time being at least political parties are failing to 

recognize its importance.3 Instead, political parties largely view the issues of 

environmental conservation and climate change as simply creating interruption 

within the overall development process. 

Sensitize political parties through collective efforts

Of course, civil society also has not played a strong enough role in spreading 

awareness among the political class on this issue. That is why a collective effort 

of climate change experts, key stakeholders and other activists working in the 

sector needs to be made stronger to politically mainstream these issues. If such 

a collective effort can prove to be successful, it will surely have the result of 

lifting the vexed issue of how to address climate change right up the domestic 

policy agenda, and contribute to more effective policy implementation in the 

interest of citizens. Likewise, it will also help to sensitize political parties, through 

a variety of different mechanisms, to better frame their policy positions. Finally, 

such partnerships will also encourage political parties to include climate actions 

in their election manifestos by introducing specific plans and strategies for 

execution, review and follow up. 

Although the climate change crisis at an alarming situation, as a less developed 

nation, Nepal does not have the ability to address such issues alone. Hence, a  

multi-stakeholder intervention is required, including building a broader political 

framework with a consensus of national political parties, policymakers, private 

sector, civil society and the media. To tackle climate crisis, Nepal should prepare 

realistic and practical policies and plans. Nepal has spelled-out a number of national 

goals, targets and strategies in different planning frameworks. Those frameworks 

should now be urgently addressed, identified, prioritizing issues surrounding climate 

change. Therefore, the concerned authorities should identify the impact of climate 

change at all levels. After the identification and prioritization of the issues, all 

three tiers of government should implement the prepared policy instruments. 

Investment is another important tool to achieve all necessary goals and targets. 

Yet, the current trend of funding and investment in Nepal on climate change 

;3g¿kdf hf]l8Psf] ;jfn xf] . o;sf ;fy} hnjfo' kl/jt{g af9L, klx/f], v8]/L, 
cfunfuL, clgsfn / a;fOF;/fO h:tf ;d:ofx?nfO{ yk hl6n agfpg] ljifo xf] . 
t/ klg /fhgLlts bnx?n] hnjfo' kl/jt{gnfO{ k|fyldstf d'2fsf ¿kdf :jLsf/ 
u/]sf 5}gg\ . of] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf ;jfnnfO{ /fhgLlts bnx?n] ljz]if 
Wofb lbP/ o;sf] ;dfwfgsf nflu 7f]; b[li6sf]0f lbg ;S5g\ . t/, /fhgLlts 
bnx?n] of] ;jfnsf] dxTjnfO{ klxrfg ug{ ;ls/x]sf 5}gg\ .3 a¿ /fhgLlts bnx? 
jftfj/0f ;+/If0f / hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf ;jfnnfO{ ;du| ljsf; k|lqmofsf] ;fdfGo 
cj/f]wsf ¿kdf dfq} lnG5g\ . 

/fhgLlts bnnfO{ ;+j]bgzLn agfpg ;fd"lxs k|oTg 

:jefljs¿kdf gful/s ;dfhn] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf ;jfndf /fhgLlts ;d"xnfO{ 
;r]t u/fpg ;zQm e"ldsf lgjf{x ug{ ;s]sf] 5}g . To;}n] hnjfo' kl/jt{gnfO{ 
/fhgLltsf] d"nwf/df Nofpg hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf If]qdf lqmofzLn lj1, of] ljifo;Fu 
;DalGwt ;/f]sf/jfnf / o; If]qdf sfd ul//x]sf cleoGtfaLrsf] ;fd"lxs k|of; 
cfjZos 5 . olb o:tf] ;fd"lxs k|of; ;kmn eof] eg] of] k|oTgn] lglZrt¿kdf 
hnjfo' kl/jt{gnfO{ s;/L cfGtl/s gLlt / sfo{;"rLdf 7Ls 9ª\un] ;Daf]wg ug]{ 
eGg] ;jfnnfO{ p7fpF5 . o;}u/L gful/ssf] lxtdf yk k|efjsf/L gLlt lgdf{0f / 
sfof{Gjogdf klg of]ubfg k'¥ofpF5 . o;}u/L o;n] /fhgLlts bnx?nfO{ ljleGg 
;+oGqdfkm{t kf6L{sf] gLltdf /fd|/L ;dfj]z u/fpg klg ;xof]u u5{ . cGTodf o:tf] 
;xsfo{n] /fhgLlts bnnfO{ lgjf{rgsf] 3f]if0ffkqdf hnjfo';DaGwL ;jfnnfO{ 
;dfj]z ug{ / of] ;d:of ;dfwfgsf nflu ljz]if of]hgf / /0fgLltsf] klxrfg ug{sf 
;fy} clxn] ePsf gLltsf] ;dLIff ug{ / cfufdL sfo{of]hgf agfpg klg ;xof]u 
k'¥ofpg]5 .  

hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] ;ª\s6 8/nfUbf] cj:yfdf 5 . tyflk, ljsf;zLn b]z g]kfn 
PSn}n] of] ;d:ofsf] ;fdgf ug]{ Ifdtf /fVb}g . To;sf/0f of] ;d:of ;dfwfgsf 
nflu ax'kIfLo sfo{qmdsf] cfjZostf k5{ . hnjfo' kl/jt{gn] l;h{gf u/]sf] ;d:of 
;dfwfgsf nflu /fli6«o /fhgLlts bn, gLlt–lgdf{tf, lghL If]q, gful/s ;dfh 
/ ;~rf/dfWodsf] ;+nUgtfdf a[xQ/ /fhgLlts vfsf lgdf{0f ul/g'k5{ . hnjfo' 
kl/jt{gsf] ;ª\6;Fu h'Wg g]kfnn] oyfy{k/s / Jofjxfl/s gLlt tyf of]hgf th'{df 
ug{'k5{ . g]kfnn] ljleGg of]hgf 9fFrfdf hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL /fli6«o nIo / 
/0fgLlt tof/ kf/]sf] 5 . tL 9fFrfn] t'¿Gt} hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] ;jfnnfO{ ;Daf]wg, 
klxrfg / oL ljifo;Fu ;DalGwt ;jfnnfO{ k|fyldsLs/0f ug'{k5{ . To;}n] hnjfo' 
kl/jt{gsf] ;a} txdf k/]sf] c;/sf] ;DalGwt lgsfon] klxrfg ug{'k5{ . of] ;jfnsf] 
klxrfg / k|fyldsLs/0fsf ;fy;fy} tLg} txsf ;/sf/n] ePsf gLltsf] k|efjsf/L 
sfof{Gjog ug{'k5{ .

;a} cfjZos nIo / kl/0ffd xfl;n ug{sf nflu cfjZos of] If]qdf x'g] nufgLn] 
klg dxTjk"0f{ e"ldsf v]n]sf] x'G5 . t/, g]kfndf clxn] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf ljifodf 
;xof]u / nufgL ug]{ k|j[lQ cToGt} sdhf]/ 5 . To;}n] of] ;jfndf /fli6«o / 
cGt/f{li6«o nufgLn] jflif{s ah]6sf] 9fFrfdf ljQLo k|jfx / ljlgof]hgsf] dfqfnfO{ 
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issues remain critically low. Hence, national and international investment should 

increase the financial flow and allocation of an annual budgetary framework. 

Likewise, effective governance is also a significant tool to implement policies, 

plans and programs. Therefore, to effectively tackle the current climate 

change crisis and to implement the existing policy framework, all three tiers of 

government should make all the required institutional arrangements to ensure 

effective service delivery. The climate change financing framework of Nepal, 

prepared by the Ministry of Finance in 2017, states that a specific funding 

strategy is required, which can contribute significantly to mainstreaming climate 

change issues and to achieving intended national goals. 

Therefore, as climate change has become a global issue, political parties need 

to include climate change in their key policies, programs and create a wider 

discourse, which will help in achieving Nepal's climate action targets. Nepal 

also needs to see more ‘champions of climate change’ within political parties 

itself to take a lead on achieving the goal of climate change. Climate change 

campaigners should also lobby with political leaders to mainstream climate 

change agenda within their respective party programs. Civil society can also 

constructively influence political parties during the periodic elections to raise 

the climate agenda and make the commitment to protect and conserve the 

environment.

Conclusion

Citizens must now see a greater consciousness on part of political parties to 

include climate change within their respective policy agendas. As elections 

draw nearer across 2022, citizens need to publicly raise the issue of climate 

change, which will in turn increase the likelihood of political parties prioritizing 

this issue at election time. In short, it is important to position climate change 

on the political agenda, by which it becomes a matter of electoral relevance 

and competition between political parties. Let us also remember that the 

democratic struggle of Nepal focused on civil and political rights basically 

to exercise democratic values and principles with meaningful freedom and 

liberty. This political transition is moving towards a socio-economic and cultural 

transformation. Yet, the climate change crisis poses a real threat for Nepal’s 

economic prosperity and social transformation. That is why political parties need 

to create a political momentum and lead the agenda for a sustainable human 

future on behalf of those they purport to democratically represent.

a9fpg cfjZos 5 . To;}u/L, gLlt, of]hgf / sfo{qmd sfof{Gjog ug{sf] nflu 
k|efjsf/L zf;g Joj:yfn] klg dxTjk"0f{ e"ldsf lgjf{x ub{5 . t;y{, jt{dfg hnjfo' 
kl/jt{gsf] ;ª\s6sf] k|efjsf/L ¿kdf ;fdgf ug{ / ljBdfg gLltnfO{ sfof{Gjog ug{ 
tLg} txsf ;/sf/n] cfjZos ;+:yfut Joj:yfsf ;fy} k|efjsf/L ;]jf k|jfx ug{ 
cfjZos 5 . ;g\ @)!& df cy{ dGqfnon] tof/ kf/]sf] g]kfnsf] hnjfo' kl/jt{g 
ljQLo nufgL 9fFrfn] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf ;jfnnfO{ d"nwf/df Nofpg / ck]lIft /fli6«o 
nIo xfl;n ug{ dxTjk"0f{ of]ubfg k'¥ofpg cfly{S /0fgLlt cfjZos /x]sf] pNn]v 
u/]sf] 5 .

hnjfo' kl/jt{g ljZjJofkL ;jfn ag]sf] x'gfn] /fhgLlts bnx?n] cfgf d'Vo gLlt 
tyf sfo{qmddf hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf d'2fnfO{ ;dfj]z ug'{k5{ . o;n] g]kfnsf] hnjfo' 
kl/jt{g;DaGwL nlIft p2]Zo xfl;n ug{ ;xof]u ug]{ / a[xQ/ ax; lgdf{0f ug{ 
;xof]u k'¥ofpF5 . hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] nIo xfl;n ug{ g]kfnsf /fhgLlts bnn] 
g]t[Tj lng] / …hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] ;DafxsÚ x'g'k5{ . o:tf hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf 
cleofGtfn] /fhgLlts bnleq oL d'2fnfO{ d"nk|jfxLs/0f ug{sf nflu /fhgLlts 
g]t[Tj; ax; / k}/jL ug{'k5{ . gful/s ;dfhn] klg /fhgLlts bnnfO{ hnjfo' 
kl/jt{gsf] d'2fdf cfjlws u/fpg / r'gfjsf] ;dodf oL ;jfnnfO{ bnsf] sfo{;"rLdf 
;dfj]z u/fpg;sf ;fy} jftfj/0f ;+/If0f / ;Da4{gdf k|lta4tf hgfpg /rgfTds 
k|efj kfg{ ;S5 .

lgisif{

/fhgLlts bnnfO{ pgLx?sf gLltdf hnjfo' kl/jt{gnfO{ ;dfj]z u/fpg gful/sn] 
klg ;r]ttk"j{s e"ldsf v]Ng'k5{ . ;g\ @)@@ df x'g] lgjf{rg glhlsFb} ubf{ gful/sn] 
klg hnjfo' kl/jt{g / o;sf k|efjsf] ;jfnnfO{ ;fj{hlgs ¿kdf p7fpg' k5{ . 
o;n] r'gfjsf] ;dodf /fhgLlts bnnfO{ of] d'2fnfO{ k|fyldstf lbg] ;Defjgf 
a9fpF5 . ;f/f+zdf eGbf /fhgLlts bnn] hnjfo' kl/jt{gnfO{ :yfg lbg' dxTjk"0f{ 
5 . o;f] x'g ;s]df hnjfo' kl/jt{Gsf\ d'2f /fhgLlts bnaLrsf] r'gfjL ;fGble{stf 
/ k|lt:kwf{sf] ljifo aGg]5 . o; ;Gbe{df g]kfnsf] nf]stflGqs ;ª\3if{ d"ntM cy{k"0f{ 
;xeflutf / :jtGqtfsf] ;fy nf]stflGqs d"No / l;4fGtsf] cEof; ug]{ gful/s 
/ /fhgLlts clwsf/df s]lGb|t lyof] eGg] s'/f klg :d/0fLo 5 . of] /fhgLlts 
;ª\qmd0f ;fdflhs–cfly{s / ;f+:s[lts ¿kfGt/0ftkm{ cl3 al9/x]sf] 5 . t/, hnjfo' 
kl/jt{gsf] ;ª\s6 clxn] g]kfnsf] cfly{s ;d[l4 / ;fdflhs ¿kfGt/0fsf nflu 
jf:tljs vt/f ag]sf 5g\ . To;}n] /fhgLlts bnx?n] /fhgLlts ult :yflkt ub}{ 
nf]stflGqs¿kdf k|ltlglwTj ug]{ hgtfsf tkm{af6 bLuf] dfgj eljio lgdf{0fsf nflu 
g]t[Tj lng cfjZos 5 . 
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Endnotes
1 Integrated Development Society (IDS)-Nepal, Practical Action Consulting (PAC) and the 

Global Climate Adoption Partnership (GCAP). 2014. Economic Impact Assessment of Climate 
Change in Key Sectors in Nepal. IDS-Nepal, Kathmandu, Nepal.

2 As per the Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions Factsheet: Nepal of the Climate Link, Nepal’s 
total GHG emissions in 2014 were 44.06 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent 
(MtCO2e), totaling 0.09 percent of GHG emissions.

3 In-depth interviews were undertaken with party representatives from the former Nepal 
Communist Party (the party was formed merging Communist Party of Nepal-Maoist Center 
and Communist Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist Leninist on May 17, 2018, and annulled the 
merger by the supreme court on March 7, 2021) Nepali Congress, Rastriya Prajatantra Party, 
Bibeksheel Sajha Party and the Federal Socialist Forum Nepal, which revealed that climate 
change remains a low political priority in each of their respective parties.

kfb l6Kk0fL
1 OG6]u|]6]8 8]enkd]G6 ;f];fO6L -cfO8LP;_–g]kfn, k|flS6sn PSzg sG;lN6ª -kLP;L_ P08 b Unf]an 

SnfOd]6 P8Kzg kf6{g/l;k -hL;LPkL_ . ;g\ @)!$ . Osf]gf]lds ODKofS6 Pl;;d]G6 ckm SnfOd]6 
r]Gh Og sL ;]S6/;{ Og g]kfn . sf7df8f}+, cfO8LP;–g]kfn g]kfn .

2 xl/tu[x Uof; pT;h{g;DaGwL ofS6l;6 g]kfn / hnjfo'sf] ;DaGw cg';f/ ;g\ @)!$ df g]kfnsf] 
s"n xl/tu[x Uof; pT;h{g $$=)^ ldlnog d]l6«s 6g sfa{g8fOcS;fO8 a/fa/ lyof] / of] eg]sf] 
ljZj xl/tu[x Uof; pT;h{gsf] )=)( k|ltzt lx:;f xf] . 

3 ;fljssf] g]kfn sDo'lg:6 kf6L{ -g]skf Pdfn] / g]skf dfcf]jfbL s]Gb| ufleP/ ;g\ @)!* dfr{ !& df 
g]kfn sDo'lg:6 kf6L{ ag]sf] lyof] / ;g\ @)@! dfr{ & df ;= ;jf]{Rr cbfntsf] cfb]zaf6 of] Pstf 
vf/]h eof]_, g]kfnL sf+u|];, /fli6«o k|hftGq kf6L{, ljj]szLn ;femf kf6L{ / ;ª\3Lo ;dfhjfbL 
kmf]/d g]kfnsf k|ltlglwx?;Fu uxg 5nkmn ul/of] / 5nkmnn] pgLx?sf] kf6L{leq hnjfo' kl/jt{g 
Go"g /fhgLlts k|fyldstfdf /x]sf] tYo aflx/ cfof] . 
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Various impacts of climate change have surfaced in Nepal. Time and again, 

these impacts are discussed at national and international level forums. 

Yet, community level debate on climate change induced problems faced by the 

community have never really been discussed. Furthermore, local governments 

have also not shown any substantive interest in either the impact of climate 

change or in the approaches to safeguard society from such impacts. For 

example, garbage has piled up on Mount Sagarmatha and the volume of 

snow has decreased in the Himalayas transforming them into a black rocky 

mountain. However, despite all of this, the impact of climate change on the lives 

of ordinary people living in the Himalaya region have not become an issue of 

major concern.  Therefore, for this reason alone, the profound impact of climate 

change in the Solukhumbu district, home to Mount Sagamatha, will be the focus 

of this article.

Nature faces the direct impact of climate change. World temperatures are 

increasing due to climate change. Indeed, the rise in temperatures has seen 

Nepal’s once snowy Himalayan range turn into mountains often void of snow. 

The Solukhumbu district is an important place for trekking with domestic and 

international trekkers arriving to look at these snowy mountain ranges while 

they trek.  However, due to climate change, the once snowy Himalayas are 

slowly changing into the Rocky Mountains. Similarly, climate change has also 

caused snow glaciers to burst, which have resulted in physical and human loss. 

Reports from the International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development and 

the UNDP state that some 21 glacial lakes in Nepal may burst any time soon 

with the Tsho Rolpa and Imja glacial lakes at risk the most.1  

People living by these glacial lakes or river banks, which will be flooded by 

glacial lake outbursts, will be affected the most. People living by these glacial 

lakes or river banks, which will be flooded by glacial lake outbursts, will be 

The impact of climate 
change and local  
government
n  Sujata Tamang

g]kfndf hnjfo' kl/jt{sf ljleGg c;/ b]lvPsf 5g\ . o:tf c;/af/] a]nfavt 
/fli6«o tyf cGt/f{li6«o :t/sf ;Dd]ng, uf]i6L / ;]ldgf/ x'g] u/]sf 5g\ . oBlk, 

:yfgLo ;d'bfon] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf sf/0f s:tf ;d:of ef]Ug' k/]sf] 5 eGg] ljifodf 
;d'bfo:t/df rflxF vf;} 5nkmn x'g] u/]sf 5}gg\ . cem gful/s hLjg;Fu k|ToIf¿kdf 
hf]l8Psf] :yfgLo ;/sf/n] g t hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf uDeL/ c;/af/] rf;f] lnPsf 5g\ 
g t  To:tf c;/af6 ;dfhnfO{ arfpg] ;jfnd} uDeL/tf b]vfPsf 5g\ . pbfx/0fsf 
nflu ;+;f/sf] ;a}eGbf cUnf] lzv/ ;u/dfyfdf kmf]x/sf] y'k|f] hDdf ePsf] 5 eg] 
lxpFsf] dfqf 36\b} uP/ lxdfnx? sfnf kxf8df ¿kfGtl/t eO/x]sf 5g\ . csf]{lt/ 
hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf sf/0f lxdfnog If]qdf a;f]af; ug]{ cfd dflg;sf] hLjgdf k/]sf] 
k|efj jf ;d:of tyf ;/f]sf/ s'g} lrGtf / rf;f]sf] ljifo aGg ;s]sf] 5}g . To;}n] 
;+;f/sf] ;a}eGbf cUnf] lzv/ ;u/dfyf ;d]t /x]sf] ;f]n'v'Da' lhNnfdf hnjfo' 
kl/jt{gn] kf/]sf s]xL dxTjk"0f{ c;/nfO{ s]Gb|df /fv]/ of] n]vdf tof/ kfl/Psf] 5 . 

hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf k|ToIf k|efj k|s[lQdf kg]{ u/]sf] 5 . hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf sf/0f 
;+;f/el/ g} tfkqmd a[l4 x'g] qmddf 5 . g]kfndf klg tfkqmd a[l4;Fu} lxdfno 
>[ª\vnfsf s]xL efu lxFplaxLg kxf8df kl/jt{g eO/x]sf 5g\ . ;f]n'v'Da' kbofqfsf 
nflu cToGt} dxTjk"0f{ 7fpF xf] . oxfF lxd>[ª\vnfsf] cjnf]sg ub}{ kbofqf ug{ w]/} :jb]zL 
/ ljb]zL kbofqL k'U5g\ . t/, hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf sf/0f tL lxdfndf lxpF x/fpFb} uPsf 
sf/0f o;n] kbofqLnfO{ klg c;/ ul//x]sf] 5 . o;}u/L hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] c;/:j¿k 
a]nfavt lxdtfn km'6\g] u/]sf 5g\ . o;/L lxdtfn km'6\bf ef}lts / dfgjLo b'j} lsl;dsf] 
Iflt x'g] u/]sf] 5 . lxdfn If]qaf/] cWoog ug]{ cGt/f{li6«o PsLs[t kj{tLo ljsf; s]Gb| 
-O{;Ldf]8_ / ;+o'Qm /fi6«;+3Lo ljsf; sfo{qmd -o'Pg8LkL_sf] k|ltj]bgcg';f/ g]kfndf @! 
cf]6f lxdtfn s'g} klg a]nf km'6\g ;Sg] hf]lvdk"0f{ cj:yfdf 5g\ .1

o;/L lxdtfn km'6]sf] v08df lxdtfnsf] glhs} a;f]af; ug]{ / tfnsf] kfgLsf] 
axfj x'g] gbL lsgf/df a;f]af; ug]{ afl;Gbf ;a}eGbf w]/} k|efljt x'g ;S5g\ . 
pbfx/0fsf nflu ;f]n'b"ws'08 gu/kflnsfsf] g'Da'/ lxdfnL If]qdf /x]sf] rf]sdf{ 
lxdtfn km'6]sf] 36gfnfO{ lng ;lsG5 . lj=;+= @)&& ;fpg dlxgfdf rf]sdf{ lxdtfn 
crfgs k'm6]sf] lyof] . a]gLvf]nf x'Fb} ;f]n'vf]nfdf PSsf;L kfgLsf] axfj tLa|¿kdf 

n ;'hftf tfdfª

hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] 
c;/ / :yfgLo  
;/sf/
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affected the most. For example, the Chokarma glacial lake which is at the 

Numbur mountain area of Solududhkunda municipality burst in July 2020 

without any warning. This particular lake burst in July 2020 without any 

warning. All of a sudden, the water level in the Solu River all the way from the 

Beni River rose creating havoc in the human settlements situated along the river 

bank. The water force after the lake’s outburst swept cow sheds and wooden 

bridge(s) into the base camp of the Numbur mountain. This sudden outburst 

resulted in huge physical structural damage even though human loss was not 

major on this occasion.  There is also the probability of an outburst of the 

Dudhkunda glacial lake, which is 25 km north of Salleri, the district headquarters 

of Solukhumbu.  In the same way, sand infiltration in the Mahakunda glacial 

lake, which is further up the side of this lake, is also increasing in size, which 

is increasing the risk of the Mahakunda glacial lake bursting.  Therefore, the 

changes in glacial lakes affected by climate change has overtly affected the lives 

of citizens.

At the same time, climate change has caused production problems in the 

region’s agricultural sector. Local people are facing an extended dry season, 

sudden cases of heavy rainfall and hailstones, frost, as well as snow fall at 

different times. All of this has resulted in the decreases of agricultural produce. 

As a direct result of climate change, paddy has stopped growing, the once 

abundant supply of potatoes has decreased and apple orchards also yield less 

produce.  This sudden change in the weather has resulted in grains, fruits and 

vegetables all being infected by different insects. The productions of apple, kiwi, 

cardamom, potato, and tomato have all decreased even in the regions previously 

declared to be areas of major production. Therefore, those farming labor 

intensive cash crops (such as potatoes, maize, paddy, and wheat) have all largely 

stopped farming because of lower yields. As a consequence, farm fields are 

left untilled.  So, the situation is such that a farmer’s lifetime of hard work and 

investment can count for little. Although climate change is one of the reasons 

for this situation, governments at all three tiers have been unable to play an 

effective role in addressing this issue. 

The environmental cycle is also imbalanced due to human activity.  Following the 

formation of local government structures across the country, the development of 

physical infrastructure has been prioritized, with road construction prioritized the 

most. Yet, serious environmental problems have begun to surface due to often 

haphazard construction of roads, which are built without conducting any real 

environmental assessments. Problems such as landslides and land erosion are 

seen in surrounding areas of road construction. This construction is also drying 

water sources resulting in problems for drinking water and irrigation.  If these 

problems remain unaddressed, the lives of citizens will be seriously impacted. 

a9]kl5 vf]nf lsgf/df a:b} cfPsf afl;Gbfsf] efufefu ePsf] lyof] . lxdtfn km'6]/ 
cfPsf] kfgLsf] a]un] g'Da'/ lxdfnsf] cfwf/lzlj/df /x]sf rf}/Luf]7 / sf7sf k'nx? 
aufOlbPsf] lyof] . o;/L PSsf;L rf]sdf{ lxdtfn km'6]sf sf/0f 7"nf] dfgjLo Iflt 
geP klg lgs} 7"nf] dfqfdf ef}lts Iflt x'g k'u]sf] lyof] . o;}u/L ;f]n'v'Da' lhNnfsf] 
;b/d'sfd ;Nn]/Laf6 sl/a @% lsnf]ld6/ pQ/tkm{ /x]sf] b'ws'08 kf]v/L klg km'6\g 
;Sg] ;Defjf 5 . o;}u/L b'ws'08 kf]v/LeGbf s]xL dfly /x]sf] dxfs'08df afnjf 
ldl;Fb} uPsf sf/0f kf]v/Lsf] cfsf/ al9/x]sf] 5 . o;n] dxfs'08 km'6\g] hf]lvd 
klg a9fpFb} nu]sf] 5 . o;/L hnjfo' kl/jt{g;Fu} lxdtfndf cfPsf] km]/ansf sf/0f 
:yfgLo hghLjg yk k|efljt eO/x]sf] :ki6 b]lvG5 . 

o;}u/L hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf sf/0f lxdfnL If]qdf x'g] s[lif pTkfbgdf ;d]t ;d:of ;'¿ 
ePsf] 5 . ;'Vvf ;do nlDag], cgk]lIft¿kdf cl;gfkfgL / jiff{ x'g], t'iff/f] / lxpF 
kg]{ ;dodf kl/jt{g eP;Fu} s[lifafnL pTkfbg gx'g]h:tf ;d:of :yfgLo afl;Gbfn] 
ef]lu/x]sf 5g\ . hnjfo' kl/jt{gs} k|ToIf k|efjsf sf/0f wfg v]tLsf] pTkfbg 
36\g yfn]sf] 5 . k|z:t cfn' pTkfbg x'g] v]taf/Ldf cfn' pTkfbgdf 36]sf] 5 eg] 
:jefljs¿kdf lgof{tdf lu/fj6 cfPsf] 5 . ;f]n'v'Da'df :ofp pTkfbg x'g] d'Vo If]qdf 
:ofpsf] pTkfbg 36]sf] 5 . o;}u/L crfgs df};ddf cfpg] km]/abnsf sf/0f cGg, 
kmnkm"n tyf t/sf/L v]tLdf ljleGg lsl;dsf /f]u nfUg ;'¿ ePsf 5g\ . k|d'v 
pTkfbg If]q 3f]if0ff ul/Ps} If]qdf :ofp, lsaL, cn+}rL, cfn', 6df6/ cflbsf] pTkfbg 
36]sf] 5 . v]tLkftLdf w]/} >d u/]/ -cfn', ds}, wfg, uFx' cflb_ h:tf cGgafnL 
nufpg] ls;fg klg ldlxg]t cg';f/sf] pTkfbg gePsf sf/0f v]taf/L afFem} /fVg 
yfn]sf 5g\ . o;n] s[ifssf] hLjge/sf] ldlxg]t / nufgL b'j} v]/ hfg] cj:yfdf 
k'u]sf] 5 . o:tf] cj:yf cfpg'sf] Pp6f dxTjk"0f{ sf/0f hnjfo' kl/jt{g g} xf] . t/, 
hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf sf/0f cfOk/]sf o:tf uDeL/ ;jfnnfO{ ;Daf]wg ug{ g]kfnsf tLg} 
txsf ;/sf/n] kof{Kt e"ldsf v]Ng ;ls/x]sf 5}gg\ . 

o;}u/L dfgjLo ultljlwsf sf/0f klg jftfj/0fLo rqm c;Gt'lnt eO/x]sf] 5 . :yfgLo 
;/sf/sf] u7g ePkl5 ef}lts k"jf{wf/sf] ljsf;nfO{ k|fyldstf lbOPsf] 5 . tL k"jf{wf/dWo] 
klg ;8s lgdf{0fnfO{ ;a}eGbf a9L k|fyldstf lbOPsf] 5 . :yfgLo txdf jftj/0fLo 
k|efj d"Nofª\sg ;d]t gu/Lsg hyfefjL ;8s lgdf{0f ul/Psf sf/0f To;n] uDeL/ 
jftfj/0fLo ;d:of b]lvg ;'¿ ePsf] 5 . ;8s agfOPsf :yfg j/k/ klx/f] hfg] / e"–Ifo 
x'g]h:tf ;d:of b]lvPsf 5g\ . csf]{lt/, o;/L ;8s lgdf{0f ul/Psf sf/0f kfgLsf] d"n 
;'ls/x]sf 5g\, h;sf] sf/0f vfg]kfgLsf ;fy} l;rfO{+df ;d]t lgs} ;d:of eO/x]sf] 5 . 
o:tf] ;d:ofnfO{ ;dod} ;Daf]wg ug{ g;s] o;n] :yfgLo hghLjgnfO{ uDeL/ c;/ kfg]{ 
lglZrt 5 . To;}n] o:tf ;d:ofnfO{ ;Daf]wg ug{ / hnjfo' cg's'ng;DaGwL sfo{qmd 
;~rfng ug{ ;+3, k|b]z / :yfgLo ;/sf/n] ;dGjofTds e"ldsf lgjf{x ug{ h¿/L 5 . 
o;sf nflu tL ;/sf/L lgsfoaLrsf] ;dGjo / ;fem]bf/L cTofjZos 5 . 

hnjfo' kl/jt{g / cg's"ng sfo{qmd 

kl5Nnf] ;do g]kfnh:tf] ljsf;zLn b]zsf] dfq} xf]Og ljZjel/ g} hnjfo' kl/jt{g 
lgs} rf;f] / lrGtfsf] ljifo alg/x]sf] 5 . g]kfnsf] hn tyf df};d lj1fg ljefun] 
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Therefore, all three tiers of government have to play a more coordinated role in 

minimizing these problems and to conduct climate change adaptation programs.  

Coordination and partnership in government is key.

Climate change adaptation program 

The issue of climate change has been regarded with both concern and interest, 

especially among less developed nations like Nepal. In 2017, the national 

department of meteorology stated that there is an annual average increase 

in temperature by 0.06 degree Celsius.  They further stated that this change 

has caused a further melting of snow in the Himalayas, less yield in agricultural 

produce, an increase of insects, less rainfall, a decreased duration of snowfall, 

and a drying up of water sources. Based on this, there is no doubt that such 

problems will compel us to face substantial human loss.

Role of local government 

The lives of local citizens are seriously impacted by climate change.  Sectors 

such as agriculture, water sources, public health, and tourism are all facing 

adverse impacts. Although the GoN has introduced a number of policies to 

reduce or eliminate the impact of climate change, it has nevertheless been 

unable to start preparedness training programs necessary to develop the 

appropriate adaptation techniques to address this matter. Yet, these programs 

are still of no concern for any of the three tiers of government.

The GoN has, itself, accepted the provisions in climate change treaties 

and participated in different treaty based international conferences. Such 

conferences recommend participating nations to formulate policies to address 

different aspects of climate change.2 The GoN has also been taking initiatives at 

both the national and international level to address climate change. For example, 

the 2019 National Climate Change Policy has been adopted and implemented 

with the aim of providing policy-wise mitigation of risks related to climate 

change. Similarly, the 2010 National Adaptation Program of Action is in its 

implementation stage with the National Adaptation Plan in the planning stage. 

The GoN has also developed its 2011 Local Adaptation Action Plans. 

Within the context of federalism, municipalities can determine policies, plans 

and programs in line with local needs. According to the 2017 Local Government 

Operation Act, municipalities have the right to formulate periodic and annual 

area-wise plans. This Act states that the basis of the municipal planning process 

should be the conservation of the environment and climate change, gender 

equality and social inclusion, disaster management, and good governance. 

;g\ @)!& df lgsfn]sf] lgisif{cg';f/ g]kfnsf] jflif{s clwstd\ tfkqmd a[l4b/ 
cf};tdf )=)^ l8u|L ;]lN;o; /x]sf] 5 . tfkqmddf cfPsf] o:tf kl/jt{gn] 
lxdfnsf lxpF klUnFb} hfg], s[lif pTkfbgdf lu/fj6 cfpg], v]tLafnLdf /f]u 
ls/fsf] ;+qmd0f a9\g], jiff{ sd x'g], lxpF kg{] ;do sd x'g] / kfgLsf ;|f]t 
jf d'xfg ;'Sb} hfg]h:tf c;/ b]lvPsf 5g\ . o;nfO{ cfwf/ dfGbf hnjfo' 
kl/jt{gsf sf/0f pTkGg o:tf ;d:ofnfO{ ;dodf g} ;dfwfg ug{ cg's"ng 
sfo{qmd ;~rfng ug{ ;lsPg eg] o;n] dfgjLo hLjgdf lgs} 7"nf] ljklQ Nofpg 
;Sg] s'/fdf s'g} å'ljwf 5}g . 

:yfgLo ;/sf/sf] e"ldsf

hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] sf/0f d"ntM :yfgLo hghLjg lgs} k|efljt eO/x]sf] 5 . 
s[lif, hn;|f]t, s[lif pTkfbg, hg:jf:Yo, ko{6g cflb ;a} If]qdf k|lts"n k|efj kb}{ 
uO/x]sf] 5 . g]kfn ;/sf/n] hnjfo' kl/jt{gaf6 l;lh{t k|efj Go"gLs/0f ug{ jf 
x6fpgsf nflu s]xL gLltut Joj:yf u/]sf] 5 . t/, hnjfo' cg's"ngsf pko'Qm 
ljlw ljsf; ug]{ / hf]lvd tyf k|sf]k ;fdgfsf nflu cfjZos k"j{–tof/Lsf sfo{qmd 
;~rfng ug{ ;s]sf] 5}g . o:tf sfo{qmd g t ;+3Lo ;/sf/sf] k|fyldstfdf 5 g 
t k|b]z jf :yfgLo ;/sf/s} rf;f]sf] ljifo ag]sf 5g\ . 

x'g t g]kfn ;/sf/n] hnjfo' kl/jt{g;DaGwL dxf;GwLsf] k|fjwfgnfO{ :jLsf/ u/]sf] 
5 eg] kIf /fi6«x?sf] ljleGg cGt/f{li6«o ;Dd]ngdf efu lng] u/]sf] 5 . To:tf 
;Dd]ngn] ;xefuL b]zx?nfO{ hnjfo' cg's"ng, k|efj Go"gLs/0f, cfly{s ;|f]t, k|ljlw 
ljsf; Pj+ x:tfGt/0f, Ifdtf clej[l4, hnjfo' ;dfg's"ngh:tf cjojnfO{ ;d]6L 
hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf k|efjnfO{ ;Daf]wg ug{] gLltut Joj:yf ug{ ;'emfa lbg] u/]sf 
5g\2 . pbfx/0fsf nflu g]kfn ;/sf/n] hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] hf]lvd Go"gLs/0f ug]{ 
p2]Zon] /fli6«o hnjfo' kl/jt{g gLlt, @)&^ kfl/t u/L nfu" ul//x]sf] 5 . o;}u/L 
/fli6«o cg's"ng sfo{qmd, @)^^ klg sfof{Gjogdf 5 eg] /fli6«o cg's"ng of]hgf 
tof/Lsf] k|lqmofdf 5 . o;sf ;fy} g]kfn ;/sf/n] :yfgLo cg's"ng sfo{of]hgf 
vfsf, @)&^ klg tof/ ul/;s]sf] 5 .

g]kfn ;+3Lo zf;g k|0ffnLdf k|j]z u/];Fu} :yfgLo ;/sf/n] :yfgLo cfjZostfsf 
cfwf/df gLlt, of]hgf  sfo{qmd to ug{ ;S5g\ . :yfgLo ;/sf/ ;+rfng P]g, 
@)&$ n] ufFpkflnsf tyf gu/kflnsfnfO{  cfjlws tyf jflif{s If]qut of]hgf 
agfpg ;Sg] clwsf/ k|bfg u/]sf] 5 . pQm P]gdf :yfgLo ;/sf/n] of]hgf lgdf{0fsf] 
k|lqmofdf jftfj/0f ;+/If0f tyf hnjfo' kl/jt{g, n}lª\us ;dfgtf tyf ;fdflhs 
;dfj]zLs/0f, ljkb\ Joj:yfkg, ;'zf;g cflbnfO{ cfwf/ dfGg' kg]{ s'/f :ki6¿kdf 
;dfj]z ul/Psf] 5 . o;}u/L /fli6«o hnjfo' kl/jt{g gLlt, @)&^ df klg /fHosf 
;a} tx / ljifout If]qsf gLlt, /0fgLlt, ljsf; of]hgf / sfo{qmddf hnjfo' 
kl/jt{gsf d'2fnfO{ d"nk|jfxLs/0f ug'{kg]{ ;jfn klg ;dfj]z ul/Psf] 5 . oBlk, 
:yfgLo ;/sf/n] hnjfo' kl/jt{g / o;sf] k|efj Go"gLs/0fsf] ;jfnnfO{ k|fyldstfdf 
/fv]sf 5}gg\ a¿, hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] s'g} k/jfx g} gu/L ef}lts k"jf{wf/sf] lgdf{0fdf 
hf]8 lbO/x]sf 5g\ . 
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Similarly, the 2019 National Climate Change Policy states that climate change 

issues should be mainstreamed in all areas of GoN policy, strategy, plans and 

programs, including in relation to climate change management. However, despite 

this, municipalities have not prioritized this issue and instead prioritized the 

further construction of physical infrastructure.

Although the Solukhumbu district has seven local levels (including one 

municipality), area specific local annual plans have not been developed in line 

with the 2019 National Climate Change Policy. While programs on disaster 

and environment related issues are regularly conducted, there has been 

no policy debate of any note on how to address climate change. The Solu 

Dudhkunda municipality has implemented the 2018 Basic Cleaning and Garbage 

Management Act, an Act that prohibits the import of glass bottles, sanitary 

pads, and plastic products, and penalizes those who have imported and used 

such products. Furthermore, starting with the 2018 to 2019 fiscal year, the 

municipality has completely eradicated the import and use of these products. 

As a result, the local environment now looks much cleaner and plastic related 

garbage is seen as a thing of the past. However, other municipalities in the 

district have done little to either clean the environment or mitigate the impacts 

of climate change.

Although it is the responsibility of all municipalities to keep the region 

environmentally clean, municipalities have not developed any clear policy, plan 

and program on environment conservation, climate change and adaptation. As 

the district runs the risk of sudden formation and outburst of glacial lakes, which 

will likely result in the loss of natural and human life, municipalities must consider 

the risks induced by climate change and formulate the necessary policies and 

programs. In particular, municipalities should conduct programs in line with 

Nepal’s 2017 Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Act and 2017 Disaster 

Risk Reduction and Management Regulations. Municipalities should consider 

climate change as a serious issue and formulate the necessary mitigating 

policies and provisions while ensuring that citizens are made more aware of the 

probable impact of climate change. 

Endnotes
1 BBC Nepali.  Nepal’s most ‘probably dangerous’ 21 glacial lake that can outburst anytime lies 

in this region.  September 11. 2020.
2 For example, climate change adaptation, impact mitigation, economic resources, 

development and transfer of technology)

;f]n'v'Da' lhNnfdf Pp6f gu/kflnsf;lxt ;ftcf]6f :yfgLo tx 5g\ . t/, tL 
:yfgLo txn] /fli6«o hnjfo' kl/jt{g gLlt, @)&^ cg'¿k jflif{s If]qut of]hgf 
tof/ kf/]sf 5}gg\ . lhNnfdf ljkb\ / jftfj/0f;Fu ;DalGwt Psfw sfo{qmd x'g] 
u/]sf 5g\ . t/, hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] uDeL/ ;d:ofnfO{ ;Daf]wg ug]{ gLltut ax; 
eg] vf;} x'g] u/]sf 5}gg\ . lhNnfdf ;f]n'b'w's08 gu/kflnsfn] cfwf/e't ;/;kmfO{ 
tyf kmf]xf]/d}nf Joj:yf P]g, @)&% sfof{Gjogdf NofPsf] 5 . pQm P]gn] gu/kflnsf 
If]qleq lzzfsf af]tn, ;]g]6/L Kof8, Knfli6shGo j:t' cfoftdf /f]s nufpg] pNn]v 
ul/Psf] 5 . olb To:tf j:t'sf] cfoft / k|of]u u/]df bl08t ug{] ;d]t P]gdf 
Joj:yf 5 . o;}u/L hyfefjL kmflnPsf lzzfsf af]tn gu/kflnsfn] g} ;ª\sng / 
Joj:yfkg u/]sf] 5 . cfly{s jif{ @)&%÷)&^ af6 eg] gu/kflnsfn] To:tf j:t'sf] 
cfoft / k|of]udf k"0f{¿kdf /f]s nufPsf] 5 . o;}sf] kl/0ffd clxn] gu/kflnsfleq 
To:tf j:t'sf] k|of]u / cfoft z"Go ePsf] 5 . Psflt/ jftfj/0f ;kmf b]lvPsf] 5 
eg] oxfF Knfli6shGo kmf]xf]/ ca Oltxf; eO;s]sf] 5 . lhNnfsf cGo :yfgLo 
;/sf/n] klg s]xL dfqfdf  jftfj/0f ;kmf /fVg] jf hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] k|efjnfO{ 
Go"gLs/0f ug] { yf]/} k|oTg u/]sf 5g\ . 

cfgf] If]qnfO{ jftj/0fLo b[li6sf]0fn] ;kmf /fVg' ;a} :yfgLo ;/sf/sf] lhDd]jf/L 
xf] . t/, ;f]n'v'Da'sf :yfgLo ;/sf/n] jftfj/0f ;+/If0f, hnjfo' kl/jt{g / 
cg's"ng;DaGwL :ki6 gLlt, of]hgf / sfo{qmd eg] agfPsf 5}gg\ . ;u/dfyf If]qdf 
hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf sf/0f cs:dft lxdtfn aGg] / km'6\g] hf]lvd a9\b} uPsf] 5 . 
o;n] k|fs[lQs / dfgjLo hLjgdf ;d]t Iflt k'¥ofpg ;Sg] ePsf sf/0f hnjfo' 
kl/jt{gsf sf/0f cfufdL lbgdf cfpg ;Sg] ;Defljt hf]lvdnfO{ ;d]t Wofgdf 
/fv]/ :yfgLo ;/sf/n] cfjZos gLlt / sfo{qmd agfpg' k5{ . g]kfnsf] ljz]if u/L 
ljkb\ hf]lvd Go"gLs/0f tyf Joj:yfkg P]g, @)&$ / ljkb\ hf]lvd Go"gLs/0f tyf 
Joj:yfkg lgodfjnL, @)&^ nfO{ klg Wofg lbP/ ;f]xL cg'¿ksf sfo{qmd :yfgLo 
txn] ;~rfng ug'{k5{ . To;}n] :yfgLo ;/sf/n] hnjfo' kl/jt{gnfO{ Pp6f uDeL/ 
;jfnsf ¿kdf lnP/ cfjZos gLltut Joj:yf ug]{, gful/snfO{ hnjfo' kl/jt{gsf] 
;Defljt k|efjaf/] ;r]t u/fpg] / k|efj Go"gLs/0fsf nflu of]hgfa4¿kdf sfd ug{ 
cfjZos 5 . 

kfb l6Kk0fL
1 aLaL;L g]kfnL . ;g\ @)@) . g]kfN; df]:6 k|f]a]AnL 8]Gh;/ @! Unfl;sn n]s b\of6 Sofg 

cfp6a|:6 Plg6fOd nfOh Og lb; l/hg . ;]K6]Da/ !! .

2 h:t} hnjfo' kl/jt{g cg's"ng, k|efj Go"gLs/0f, cfly{s ;|f]t, k|ljlwsf] ljsf; / x:tfGt/0fh:tf 
;jfndf ;'emfa lbg] u/]sf 5g\ . 
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n s'Gb bLlIft
s'Gb bLlIft sf7df8f}+af6 

k|sflzt x'g] c+u|]hL efiffsf] 
;fKtflxs klqsf  

g]kfnL 6fOD;sf] ;Dkfbs / 
k|sfzs x'g'x'G5 . 

n lbks ljZjsdf{
lbks ljZjsdf{ ljleGg 

ljifosf cg';Gwgstf{sf 
;fy} cGt/f{li6«o ljsf; 
cEof;stf{ x'g'x'G5 . 

n uLtf kf08] 
uLtf kf08]n] ljz]if u/L 
dfgjclwsf/, hnjfo' 

kl/jt{g / n}lª\us 
;dfgtfh:tf ljsf;sf 
;jfndf sfd ul//xg' 

ePsf] 5 .

n ;'hftf tfdfª
;'hftf tfdfª ;f]n'v'Da' 

lhNnfaf6 aLaL;L g]kfnL ;]
jfsf nflu sfo{/t cg'elj 

kqsf/ x'g'x'G5 . 

n]vsx¿n]vsx¿

n zfGtf rf}w/L
;+3Lo ;+;bsf] ;b:o zfGtf 
rf}w/L g]kfn sDo'lgi6 kf6L{ 

-PsLs[t dfS;{jfbL  
n]lggjfbL_sf] ;+;bLo 
bnsf] ;r]tssf ;fy} 

kf6L{sf] kf]ln6Ao"/f] ;b:o 
klg x'g'x'G5 .


